VENEZUELA (JOB(02)/99/Add.25 – See G/TBT/W/186, Annex I)

A.
What are your top prioritized TBT-related technical assistance, technical cooperation or capacity-building needs? (Please also provide explanation or justification for such needs.)

1. Technological infrastructure or advice on computer systems to help strengthen the enquiry point’s role in coordinating and centralizing the issuing and notification of information.  In our view, the following would be important:

(i) Technological infrastructure:  Scanner and software for handling documents in electronic format and for managing an electronic archiving system.

(ii) Advice on computer systems with a view to creating a web page that would provide easy and speedy access to information on regulations and standards in Venezuela and direct access to regulatory- and standard-related information in other countries (notifications to the WTO).  It would be desirable to include a section linking the various bodies.  Since the Venezuelan enquiry point has limited staff and equipment, this would be a most valuable methodological tool.

2. Training in spreading knowledge of the benefits of and obligations under the TBT Agreement among all the bodies involved in its operation.  National experts have but little experience in this field.  Training could be included in the dissemination programme currently being implemented by the Government with a view to promoting participation by industrial sectors and sub-national bodies.  Interest has been expressed in being able to share experiences with other developing Latin American countries that have greater experience in implementing the Agreement – including through visits, internships and grants that would provide opportunities to become more familiar with enquiry points in other countries (e.g. Colombia, Peru, Mexico).

B.
Where do these needs fit in terms of your overall trade-related technical assistance and capacity building needs (i.e. are any of these needs considered to be a priority at the national level, by relevant domestic authorities, agencies and interested parties)?

There is a clearly defined government policy, as well as guidelines for action (as specified in the comments under II.(b)2. above.  

The promotion of coordination, training and awareness-raising to ensure more effective implementation of the TBT Agreement, in accordance with the needs and priorities identified in this questionnaire, are therefore regarded as priorities by the national authorities.

C.
Have you received assistance in these prioritized areas in the past?  If yes, when and by whom?

An expert from the PTB (Physikalische-Technische Bundesanstalt, German Bureau of Weights and Measures) came to Venezuela in 2001.  The purpose of the mission was simply to assess Venezuela’s situation with regard to the implementation of the TBT Agreement.
D.
Are you currently receiving any assistance in these prioritized areas?  If yes, by whom?

No.

E. Have you approached any donors to assist you in meeting these needs?  If yes, when and to whom?
No. 

F.
Can you identify, in your opinion, the donors which would be well suited to assist you with these specific needs?  or if you consider technical cooperation or regional arrangement a possible solution?

The Andean Development Corporation might assist in the process of setting up a database to manage information.  Some industrial chambers might be interested in gathering information from specific sectors.

G.
Any other issues to be addressed.

