ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES (JOB(02)/99/Add.30 – see G/TBT/W/186/Add.1, Annex I)

A.
What are your prioritized TBT related technical assistance technical capacity building needs? (Please also provide explanation or justification for such needs)

1.
Training in preparing and sending Notifications.  Despite our willingness if we do not get the training it would hinder our compliance to our obligations. 

2.
Training is also needed in Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs).  We need training in this area to be able to enter into negotiation with other members.


3.
Assistance with the drafting of our Technical Regulations so that we can get the support necessary to ensure that the provisions of the Agreements are met.
4.
Assistance with the setting up of our Enquiry Point and also support to have our Laboratories accredited since the main difficulties that our exporters face are costly multiple testing and certification.

5.
Assistance with the upgrading of our WTO Resource center and more awareness of the TBT Agreement.
B.
Where do these needs fit in terms of your overall trade related technical capacity building needs (i.e. are any of these needs considered to be a priority at by relevant domestic authorities, agencies and interested parties)?


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Commerce and Trade being the contact point the training is a necessity if we are to keep up with real time connection with other Ministries and other Member.  Also, the office would be called upon to monitor the compliance of the TBT Agreement

C.
Have you received assistance in these prioritised areas in the past?  If yes, when and by whom?


No

D.
Are you currently receiving any assistance in these prioritised areas?


If yes, by whom?  


No

E.
Have you approached any donors to assist you in meeting these needs?  

If yes, when and by whom?


We approached the WTO under the Technical Assistance Programme 


In July 2002 the contact point is the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Commerce and Trade.
F.
Can you identify, in your opinion, the donors which would be well suited to assist you with these specific needs? Or if you consider technical cooperation or regional arrangements possible solution?


UNITAD;  AITTIC – Funds set up by Switzerland;  WTO

G.
Any other issues to be addressed

