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national workshop ON the agreement on 
TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE (TBT agreement)
AMMAN,  JORDAN
24-25 FEBRUARY 2009
PROGRAMME

This national workshop is organized at the request of Jordan. 


The workshop will provide an overview of the TBT Agreement.  The background, purpose and scope of the Agreement will be explained; main principles and disciplines will be highlighted and clarified; particular attention will be given to conformity assessment requirements and procedures.  The workshop will also update participants on current discussions in the TBT Committee and will provide as well a forum for participants to share information and experiences on TBT aspects.  The workshop will include presentations from the host authorities on Jordan's experience with implementation of the Agreement, with conformity assessment procedures and with the work of the Enquiry Point.


Participants will be expected to contribute actively to the Workshop.  In this regard, time will be made available in each session for discussion and information sharing.


The Workshop will take place at the Royal Scientific Society, Amman.
__________

	24 February 2009


	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening remarks

Dr. Yaseen M. Khayyat/ Director General of the Jordan Institution for Standards and Metrology

	
	Structure and objectives of the Workshop

WTO representative

	OVERVIEW OF THE AGREEMENT ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE


	09:30 – 10:30
	Principles of the TBT Agreement

	
	Ms. Stefania Bernabe, WTO
	The background, purpose and scope of the TBT Agreement will be explained.  Main principles and disciplines will be highlighted, in particular relating to non-discrimination, unnecessary barriers to trade and harmonization.

	***  10:30 -  11:00  Coffee break ***  


	11:00 – 12:00
	The work of the TBT Committee

	
	Ms. Stefania Bernabe, WTO
	The role and functions of the TBT Committee will be explained.  An update will be provided on current discussions in the Committee.  Particular attention will be given to specific trade concerns and also outcomes of the Fourth Triennial Review.


	12:00 – 12:30
	Discussion – the experience of Jordan in implementing the TBT Agreement and participating in the TBT Committee's work
Ms. Rana Kilani/ TBT Core Group Coordinator at the Jordan Institution for Standards and Metrology

	***   12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break  *** 

	CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES



	14:00– 15:15
	Different approaches to conformity assessment procedures

	
	WTO
Mr. David Shortall, Expert on conformity assessment
	An overview of provisions in the TBT Agreement related to conformity assessment  and of the work of the Committee in this respect will be provided.  Different approaches to conformity assessment will be discussed, as well as related costs and benefits

	*** 15:15 15:45 Coffee break ***



	15:45 – 16:30
	Facilitating the acceptance of conformity assessment results

	
	Mr. David Shortall, Expert on conformity assessment
	The advantages of, and possible difficulties with, various approaches to facilitate the acceptance of conformity assessment results, in particular the use of accreditation, will be discussed.

	16:30– 17:15
	National Infrastructure for conformity assessment – discussion
Mrs. Ola Zawati/ Director of the Accreditation Unit


	25 February 2009


	TRANSPARENCY

	09:00 – 10:15
	Transparency requirements and procedures in the TBT Agreement

	
	Ms. Stefania Bernabe, WTO
	Transparency requirements and procedures will be explained, including with respect to notification procedures, functioning of the Enquiry Point, and the Code of Good Practice.

	***   10:15 – 10:45 coffee break  *** 



	10:45 – 11:15
	Mr. David Shortall
	The Canadian experience

	11:15– 11:45 
	The Enquiry Point in Jordan

	
	
	A representative from the relevant Jordan authority will share information on the functioning of Jordan's Enquiry Point.

Ms. Rula Madanat/ Assistant Director General for Technical Affairs- Director of Knowledge Management Department at the Jordan Institution for Standards and Metrology

	11:45 – 12:00
	Discussion
	

	***   12:00 – 14:00Lunch break  *** 



	GOOD REGULATORY PRACTICE



	14:00– 15:30
	Good regulatory practice

	
	Ms. Stefania Bernabe, WTO
	The work of the TBT Committee in this respect will be illustrated.


	
	Mr. David Shortall
	The Canadian experience

	15:30 -16:00 
	Final discussion and summing up








