TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO (JOB(02)/99/Add.40 – See G/TBT/W/186/Add.1, Annex I)

A.
What are your top prioritised TBT-related technical assistance, technical cooperation or 

capacity building needs? (Please also provide explanation or justification for such needs.)  

1.
Database of local importers/exporters that can interface with the WTO website to facilitate dissemination of information on trade issues.

2.
National programme on the interpretation/ implications of the WTO Agreements.

3.
Upgrading of Metrology Capacity.

4.
Increased participation at the international level on standards and conformity assessment.

5.
Training in Negotiation Techniques.

B.
Where do these needs fit in terms of your overall trade related technical assistance and 

capacity building needs (i.e. are any of these needs considered to be a priority at the national level, 

by relevant domestic authorities, agencies and interested parties)?

Local companies are not being prepared for the potential impact of WTO TBTs that will impact negatively on trade. Metrology capacity is limited in terms of equipment and trained personnel. Inadequate funding for attendance at meetings and conferences impairs the capacity of local representation to negotiate and maintain awareness of critical issues.

C
Have you received assistance in these prioritised  areas in the past?  If yes, when and by whom?

A workshop was held in 1996 which was funded by the OAS on the interpretation of the WTO/TBT Agreement only. This was for the Caribbean Region. However for most of the areas listed no assistance has been received.

D.
Are you currently receiving any assistance in these prioritised areas?  If yes, by whom?


No.

E.
Have you approached any donors to assist you in meeting these needs?  If yes, when and to whom?
IDB/MIF project to establish an accreditation programme for laboratories was cancelled earlier this year. An attempt to reformulate it is underway.

F.
Can you identify, in your opinion, the donors which would be well suited to assist you with these specific needs?  or if you consider technical cooperation or regional arrangement possible solution?

Technical cooperation on regional arrangements are possible. Donors can provide training/ Technical assistance/ funding e.g. ISO, SIM, CIS, NIST, Germany, United Kingdom and Canada.

G.
Any other issues to be addressed.

Training scholarships and attachments should be easier to access.

Expansion and upgrading of testing laboratories.

Regulatory/administrative framework for used goods import.

