Media advisory
Updated on 14 Dec - check for regular updates to this note online
The World Trade Organization holds its Eighth Ministerial Conference from 15 to 17 December 2011 in Geneva, Switzerland. Ministers from all WTO members are invited to attend. 
The Conference will take place at the CICG (International Conference Centre Geneva). You can find information about the venue at www.cicg.ch. Journalists have access to the following public areas: Levels 1, 0 (Ground Floor) and -1 (Basement). There is no journalist access to Levels 2 and 3. 

Below is a summary of media arrangements for journalists accredited to cover the Conference. 
Please allow time for extensive security checks, particularly if you carry audiovisual equipment or computers. Arrive early to avoid delays. 
Accreditation pick-up

The period to request accreditations is now over. 

Accredited journalists may pick up their badges in the cabin outside the main entrance of the WTO building at Rue de Lausanne 154, Geneva, at the following dates and times: 

· Thursday 8 December: from 10 am to 5.30 pm

· Friday 9 to Wednesday 14 December: from 8.30 am to 5.30 pm

· During the Ministerial: 7.30 am to 10 pm on Thursday and Friday (15-16 December) and from 7.30 am to 8.30 pm on Saturday 17 December
Please remember to bring proof of identity such as a passport or WTO/UN press badge.
If there are any concerns about picking up badges between these hours or if you have any other accreditation question please contact: 
Jeanne Lambert
Tel.: +41 22 739 5948
Fax.: +41 22 739 5458
media.accreditation@wto.org
Press facilities

The Media Centre is located on Level -1. It offers working space with tables and power connections for laptops. A limited number of computers will be available (priority for journalists from least-developed countries). No space reservation is allowed.
During the three days of the Conference, regular opening hours of the CICG are from 8 am to 
midnight (10 pm on Saturday). Journalists may stay longer in the Media Centre if they need to complete their work. 
The Media Centre will be thoroughly cleaned at the end of each working day. Journalists are therefore requested not to leave any papers or equipment when they finish work at the Centre.
Wireless internet is available throughout the Conference Centre; it does not support video uploads or radio transmissions. Television and radio reporters can use special internet connections placed along the wall opposite Briefing Room 18. The table along that wall is reserved for television and radio reporters only. It also offers A/V outlets to record live feeds.

The main press briefing room is located on the Ground Floor, near the entrance. Two additional rooms for press briefings are near the press working area, on Level -1. All press briefing rooms are equipped with raised platforms for TV cameras and XLR audio outlets for recording. 
Events taking place in Room 2 (opening, plenary - including accessions - and closing sessions) are open to the press. These events, as well as press conferences in the main press briefing room, will be transmitted live to the press centre. They will also be webcast live. These feeds are available for recording at the TV working area.
Summary schedule as of 14 December 2011 
Thursday 15 December
3 pm
Opening session, followed by Plenary session (speeches by ministers)

Friday 16 December
9 am
Continued: Plenary session (speeches by ministers) – Room 2

9 am
Working session I

3.30 pm
Plenary session: accession of Russia – Room 2
Saturday 17 December
9 am
Continued: Plenary session (speeches by ministers) – Room 2

9 am
Working session II

12 pm
Plenary session: accession of Samoa – Room 2
2.30 pm
Plenary session: accession of Montenegro – Room 2
4.30 pm
Working session III

7.30 pm
Closing session (time to be confirmed)
General rules for media coverage

Media is allowed to film, take photos and record audio in all public areas of the Conference Centre on the Ground Floor and Level -1, including during the events that are open to the press. 

The following events are open to the press:

· All press conferences and background briefings

· Opening session (with space limitation)

· Plenary session - speeches by ministers

· Plenary session - accessions (with space limitation)

· Closing session (with space limitation)

The following events are closed to the press:

· Working sessions (exception for establishing shots before the meeting; see below)
· Private meetings scheduled by WTO members

Rules for media coverage by event


	Event
	Print
	TV cameras
	Photographers

	Inaugural session

and 

Closing session
	Limited number of seats available in the conference hall. 

Passes will be distributed on a first come, first served basis at the Media Centre.
	Establishing shots are allowed before the meeting starts from the main conference hall (no audio connection). 

During the meeting, free access to the TV galleries overlooking the conference hall, with audio connection. Access through Level 1 (follow signs).

Video feed will be available from the Media Centre.
	Establishing shots are allowed before the meeting starts from the main conference hall. 

During the meeting, only photographers with pool credentials will be authorized. 

