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Background


This  Workshop is organized by the Secretariat of the World Trade Organization as part of its Biennial Technical Assistance and Training Plan for 2008-2009.  It is funded through the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund. 

The Workshop is organized for the following Members and Observers:  Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas (acceding), Barbados (host), Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago. Two capital-based representatives from WTO Members directly involved at a technical, practical and/or policy level in the implementation of the TBT Agreement have been nominated to participate in this Workshop.    

Representatives from a range of relevant international and regional organizations are also being invited to participate in the Workshop and contribute to the programme and discussions.  Expert speakers from other Members of the WTO will be invited to offer their experiences on the implementation of the TBT Agreement.
Structure and Objective


The programme of the Workshop is designed to assist participating countries from the Region to consolidate knowledge of the principles and disciplines of the TBT Agreement.  The Workshop will also introduce participants to the work and current discussions in the Committee - with a view to promoting a more effective participation of the Region in the Committee's work.  As well, the Workshop will provide a forum for participants to share experiences with respect to technical barriers to trade and implementation of the Agreement.


Participants will be expected to contribute actively to the Workshop.  Working in groups, they will be asked to propose concrete initiatives to deal with TBT-related implementation challenges in the region, as well as in their own countries.  It is important that participants are fully informed of – and can speak about – concerns relating to technical barriers to trade affecting products of exports interest from their country.  They should also have good knowledge of standardization activities in their country, conformity assessment infrastructure, and how the implementation of the Agreement's transparency provisions works (i.e., operation of notifications and enquiry points).  
Venue


The Workshop is being held at: 


Grand Barbados Resort 


PO Box 639 Aquatic Gap


St. Michael Bridgetown, Barbados West Indies


Tel: (246) 426 4000


Fax: (246) 429 2400


Website: www.grandbarbados.com
WTO Resource persons


For information on the substantive elements of the Workshop, please contact directly Mr. Erik Wijkström (erik.wijkstrom@wto.org) or Mrs. Stefania Bernabè (stefania.bernabe@wto.org).  On logistical matters, please direct any enquiry to logistics.unit@wto.org.
	TUESDAY, 18 November 2008

TBT basics



	
	

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration

	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening


	09:30 – 10:30
	The TBT Agreement and its Principles 

	
	WTO
	The background to the TBT Agreement, its basic principles and current discussions on the implementation of the Agreement


	***  10:30 – 11:00  Coffee break ***

	11:00 – 12:30
	The work of the TBT Committee

	
	WTO
	The work of the TBT Committee


	***   12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break  ***



	14:00 – 14:40
	The concept of "Good Regulatory Practice" 

	
	WTO
	Good Regulatory Practice and Implementation of the TBT Agreement


	14:40 – 17:00
	Group Work
Group Work on TBT Questionnaire
Brief presentation of responses
(Oral presentation: 10 minutes per group)


	***

Coffee break:

15:30 – 15:45 ***

	

	
	


	WEDNESDAY, 19 november 2008

implementation of the tbt Agreement 

and International standards


	
	

	09:00 – 10:30
	Implementing the TBT Agreement – Two cases:

	
	David Shortall
	The Canadian Experience



	
	Julia Doherty
	The US Experience



	***  10:30 – 10:45  Coffee break ***  

	10:45 – 12:30
	Group Work
WTO Introduction with examples of an "Action Plan"

Work on presentations for 20 Nov, last session. 

( Participants may also use this time to consult speakers)

	
	

	
	

	***   12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break  ***



	14:00 – 17:00
	International Standards

	
	WTO
	Outline the disciplines of the TBT Agreement and the work carried out by the TBT Committee in the area of international standards.


	
	IEC 
Ms. Francy Torres

ISO

Ms. Anthea Ishmael
	The work of international standardizing bodies


	***  15:15 – 15:30  Coffee break ***  



	
	CARICOM Regional Organisation for Standards and Quality (CROSQ)
Dr Vyjayanthi F. Lopez

 
	Building Quality Infrastructure in the Caribbean



	THURSDAY, 20 november 2008 

transparency and Discussion of Key challenges


	
	

	09:00 - 10:15
	Transparency Provisions

	
	WTO
	Overview of the transparency provisions in the TBT Agreement.


	***  10:15 – 10:30  Coffee break ***


	10:30 - 12:30
	David Shortall
	The Canadian Experience



	
	Julia Doherty
	The US Experience



	
	Participants
	Implementation of the transparency obligations of the TBT Agreement (including with respect to the 15.2 Statement, notifications, enquiry point, etc.).  


	***  12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break ***

	14:00 – 15:15
	Identifying Key Challenges in the Region

	
	Group Presentations

Oral presentation of Action Plans (10 minutes per group) followed by 

Panel with all speakers – discussion and identification of common points


	
	

	***  15:15 – 15:30  Coffee break ***



	15:30
	Conclusion


__________
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