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_________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT 

FOR ARAB AND MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES

Muscat, Oman 18 to 20 December 2006

PROGRAMME

This Workshop is organised jointly by the WTO in co-operation with the Government of the Sultanate of Oman for Arab and Middle East countries.

The purpose of the Workshop is to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information on national, bilateral, regional and multilateral trade related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement. The broad objectives of the programme are to:  (i) enhance participants' awareness of key concepts and principles in this area;  (ii) familiarize them with relevant WTO activities;  and (iii) facilitate policy development and decision making in this area at the national and regional levels. The programme adopts an interactive approach emphasizing embedded breakout sessions to encourage consideration of practical issues, networking, and the exchange of information and sharing of experiences.
The Workshop will be held in English, with simultaneous interpretation into Arabic provided courtesy of the Government of the Sultanate of Oman.
It is anticipated that one participant each from the following countries will attend the Workshop: Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman (host), Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. 

To encourage the sharing and exchange of information and experiences on national and regional disciplines, participants are encouraged to come prepared, where possible, with relevant material to contribute to the workshop. 



_________

PROGRAMME 
Day 1,  18 December 2006, a.m.

08:00
REGISTRATION

08:30   SESSION 1:  Opening 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	08:30 – 09:00
	1.1
Opening Remarks / Keynote Address


	HE Mr. Ahmed bin Suleiman Al-Maimani 

Under Secretary for Administrative, Financial and Regional Affairs 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Oman

Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	
	Break, 5 mins
	

	09:00 – 09:30
	1.2
Participant introductions and objectives
	Participants


SESSION 2:
Economic and political significance of government procurement

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:30 – 10:00
	2.1
Significance of government procurement – economic efficiency, domestic policy considerations and the international dimension


	Prof Dan Gordon, GAO, USA



	10:00 – 10:15
	2.2
General discussion
	


10:15 – 10:30

Coffee break

SESSION 3:
Multilateral and international disciplines and activities

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	10:30 – 11:00
	3.1
Overview of WTO  work on government procurement 


	Mr. Robert Anderson, 

WTO Secretariat



	11:00 – 11:30
	3.2
The treatment of government procurement in international trade agreements: the EU experience


	Mr. Elies Messaoudi, 

European Commission

	11:30 – 11:45
	3.3
General discussion
	


11:45 – 12:30

 Lunch break
Day 1,  18 December 2006, p.m.

SESSION 4a:
Regional and international activities, practices and experiences 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	12:30 – 13:00

	4.1
Creating an efficient and competitive government procurement system : international experiences and practices 


	Prof Dan Gordon 

GAO, USA 

	13:00 – 13:30
	4.2
WTO rules relevant to procurement by state trading enterprises


	Mr. Robert Anderson, 

WTO Secretariat

	13:30 – 13:45
	4.3
General discussion
	


13:45 – 14:00

Coffee break

SESSION 4b:
National experiences, practices and issues 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 14:30
	4.4
Government procurement in Oman: practices, experiences and lessons

	Mr Rashid bin Yahya AL-Maskary, Tender Board, Oman 

	14:30 – 15:30

	4.5
National experiences, practices and issues – breakout session

	Participants


Day 2, 19 December 2006,  a.m.

SESSION 5a:
Definition, scope and coverage of government procurement
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	08:30 – 08:50

	5.1
Definition and scope of government procurement: conceptual issues and trade perspectives including the principle of non-discrimination
	Mr. Robert Anderson, 

WTO Secretariat

	08:50 – 09:25
	5.2
Scope and coverage of government procurement rules: Parties' Appendices and General Notes under the GPA


	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah, 

WTO Secretariat



	09:25 – 09:45
	5.3
The ongoing negotiations in the GPA scope and coverage: prospects and constraints

	Mr. Elies Messaoudi, 

European Commission 

	09:45 – 10:00
	5.4
General discussion


	


10:00 – 10:15

Coffee break

SESSION 6: 
Disciplines and rules for a transparent and competitive government procurement system

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	10:15 – 10:45
	6.1
Key requirements for a transparent, efficient and competitive government procurement system


	Prof Dan Gordon, 

GAO, USA 

	10:45 – 11:15

	6.2
Disciplines and procedural rules under the GPA and developments in the on-going re-negotiation of the Agreement


	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah,
WTO Secretariat

	11:15 – 11:30
	6.3
General discussion


	


11:30 – 12:15
 Lunch
Day 2, 19 December 2006,  p.m.

SESSION 7a: 
Reflecting developing country interests in trade agreements with a government procurement dimension: issues and challenges

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	12:15 – 12:45

	7.1
Negotiating trade agreements with a government procurement dimension: issues and challenges for developing countries

	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah,
WTO Secretariat

	12:45 – 13:10
	7.2
Accession to the Agreement on Government Procurement: overview, procedures and indicative timetable


	Mr. Robert Anderson,
WTO Secretariat

	13:10 – 13:30
	7.3 
Special and differential treatment for developing countries:  existing provisions and possible developments under the GPA


	Mr Elies Messaoudi, 

European Commission

	13:30 – 13:45
	7.4
General discussion


	


13:45 – 14:00

Coffee break

SESSION 7b: 
Reflecting developing country interests in trade agreements with a government procurement dimension: issues and challenges, contd – breakout session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 16:00

	7.5
Breakout session:  Negotiating an accord on government procurement: relevant issues and challenges, e.g.


-  preparatory work: organization and coordination


-  preparatory work: market analyses and studies


-  identifying offensive and defensive interests


-  negotiations on rules


-  negotiations on market access 


-  strategies, processes and approaches 


	Participants

Introduction by: 

Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	
	
In session coffee service, 15 mins
	

	
	7.6
Breakout session, contd: reporting, general discussion and debrief
	Participants

Debrief by: Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat




Day 3, 20 December 2006,  a.m.

SESSION 8a: Performance and compliance issues
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	08:30 - 09:10

	8.1
Enforcement procedures under the GPA: domestic bid challenge and WTO dispute settlement procedures and possible developments

	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	09:10 – 09:40
	8.2
Domestic review procedures: the experience and practices of the US


	Prof Dan Gordon, GAO, USA 


	09:40 – 10:10

	8.3
Domestic review procedures: the experience and practices of the EU


	Mr. Elies Messaoudi, European Commission 



	10:10 – 10:25
	8.4
General discussion


	


10:25 – 10:40
Coffee break

SESSION 8b: Performance and compliance issues, contd
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	10:40 – 11:10

	8.5
Procurement performance, oversight and accountability: national experiences and practices


	[2 x Participants]

	11:10 – 11:30
	8.6
Measures to prevent collusive tendering: an important adjunct to a liberalized government procurement regime

	Mr. Robert Anderson, 

WTO Secretariat

	11:30 – 11:45
	8.7
General discussion
	


11:45 – 12:30
 Lunch break
Day 3, 20 December 2006,  p.m.

SESSION 9: Implementation and related issues – breakout session, contd: 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	12:30 – 14:30
	9.1
Aligning international and multilateral disciplines with domestic legislation, practices and policy priorities: issues and challenges


- breakout session


	Participants

	
	
In-session coffee services, 15 mins
	

	
	9.2
Breakout session, contd: reporting and general discussion
	Participants


SESSION 10: Concluding session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:30 – 15:15

	10.1
Workshop summary 
	Prof. Dan Gordon 



	
	10.2
Plenary evaluation, comments and closing     roundtable

 
	Participants, Speakers



	
	10.3
Closing remarks


	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat 
Host Country (Oman)

	15:15
	Close


_________

