Pool photographers must refrain from blocking the view of participants.

	Plenary sessions:
Speeches by ministers
	Free access; seats assigned for journalists at the back of the room
	Free access to the room for establishing shots (no audio connection). 

Free access to the TV galleries overlooking the conference hall.
Video feed will be available from the Media Centre.
	Free access, provided photographers do not block the view of participants or fixed cameras. 

	Plenary sessions: 
Accessions

(Russia, 

Montenegro, 

Samoa)
	Limited number of seats available in the conference hall. 

Passes will be distributed on a first come, first served basis at the media centre.
	Establishing shots are allowed before the meeting starts from the main conference hall. 

During the meeting, free access to the TV galleries overlooking the conference hall, with audio connection. Access through Level 1 (follow signs).

Video feed will be available from the Media Centre.
	Establishing shots are allowed before the meeting starts from the main conference hall. 

During the meeting, only photographers with pool credentials will be authorized. 

Pool photographers must refrain from blocking the view of participants; some seats are reserved for them.

	Working sessions
	No access.
	Establishing shots are allowed before the meeting starts from the main conference hall. 

No access during the meeting.
	Establishing shots are allowed before the meeting starts from the main conference hall. 

No access during the meeting.


NOTES: Pool badges will be allocated on a first come first served basis; please email heather.sapey-pertin@wto.org if you are interested. Special access to TV cameras for establishing shots is restricted to the cameraman. No audio engineer, reporter or producer are allowed. 
WTO Video coverage

The WTO will provide video coverage of the conference on daily satellite feeds free of charge for television channels. We will also make footage available on our Media Newsroom broadcast page. At this time three satellite feeds are planned (tentative times):

15 Dec -  18h (1700 GMT)

16 Dec -  19h (1800 GMT)

17 Dec -  21h (2000 GMT) 

If you are interested in downloading footage from our video service please register at the WTO Media Newsroom. Instructions at:  www.wto.org/media

Contact: Jana Borges
Sandra Dondenne

phone +41 22 739 5186
phone +41 22 739 5804

janaina.borges@wto.org 
sandra.dondenne@wto.org
Additional facilities for TV and radio
Eurovision: Eurovision/EBU will provide uplinks, stand-up positions, playouts and other services from their booth located near the NGO working area. 
Contact: Rasha Hasbini, News Producer, Eurovision
phone +41 79 244 65 63
hasbini@eurovision.net 

Media booths: Three small booths are available upon reservation for radio and television reporters. They are equipped with working space (table, chairs), telephones and ISDN lines for your radio codecs. To reserve time in one of these booths please contact: 

Heather Sapey-Pertin, WTO 
phone +41 22 739 5208
heather.sapey-pertin@wto.org  

TV interview room: One room fitted with the WTO Ministerial backdrop can be reserved for sit-down interviews with WTO officials or delegations. To book this space, please contact:

Máire Ni Mhaidin Kiiamov

phone +41 22 739 5019

maire.nimhaidin@wto.org 

Cabled internet connections: at the Media Centre; exclusively for video uploads.

Useful contacts
Interview requests
Helen Mandrillon
(for WTO officials only)
phone +41 22 739 5007

helen.mandrillon@wto.org


Press team
Keith Rockwell, WTO spokesman
 +41 22 739 50 07
Anoush DerBoghossian
 +41 22 739 50 75 (French-speaking media)
Jana Borges
 +41 22 739 51 86 (TV and radio)
Josep Bosch
 +41 22 739 56 81 (Spanish-speaking media; LDC journalists)
Nuch Nazeer
 +41 22 739 53 93
Luis Ople
 +41 22 739 53 74
Peter Ungphakorn
 +41 22 739 54 12 
Ankai Xu
 +41 22 739 66 59 (Chinese-speaking media)

Support in Geneva for out-of-town broadcasters

Actua - camera crews and equipment: +41 22 809 1515

Free news - camera crews and equipment: +41 22 807 0050

Visuals – Equipment rental: +41 22 561 0707

Servibroadcast – Equipment repairs: +41 22 788 5110
Online 

All public sessions and press conferences held in the main briefing room will be webcast live, with archives made available shortly afterwards. Audio files will also be available online after processing time. Follow the Ministerial Conference on Twitter: www.twitter.com/WTO_OMC
More information: 

Please visit www.wto.org for podcasts, webcasts, photo gallery, briefing notes and updated information during the Conference (also in French and Spanish). 

Follow the Ministerial Conference on social media - see links on the WTO website. 

