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WTO Regional Workshop for the caribbean on 

the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade 
30 November – 2 December 2005
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–PROGRAMME – 
Background


This workshop is organized by the WTO with the cooperation of CARICOM as part of its Technical Assistance Programme for 2005, and is funded through the Global Trust Fund.  Officials who are responsible for the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (the TBT Agreement) from Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Monserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago have been invited.

Structure and Objective


The programme of the Workshop is organized in eight sessions spanning two days and a half days. It is designed to assist participating countries to consolidate knowledge of the principles and disciplines of the TBT Agreement, with particular focus on conformity assessment procedures and information sharing;  to update capital-based officials on the current issues in the TBT Committee, with the view of promoting a more effective participation in its work; and to provide a forum for participants to exchange views and experiences on various TBT issues.

Participants from the invited countries will be expected to contribute directly to the programme of the Workshop, in particular on issues related to a) conformity assessment procedures and practices in the region; b) notification and enquiry points, and; c) specific trade concerns.  A detailed programme is enclosed.
Resource persons


The WTO Secretariat is organizing the workshop. CROSQ and CARICOM have been invited to present the regional experiences. Representatives of the IEC and ISO will illustrate their work in the respective areas of competence. 

Venue


The Workshop will be held at The Marriott Courtyard (Invader's Bay, Audrey Jeffers Highway, Port of Spain – Trinidad), where participants and resource persons will also be lodged.
	Wednesday 30 November

	Session 1:               Introduction

	09:00 – 09:20
	Opening
Trinidad and Tobago Authorities, CARICOM 

	09:20 – 09:30
	Structure and Objectives of the Workshop – WTO (Mr. Erik Wijkström)

	09:30-10.15
	The TBT Agreement: concepts and definitions - WTO  (Mr. Erik Wijkström)
· The WTO and Non-Tariff Trade Barriers
· The Coverage of the Agreement 

	***  (10:15– 10:30 Coffee break) ***  

	Session 2:           Disciplines of the TBT Agreement: an Overview

	10:30 – 11:30
	Preparation, Adoption and Application of Technical Regulations, Standards and Conformity Assessment Procedures - WTO (Mr. Erik Wijkström)
· The Main Disciplines 
· The Relevant Provisions

	11-30 – 11:45
	Implementation of the TBT Agreement – WTO (Mrs  Stefania Bernabè)
· Statement under Art. 15.2

· Statements from the Caribbean region

	11:45 – 12:30
	Regional and National experiences 
Participants are invited to briefly illustrate the measures taken at national level to implement the Agreement

	*** (12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break)*** 

	Session 3:           Disciplines of the TBT Agreement: Harmonization

	14:00 – 14:45
	International Standards and the TBT Agreement – WTO (Mrs. Stefania Bernabè)
· Provisions on harmonization

· The use of international standards: the EC Sardines case

	14:45 – 15:30
	Panel:  Preparation and Use of International Standards – ISO (Mr. Peter Dennehy)

                                                                                                 IEC (Mr. Pedro Rosenfeld)  

	***(15:30 – 15:45 Coffee break)***

	15:45 – 16:15
	Panel: Standardization in the region – CROSQ (Mrs. Camella Rhone)
                                                                 CARICOM (Mr. Patrick Walker)

	16:15 – 17:00
	Discussion


	THURSDAY 1 DECEMBER

	Session 4:         Disciplines of the TBT Agreement: Conformity Assessment Procedures

	09:00 – 10:00
	Provisions on Conformity Assessment and relevant TBT Committee's work – WTO 

(Mr. Erik Wijkström)
· Preparation of CAPs; Acceptance of results;  International and regional systems.
· Different approaches to conformity assessment, SDoC and the work ahead

	***(10:00 – 10:15Coffee break)***

	Session 5:           Conformity Assessment Procedures and Practices

	10:15 – 11:00
	Panel: International Standards on Conformity Assessment – IEC (Mr. Pedro Rosenfeld)  
                                                                                                        ISO (Mr. Peter Dennehy)

	11:00– 11:30
	Panel: Conformity Assessment in the Region– CROSQ (Mrs. Camella Rhone)

                                                                               CARICOM (Mr. Patrick Walker)

	11:30 – 12:45
	National Practices in Conformity Assessment  - Participants are invited to make brief presentations/interventions on their national conformity assessment practices

	***(12:45– 14:00 Lunch break)***

	Session 6:          Disciplines of the TBT Agreement: Transparency and Information Sharing

	14:00 – 15:00
	Transparency Provisions: Rights and Obligations – WTO (Mrs.  Stefania Bernabè)
· Notifications obligations and handling of comments 
· Publications and dissemination of information
· Enquiry Points: role and practical functions

	15:00 – 15:30
	Practical exercise: notifications

	***(15:30– 15:45 Coffee break***)

	15:45 – 16:45
	National Experiences – Participants are invited to make brief presentations/interventions on their experiences with TBT notifications and/or the role of Enquiry Points

	16:45 – 17:15
	Discussion


	FRIDAY 2 DECEMBER

	Session 7:            The TBT Committee and the Discussion of Trade Concerns

	09:00 – 09:30
	How the TBT Committee works– WTO – (Mr. Erik Wijkström)
· Composition, meetings, agenda

· The fourth triennial review

	09:30 – 10:15
	Specific Trade Concerns Raised – WTO (Mrs. Stefania Bernabè)
· The mechanism

· Trade concerns raised by countries in the region

	10:15 – 11:15
	National Experiences: TBT-related Trade Concerns in the Region – Participants are invited to make brief presentations/interventions on their countries' specific trade concerns in the TBT area

	***(11:15 – 11:30 Coffee break)***

	Session 8:           The Development aspect in the TBT Agreement: Technical Assistance and Special

                              and Differential Treatment 

	11:30 – 11:45
	The Provisions in the TBT Agreement and the Work in the TBT Committee– WTO 

(Mr. Erik Wijkström)

	11:45 – 12:15
	Panel on Technical Assistance Activities WTO, ISO, IEC, CROSQ, CARICOM

	12:15 – 12:30
	Discussion and conclusions from the Workshop

	12:30
	Closing


__________
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