BRAZIL (JOB(02)/99/Add.5 – See G/TBT/W/186)

A.
What are your top prioritised TBT-related technical assistance, technical co-operation or capacity building needs? (Please also provide explanation or justification for such needs.)  

1. Raise awareness concerning the demands under the TBT Agreement at the Federal, State and Municipality levels, throughout the governmental entities and to the private sector.

2. Provide training for national regulation agencies concerning the preparation of technical regulations based on TBT principles. Spread such practises through municipality associations as a way of making them available to States and Municipalities regulators. 

3. Support the National Standardising Body (ABNT) in the implementation of the Code of Good Practice for the preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards.(ISO GUIDE 60).

4. Promote training events at the WTO headquarters for those regulation agencies leaders who have not yet adhered to the Enquiry Points.
5. Development of a marketing intelligence in order to enhance the 5.000 biggest companies’ interaction with the Enquiry Point.
B.
Where do these needs fit in terms of your overall trade related technical assistance and capacity building needs (i.e. are any of these needs considered to be a priority at the national level, by relevant domestic authorities, agencies and interested parties)?


Yes.  The above actions correspond to the top three priorities seen by the Central Government as essential for the complete implementation of the TBT Agreement at the three governmental levels, attending to Federal Government, States and Municipalities and private sector’s needs.

C
Have you received assistance in these prioritised areas in the past?  If yes, when and by whom?


Yes.  In 1996,the Brazilian Enquiry Point received technical assistance on the above, during a two-day seminar provided y the Committee on Technical Barriers in Rio de Janeiro. However, our objective of spreading such practises to other governmental levels did not take place.

D.
Are you currently receiving any assistance in these prioritised areas?  If yes, by whom?

(a) No. The training events provided to Inmetro’s staff in 1996 were discontinued.

E.
Have you approached any donors to assist you in meeting these needs?  If yes, when and to whom?
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Yes. In April/May 2002, Inmetro started to interact with the WTO, UNCTAD and ITC aiming to identify possible consultation/training events and funding agencies to support them.

F.
Can you identify, in your opinion, the donors which would be well suited to assist you with these specific needs? Or if you consider technical cooperation or regional arrangement possible solution?


The most traditional funding agencies which currently assist such initiatives are: the World Bank, the Interamerican Development Bank, UNIDO and the Interamerican Agency for Co-operation and Development. On what concerns the Good Practises for Technical Regulations, Inmetro has identified the Department of Trade and Industry – UK, as a possible partner for a previous implementation of the Regulatory Impact Assessment. Inmetro understands that the implementation of such guide in Brazil will ensure that the issued regulations will be necessary and effective for the attendance of the desired benefits. It will also ensure that the associated costs and risks are justifiable and that the resulting burdens faced by SMEs are minimised. 

G.
Any other issues to be addressed.

CO-OPERATION AND/OR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE WHICH COULD BE PROVIDED BY INMETRO

1. Support to least developed countries for the conception, implementation, organisation and operation of their Enquiry Points, as foreseen in the TBT Agreement.

2. Co-operation on the development of Portals aimed at supporting the LDCs exporters, either on the identification and removal of technical barriers or on the implementation of tools such as the “Exporters Alert!”

3. Technical assistance to least developed countries aimed at the adequacy of their Regulation Agencies to the requirements and principles of the Good Practices for Technical Regulations of the TBT Agreement.

4. Technical assistance to least developed countries aimed at the LDCs needs on the implementation and adequacy of their Conformity Assessment Procedures according to the TBT Agreement.

5. Technical and administrative assistance to the Accreditation Bodies and their respective calibration and testing laboratory networks in least developed countries, providing them with the necessary tools for their operation in accordance with the TBT Agreement requirements.

