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Mr. Chair:  

As noted by others, these are challenging and uncertain times for the global economy.

These challenges directly affect the people we represent.  

We owe them a duty to find solutions to the issues we face.
History clearly shows that issues of global significance – like the ones before us – require globally-coordinated solutions. 

Deepening trade and investment ties is vitally important to restoring the health of the global economy.  

Yet we’re faced with the stubborn reality of our current negotiating difficulties.

Canada’s message is clear. 

We cannot allow these obstacles to weaken the rules-based multilateral trading system, or to overshadow the important day-to-day work of this Organization. 

The WTO remains critical to Canada's trade policy. 

Our second message is just as clear: Protectionism is not the answer. 

We understand the pressure some governments face to turn inward and impose protectionist policies. 
We cannot allow that to happen.  If our goal is prosperity for our citizens, protectionism is poisonous to that effort.  
Canada is doing its part to resist protectionism. Faced with the current impasse, Canada has pursued an ambitious and active free trade plan to open doors for our exporters around the world. In the last 5 years, we've concluded free trade agreements with nine countries and are negotiating with many more.  

We've taken steps to become the first tariff-free zone for manufacturing imports in the G-20.  Since 2009, we've liberalized tariffs on 1,800 tariff lines. 
And we’ve taken steps to remove the monopoly powers of the Canadian Wheat Board.

Colleagues, I repeat.  We must -- as WTO Members – stand firmly against rising protectionism.  

Accordingly, I urge all members to support the enhanced pledge against protectionism that is already supported by numerous WTO members.

This pledge reiterates the fact that free and open trade is the best way to create jobs and economic growth in these challenging times.

We must also ensure that the WTO’s dispute-settlement, monitoring and surveillance systems remain strong. 

And we cannot forget to do our part to help developing countries benefit from trade. 
But our setbacks cannot be ignored.  

Like you, I’m deeply concerned about the current impasse.   

Previous negotiating approaches are not working. 

I’m glad to hear of an openness to explore new approaches. 

Let me be clear:  Canada is here to support a strengthened WTO.  But, we will not succeed until we honestly address each other's trade interest.

We firmly believe the multilateral trading system, like ships on a rising tide, has the potential to lift all countries, creating jobs and economic growth.

We call on all Members to work together to deliver on the promise of the WTO in the years ahead.   

