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Workshop on the WTO Agreement on 

Government Procurement

(Held at the WTO, 154 rue de Lausanne, Geneva,

from 6 to 8 June 2005)

PROGRAMME

This Workshop on the Agreement on Government Procurement is being organized for the benefit of WTO Members who have undertaken commitments in respect of accession to the Agreement and others with observer status in the Committee on Government Procurement.  Currently, nine WTO Members have applied for accession to the Agreement (Albania, Bulgaria, Georgia, Jordan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Oman, Panama, Chinese Taipei) and five others have undertaken commitments regarding accession to the Agreement (Armenia, China, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and Mongolia). Another seven WTO Members have observer status (Argentina, Australia, Cameroon, Chile, Colombia, Sri Lanka, and Turkey) in the Committee.


The purposes of this Workshop are to enhance participants' knowledge of the basic concepts, principles and obligations laid down in the Agreement with a particular emphasis on Parties' experience with implementation of the Agreement;  to have an exchange of views on the modalities of accession to the Agreement and the challenges faced by the acceding Members in addition to the benefits for such Members;  and to hold a dialogue on technical cooperation and capacity-building issues related to accession to the Agreement.  The Workshop will be held in English.
__________

Day 1, Monday, 6 June 2005, Morning

9:30 

Welcoming remarks: Ambassador Tae-yul Cho, Chairman, GPA Committee, and Mr. Adrian Otten, Director, Intellectual Property Division, WTO Secretariat 

SESSION 1:
Overview of government procurement activities at the international level

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	9:40 – 10:10
	1.1
WTO activities in the area of government procurement: economic and developmental significance
	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	10:10 – 10:30
	1.2
Other international instruments and activities: the work of UNCITRAL
	Ms Caroline Nicholas, UNCITRAL Secretariat 

	10:30 – 10:50
	1.3
General discussion


10:50 – 11:10
Coffee Break

SESSION 2a:
Basic principles and main rules and procedures under the Agreement on Government Procurement
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:10 – 12:00
	2.1
Basic architecture of the Agreement (structure, scope, basic principles of non-discrimination and transparency)  
	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	
	2.2
Overview of the Article XXIV:7 negotiations
	Mr. Janos Volkai, WTO Secretariat

	12:00 – 12:30
	2.3
General discussion


12:30 – 14:30 - Lunch break

Day 1, Monday, 6 June 2005, Afternoon
SESSION 2b:
Main rules and procedures under the Agreement on Government Procurement and emerging developments
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:30 – 15:00
	2.4
Tendering procedures and transparency provisions under the Agreement
	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah, WTO Secretariat

	15:00 – 16:00
	2.5
Current trends regarding the use of information technology in procurement: implications for existing international instruments
	Ms Caroline Nicholas, UNCITRAL Secretariat 

	
	2.6
Possible developments on tendering rules and procedures arising from review of the text of the Agreement
	Ms Susan Sheehan, International Trade Canada

	16:00 – 16:20
	2.7
General discussion


16:20 – 16:40
Coffee Break

SESSION 2c:
Basic principles and main rules and procedures under the Agreement on Government Procurement: Breakout session
	Time
	Subject

	16:40 – 18:00
	2.8
Breakout session – (1) Balancing efficiency, domestic policy priorities, and international trade concerns; (2) Issues and challenges in aligning domestic law and international rules on government procurement




Day 2, Tuesday, 7 June 2005, Morning

SESSION 3:
Scope and Coverage
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:30 – 10:30


	3.1
Parties' Schedules, Appendices, General Exceptions
	Ms Susan Sheehan, International Trade Canada

	10:30 – 10:50
	3.2
Introduction to the market access negotiations – the request/offer process
	Mr. Janos Volkai, WTO Secretariat

	10:50 – 11:20
	3.3
General discussion


11:20 – 11:40
Coffee Break

SESSION 4: 
Special provisions for developing countries
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:40 – 12:10
	4.1
Article V – Special and differential treatment for developing countries 
	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah, WTO Secretariat

	
	4.2
The state of the negotiations regarding Article XIV (Developing countries) of the current revised interim draft text
	Ms Susan Sheehan, International Trade Canada

	12:10 – 12:30
	4.3
General discussion/Q&A


Lunch break: 12:30 – 14:30 

Day 2, Tuesday, 7 June 2005, Afternoon

SESSION 5a: Accession to the Agreement: process, expectations and experiences of Parties and Acceding members

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:30 – 14:50
	5.1
Overview of the accession process: procedures and indicative timetable
	Mr. János Volkai, WTO Secretariat

	14:50 – 15:10
	5.2
Expectations of Parties from acceding Members
	Mr. Stephen Kho, Permanent Mission of the United States

	15:10 – 16:10
	5.3
Expectations and experiences of Parties and acceding Members under the Agreement
	Mrs Suhair Amireh, Jordan

Mr Jin-dong Kim, Korea 

Mr Tsu-chi Yeh, Chinese Taipei

	16:10 – 16:30
	5.4
General discussion/Q&A


16:30 – 16:50
Coffee Break

SESSION 5b:
Accession to the Agreement:  Breakout session

	Time
	Subject

	16:50 – 17:50
	5.5
Practical exercise on accession to the Agreement: strategies, planning, organization, scheduling of commitments, etc. 




Day 3, Wednesday, 8 June 2005, Morning

SESSION 6:
Enforcement Procedures

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:30 – 10:00
	6.1
Domestic bid challenge mechanisms – Article XX of the Agreement and possible developments under the negotiations (Article XVII of the revised interim draft text)
	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	10:00 – 10:30


	6.2
WTO dispute settlement procedures: Article XXII of the Agreement on Government Procurement
	Ms Kerry Allbeury, WTO Secretariat

	
	6.3
WTO dispute settlement procedures: discussions under Article XVIII of the current revised interim draft text
	Ms Susan Sheehan, International Trade Canada

	10:30 – 10:50
	6.4
General discussion


10:50 – 11:10
Coffee Break

SESSION 7:
Rectifications and Modifications

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:10 – 11:50
	7.1
Modifications to Parties' Schedules under Article XXIV:6 
	Mr. Janos Volkai, WTO Secretariat

	
	7.2
Possible developments in the review of the text on modifications to Parties' Schedules (Article XVI of the revised interim draft text)
	Ms Susan Sheehan, International Trade Canada

	
	7.3
General discussion


Session 8: Technical cooperation and capacity building 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:50 – 12:30

	8.1
Overview of WTO Secretariat's technical assistance activities in the area of government procurement
	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah, WTO Secretariat

	
	8.2
Capacity building in government procurement: a view from the World Bank


	Mr. Carsten Fink, World Bank

	
	8.3
General discussion


Lunch break: 12:30 – 14:30

Day 3, Wednesday, 8 June 2005, Afternoon

Session 9: GPA Accession and the interests of developing countries and acceding members:  roundtable discussion 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:30 – 16:30
	9.1
Roundtable discussion


	Mr. Rob Anderson, WTO Secretariat

Ms Susan Sheehan, International Trade Canada

Ms Caroline Nicholas, UNCITRAL Secretariat

Mrs Suhair Amireh, Jordan

	
	9.2
General Discussion




16:30 – 16:40
Closing remarks:  Mr. Rob Anderson (Counsellor, Intellectual Property Division)
_________











