LEBANON –Observer (JOB(02)/99/Add.18 – See G/TBT/W/186 Annex I)

A.  What are your top prioritised TBT-related technical assistance, technical cooperation or capacity building needs? (Please also provide explanation or justification for such needs.)  

1.
Assistance in establishing accredited laboratories and accredited Conformity Assessment Bodies. Lebanon doesn’t have an accredited laboratory yet; this is creating difficulties and complications related to TBT for the access of its products to the international markets (repetition of conformity assessment procedures which is increasing the cost for the exporters, incompliance with technical regulations and international standards). In addition to this, the absence of accredited bodies impedes the conclusion of MRAs with trading partners.

2.
Rehabitiliation (infrastructure, personnel) of existing laboratories through providing new lab’s equipments especially equipments related to calibration and metrology. Study visits to Lebanese laboratories to assess the current situation of the conformity assessment system (certification bodies, laboratories) in Lebanon.

3.
Assistance to LIBNOR in the following:


-
Adoption/adaptation of international standards as national standards for products and services, including certification, conformity assessment, accreditation standards and Quality and Environment Management Systems (ISO 9000 and ISO 14000).


-
Establishing and running an Information Technology System for all LIBNOR’ activities, including an Information Centre which will serve as an Enquiry Point for Lebanon and other countries.


-
Training LIBNOR staff and other selected personnel, from both private and public sectors, to build local capacity for training all local industry sectors on the related products standards, quality assurance system, Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP), Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP), Good Sanitary Practice (GNP), etc.

4.
Assistance in drafting national TBT Law:


-
Specialized experts to help in drafting law, to explain the ambiguity of certain provisions of the WTO TBT agreement.


-
Provide model laws on TBT

5.
Conduct awareness campaigns, training sessions, seminars and workshops for all the concerned parties (Public and Private Sectors) on the importance TBT Agreement, requirements and implementation in particular.


Continued training for staff and inspectors in charge of conformity assessment procedures.

B.  Where do these needs fit in terms of your overall trade related technical assistance and capacity building needs (i.e. are any of these needs considered to be a priority at the national level, by relevant domestic authorities, agencies and interested parties)?


The above mentioned needs are considered to be priority at the national level especially regarding the establishment of an accredited laboratories and accredited Conformity Assessment bodies, because this aspect plays an important role in enhancing trade with trading partners. 


This will help in increasing Lebanese exports and the opening of international markets as well as in improving the quality and the competitive of the Lebanese products in international markets, once they meet international standards and international Conformity Assessment procedures. 

C Have you received assistance in these prioritised areas in the past?  If yes, when and by whom?


No
D. Are you currently receiving any assistance in these prioritised areas?  If yes, by whom?


The IRI (Industrial Research Institute) is receiving equipments for their laboratories from the IAEA.(International Atomic Energy agency). The UNIDO (United Nations Industrial Development) is sending missions to IRI to verify the current conformity assessment procedures.


Very limited assistance is currently received from the EU through the Industry Modernisation Program (IMP).

E. Have you approached any donors to assist you in meeting these needs?  If yes, when and to whom?

Within the framework of the Euro-Med agreement, in the context of MEDAI and MEDA II, Lebanon has asked for technical assistance to meet these TBT needs.

F. Can you identify, in your opinion, the donors which would be well suited to assist you with these specific needs?  or if you consider technical cooperation or regional arrangement possible solution?


Suitable donors: European Union, USA, Japan. 


Regional arrangements are not a good solution since most of countries in the region have similar problems.

