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On behalf of the Minister of Trade, who is unable to be here today, and the Government of Togo, I am honoured to deliver the following statement at this Seventh Ministerial Conference.


We would like to take this opportunity to express our approval of the theme chosen for this Conference:  "The WTO, the Multilateral Trading System and the Current Global Economic Environment".


The world is facing increasing uncertainty as our planet suffers the combined effects of various crises, most notably financial, economic, social, and energy and food-related crises, not to mention the consequences of climate change and so on.


As you are well aware, it is the weakest countries, those emerging from conflict or socio‑political troubles, which are the hardest hit, despite being the least responsible for the current situation.


In this context, it was imperative that our countries meet, not only to discuss and identify ways and means in which to meet the numerous challenges faced, but to review the way in which our Organization functions so as to ensure that the multilateral trading system serves the interests of our people.


In this regard in particular, Mr Chairman, I would like to acknowledge the importance of the topics that have been covered in preparation for this Conference and warmly congratulate Director‑General Pascal Lamy and his team for all they have done and continue to do for our prestigious Organization and its Members.


We all firmly believe that no country or region in the world can develop successfully without a significant expansion of trade.


Trade can act as a powerful engine for growth and development, above all if accompanied by dynamic and pragmatic trade policies and strategies and effective international cooperation mechanisms.  In this way, it becomes a factor in alleviating poverty and stimulating growth.


Unfortunately, the various crises currently faced by our countries have led to a drop in trade, a fall in export earnings, and a drastic reduction in direct investment and remittances.


It is therefore vital that the international community and, in particular, the developed countries, take this situation into account and honour their commitments;  that they stop resorting to protectionism and ensure that the development dimension is apparent in all the areas of negotiation.  They must also eliminate all trade-distorting measures.


Our countries suffer enormously from this situation and our economies are put under strain.  If nothing is done, the outcome may be catastrophic.  Here, we refer in particular to agriculture and cotton.


In our opinion, the solution lies in taking into account the positions and concerns described in the statements made by the Ministers of Trade of the least developed countries (LDCs) and the African Union, which my country fully supports.


I firmly believe that our discussions during the course of this Session will enable our Organization to become stronger, so that it is ready to contribute to the recovery of the economy and the growth and development of the poorest nations.


Lastly, we would like to offer our sincere thanks to the Swiss authorities not only for their hospitality, but for the assistance that Togo received when opening its mission in Geneva.
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