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This note contains a summary of "key challenges" that arose from discussions at the WTO Regional Workshop on the Implementation of the Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement (WTO TBT Agreement) for Caribbean Countries, held in Bridgetown, Barbados on 18-20 November 2008.  It draws entirely on discussions held during the three days and the points included have been reviewed by the participants and speakers.  Nevertheless, it is drafted on the sole responsibility of the WTO Secretariat and is provided for information purposes only.   
_______________

(
A "Proactive Approach":  Participants were of the view that a more proactive approach to informing industry and government of the importance of non-tariff measures (TBT and SPS in particular) in international trade is needed.  Better awareness of possible effects of other countries' trade measures might help industry react before it is too late, and be less on the defensive. This may also enable industry to be in a position to proactively promote offensive market access positions in standards-related activities.  Government has an important role in informing / activating industry (government "buy-in"). Mechanisms for internal coordination between regulatory bodies and industry are needed to make implementation of the TBT Agreement more efficient.  

Groups' suggested actions:

(a) Research:  Development of an inventory of examples of how the system for internal coordination and involvement of stakeholders works in other countries, including within the Region.

(b) Action:  First, participants suggested the formal establishment of a national TBT Committee, possibly sub-ordinate to existing structures (e.g., a trade policy committee working on other WTO issues).  Members to the national TBT committee should include relevant stakeholders such as trade policy makers, national standards bodies (NSBs), industry and academia.  Second, it is important to strengthen the Enquiry Point so that it can do more than simply comply with the TBT Agreement (dissemination of information of interest); the creation of standardized procedures for the operation of the Enquiry Point would help ensure lasting functionality.  A fully operational Enquiry Point could, in addition, serve as the Secretariat for the above-mentioned national TBT Committee. Third, it was proposed that a regional TBT Committee be created using CROSQ
 as the Secretariat and comprising representatives of the national committees.  
(c) Expected results: Participants expected that improved national (and regional) coordination would contribute to a better assessment of both national and regional offensive and defensive interests on NTB issues relevant to regulations (both TBT and SPS).  This could lead to efficiency and market gains in both trade and standardizing fora.
(
Quality infrastructure:  The technical conformity assessment infrastructure (e.g., metrology, laboratories, certification and accreditation bodies) in the Region is limited.  In particular, there is limited access to internationally recognized accreditation and there is a need for basic metrology infrastructure.  


Groups' suggested actions:

(d) Research:  Participants stressed the need to determine what can to be done on a national basis and what might more efficiently be achieved at a regional level – and what CROSQ's role is or could be.  In this regard, CROSQ referred to a report which set out the support needed by countries in the Region in order to meet the commitments made in the EPA between CARIFORUM and the EU.  The report set out the current status of the quality infrastructure in the countries of the Region (as well as at the regional level); it proposed a programme that addresses improvements needed at both national and regional level.  

(e) Action: Development at a national level of laboratories, metrology (legal) certification and, at the regional level, of an accreditation cooperation (proposed name: Caribbean Cooperation for Accreditation).  Participants stressed that the responsibility for the development of the Region's quality infrastructure should lie with NSBs as well as CROSQ.  
(f) Expected results: Reliable, recognized services in the Caribbean which carry confidence in international trade. 

(
Participation in international standardization:  Participation in international standardizing activities is essential to influence the development of standards of products of interest to the Region.  The Group was of the view that there is a need to make more efficient the Region's participation in such activities.  There is also a need to consider ways of raising awareness of the benefits to participation in international standard-setting work (the objective is not participation per se, but to use/develop relevant standards as a means of gaining market access).  

Groups' suggested actions:

(g) Research: Countries of the region could look in various forms/mechanisms for regional representation.  It could be possible to consider a more formal coordination of regional positions at the level of CROSQ.  This type of work is being considered with respect to the region's participation in Codex.  
(h) Action:  More enhanced coordination could be done through an "e-group" (possibly coordinated by the CROSQ Secretariat), including notifications to other Members of the region of intention to participate in a particular technical meeting or other body.  Moreover, coordination did not necessarily only need to involve the expression of common positions.  

(i) Expected Results: Better promotion of the Region's interests in international standards-setting activities, for instance through the identification of products of interest and/or though the advancement of work in areas that matter to the Region.  This increased involvement would help NSBs focus on relevant standardizing activities.
(
Regulatory Reform:  In some countries of the Region there may be a "back-log" of old regulations and "old" terminology ("compulsory standards") which might breed confusion.  


Groups' suggested actions:

(j) Action:  Participants suggested that the Region engage in full review the of existing regulatory stock and a periodic review of regulation thereafter, as well as look into the use of Good Regulatory Practices (GRP) when developing new regulations.  Some countries were already using GRP (e.g., Trinidad and Tobago) and beginning to use basic Regulatory Impact Assessments (RIAs) (e.g., St. Lucia).  It was suggested that countries wishing to implement RIAs should start with a simple model and identify a few, low risk regulations to assess as a pilot project.
_______________
� The "CROSQ" is the CARICOM Regional Organisation for Standards and Quality. It was established in 2003 by a Caribbean Community (CARICOM) treaty as an Intergovernmental Organisation and the regional centre for promoting efficiency and competitive production in trade and services, through the process of standardisation and the verification of quality.  More information is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.crosq.org/" ��http://www.crosq.org/� .
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