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MALIAN PROPOSALS FOR THE FUTURE 

NEGOTIATIONS ON AGRICULTURE

Importance of the success of the negotiations on agriculture for Mali

The main purpose of the Malian Government's economic policy is to achieve growth geared to reducing poverty.  The fulfilment of this objective presupposes, inter alia, the implementation of trade and investment policies aimed at increasing the supply of goods and services, both for export and the domestic market, by making better use of the country's comparative advantages in the context of multilateral trade liberalization.  With this aim in view, the  Malian authorities have decided to give support to the main basis of our economy, namely the agricultural sector, which accounts for some 40 per cent of GDP and employs 80 per cent of the population, with a two-thirds share of exports.


Four (4) buoyant sectors with considerable economic potential have been identified.  Their development, with a view to strengthening Mali's presence on foreign markets, requires substantial financial support from the international community.  Mali's status as a least developed country (LDC) should be an argument in favour of the proposals set out below.

Proposals


Fruit and vegetables:

-
Duty-free admission of fruits and vegetables from the LDCs;


-
immediate abolition of export subsidies for fruit and vegetables, a leading export item of most LDCs;


-
adoption of a sectoral development policy.


Livestock and meat:


-
Duty-free admission of red meat and cattle from the LDCs;


-
duty-free admission of livestock products and meat from the LDCs.


Hides and leather:


-
Duty-free admission of hides, leather and products thereof from the LDCs.


Rice:


-
Abolition of export subsidies for rice, a leading export item of most LDCs for the period 2001-2010;


-
implementation of a support programme for this sector over the same period (2001‑2010).


Cotton:


-
Evaluation of the implementation of developed countries' commitments;


-
duty-free admission of cotton from the LDCs;


-
substantial reduction of domestic supports in developed countries;


-
maintenance of the right of State trading enterprises in the LDCs to operate on the international market.
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