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WORKSHOP ON ENVIRONMENT-RELATED PRIVATE STANDARDS, 

CERTIFICATION AND LABELLING REQUIREMENTS 
Geneva, Switzerland  

9 July, 2009 

Programme 

Objectives of the Workshop 
· The objective of the Workshop is to provide an opportunity for delegations to deepen their knowledge and understanding of recent developments in voluntary environment-related standards, and related certification/labelling schemes developed in the private sector.  

· It will provide a forum for an exchange of knowledge, drawing from experience and work carried out in this area.  Information will be provided on a variety of schemes in various sectors, including their environmental and sustainable development objectives, standard development processes, conformity assessment procedures, stakeholders involved (e.g. standard developers, standard users and producers), market access opportunities and challenges faced, in particular by producers and exporters in developing countries.   

Format and schedule    

· This one day Workshop will be held in the WTO premises, Centre William Rappard, 154 Rue de Lausanne, Geneva, Switzerland.  It will be addressed to Geneva-based delegations, and be held back-to-back with the regular meeting of the Committee of Trade and Environment (CTE) of 10 July 2009.    

Workshop Agenda

8.30
Registration 

9.30
Welcome


Harsha Singh, WTO Deputy Director-General 

9.45-10.15
Session 1 - Introduction   


Chairperson:  Harsha Singh, WTO Deputy Director-General 

· What are private standards? 


John Tucker, Standards Australia  

· What are the issues specific to private standards? 


Pascal Liu, Trade and Markets Division, FAO

Questions and answers
10.15-13.00
Session II – Examples of environment-related private standards, certification and labelling schemes 
This session focuses on the various features of environment-related private standards, certification and labelling schemes, in particular those used by retailers and buyers along the supply chain in the following sectors:  fisheries, coffee, forestry and horticulture sectors.  Perspectives of standard developers, as well as standard users and producers, in particular those from developing countries, will be reflected.

Questions to be considered:  What are the common environment-related certification and labelling schemes in the various sectors?  What are the processes involved in environment-related certification and labelling schemes, starting from producers to consumers along the supply chain?  Who are the standard owners and certification bodies?  What is the involvement of suppliers, buyers, processors, retailers and other stakeholders?  Are these schemes initiated by NGOs, standardizing bodies or retailer groups?  What are the standards development processes, transparency and consultation procedures? What are the claimed objectives?  What are main driving forces for these private initiatives?  Are they driven by MEA goals, consumer demands, market forces, or other agendas?  What are the costs involved for producers/exporters with respect to implementation, certification and the right to use labels?  

Chairperson:  Vesile Kulaçoğlu, Director, Trade and Environment Division
Fisheries sector   

· Private standards and certification schemes in fisheries and aquaculture:  current practice   

Rolf Willmann, Senior Fishery Planning Officer, Fisheries Department, FAO
· Recent developments in the branding and marketing of fish products  

Peter Hajipieris, Director of Sustainability and External Affairs, Birds Eye Iglo Group Limited
· The case of  Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)  

Andrew Mallison, Standards and Licensing Director, MSC 
· The experience of fish producers in East Africa  


Mr. Dick Nyeko, Executive Secretary, Lake Victoria Fisheries Organization 

Questions and answers
Coffee sector 
· Common sustainability-related standards and labelling schemes on coffee 


Morten Scholer, Coffee Section, ITC
· The experience of Starbucks Coffee  


Stephane Erard, Green Coffee Trader, Starbucks 

· The case of the Rainforest Alliance  


Bernward Geier, Rainforest Alliance 
· The experience of coffee producers in South America


Jan Bernhard, project manager, Pronatur, Peru 


Questions and answers
Horticulture sector   
· Private standards and certification schemes in horticulture products:  current practice 


Linda Fulponi, Directorate for Trade and Agriculture, OECD  
· The REWE - navigation system for sustainable products and consumption


Ludger Breloh, Managing Director Strategical Purchase, REWE Group Cologne

· The case of Fair Trade Labelling 
Bernhard Herold, Max Havelaar-Foundation, Switzerland

· The case of Soil Association 

Kenneth Hayes, Standards Research Officer, Soil Association 

· The experience of fruit and vegetable producers in Africa 

Patrick Deegbe, Wad African foods Limited, Ghana 
Questions and answers

Lunch break (13.00-14.30)
14.30-15.15
Session II – Examples of environment-related private standards, certification and labelling schemes (Cont'd)

Forestry sector   
· Private standards and certification schemes in wood products:  current practice 


Ed Pepke, UNECE/FAO Timber Section
· The experience of wood product retailers  

Bastien Sachet, Tropical Forest Trust 
· The case of Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)

Andre Giacini de Freitas, Executive Director, FSC

· The experience of forestry producers in South-East Asia 


Siti Syaliza Mustapha, Malaysian Timber Council 


Questions and answers
15.15-17.30
Session III – Main challenges and opportunities 


Round Table discussion 


Chairperson:  John Tucker
This round-table discussion is structured around a number of generic issues, namely, transparency and standard development processes;  proliferation and harmonization;  environmental impact and effectiveness of private standards;  and technical cooperation and capacity building.

Questions to be considered:  How do private standards, certification and labelling schemes impact on the various stakeholders?  What are the interests and involvement of the stakeholders?  How do these standards and schemes impact on trade?  What are the challenges and opportunities faced, particularly by small producers in developing countries?  What are the possible ways to overcome these challenges?  What is the role of government?  What are the existing technical assistance and capacity building activities in this area?  

· Transparency and standard development processes


Presentation:
Kevin McKinley, Deputy Secretary-General, ISO


Discussants:
Sasha Courville, Executive Director, ISEAL Alliance 



Joseph Wozniak, Trade for Sustainable Development, ITC  

· Proliferation and harmonization 

Presentation:
Selma Doyran, Codex Alimentarius Commission  


Discussants:
Linda Fulponi, Directorate for Trade and Agriculture, OECD 



Moustapha Kamal Gueye, UNEP 
· Environmental impact and effectiveness 

Presentation:
Sasha Courville, Executive Director, ISEAL Alliance 


Discussants:
Alexander Kasterine, ITC 


Rolf Willmann, Fisheries Department, FAO


Ronald Steenblik, Trade Policy Linkages Division, OECD 
· Capacity building  

Presentation:
Müge Dolun-Bora, UNIDO 

Discussants:
Pascal Liu, Trade and Markets Division, FAO


        
Ulrich Hoffman, UNCTAD

Questions and answers
17.30-18.00
Session IV – Relevant rules and work in the WTO  

· Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and the TBT Committee  
Stefania Bernabè, Trade and Environment Division, WTO  
· Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) and the SPS Committee 
Serra Ayral, Agriculture and Commodities Division, WTO

Questions and answers

Conclusion 

____________
