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REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES ON THE AGREEMENT ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE
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Panama, 20-22 July 2004
Provisional Agenda


The workshop is organized by the WTO as part of its Technical Assistance Programme for 2004.  It is financed by the Global Trust Fund and by IADB/INTAL.  Officials who are responsible for the TBT Agreement in Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama (host country), Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela have been invited.

The objective of the Workshop is to update capital-based officials on the current issues in the TBT Committee and to provide a forum for participants to share experiences on the various TBT issues, particularly with regard to the exchange of information.  The transparency provisions (notifications, national enquiry points and authorities responsible for the notification procedures) will be analysed in detail, with practical exercises.  The participants must be prepared to exchange experiences and views concerning the operation of the national enquiry points(s), and the inter‑institutional coordination between it/them and the various regulatory bodies, the central notification authority and the private sector.  Representatives from the InterAmerican Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC), the Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex) and the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) have been invited to participate in the Workshop.
	Tuesday, 20 July 2004


8.30 - 9 a.m. 

Registration of participants
9 - 9.15 a.m.

Opening ceremony – Panamanian authorities  - INTAL

9.15 - 9.30 a.m.

Structure and objective of the Workshop - WTO
Session 1
The WTO and Non-Tariff Barriers to Trade
9.30 - 10 a.m.


WTO principles and non tariff barriers to trade - WTO



Questions and answers
Coffee break (10 - 10.15 a.m.)

10.15 - 11.45 a.m
The TBT Agreement – (WTO)




- Definitions and principles



- Legitimate objectives



- Adoption of regulations 




- Conformity assessment procedures



Questions and answers
11.45 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 
Introduction to the SPS Agreement and its differences from




the TBT Agreement – (WTO)



- Introductory notes and parallels with the TBT Agreement



Questions and answers
Lunch (12.30 – 2 p.m.)

Session 2
Harmonization
2 – 3.45 p.m.
The importance of accreditation; the IAAC, accreditation activities and harmonization at the regional level; the case of Mexico;  technical cooperation and assistance in the region with regard to accreditation (Presentation by the IAAC)



Questions and answers
Coffee break (3.45 - 4 p.m.)
4 - 5 p.m.
Practical case study:  - Codex



Questions and answers
	Wednesday, 21 July 2004


Session 2
Harmonization (continuation)

8.30 - 10 a.m.
Use of international standards, recommendations and guidelines and their relationship with the TBT Agreement: the case of "Trade Description of Sardines" (DS/231 Peru-European Communities) (WTO)




Questions and answers
Coffee break (10 - 10.15 a.m.)

Session 3
Working Session on Exchanges of Information
10.15 - 11.15 a.m.
Transparency provisions in the TBT Agreement - (WTO)




-
Declaration on the administration and application of the Agreement



-
Notifications



-
Enquiry points



Questions and answers
11.15 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.
Practical exercise on notifications – WTO and participants
Lunch (12.30 – 2 p.m.)

2 -3 p.m.

Group work



-
Function of the enquiry points and national experiences – Working groups




-
Reports and discussions – Rapporteurs and WTO
Session 4
 Exchanges of information:  members' experience
3 - 3.45 p.m.

The national enquiry point in Brazil



Questions and answers
3.45 - 4.30 p.m.

The national enquiry point in Mexico



Questions and answers
Coffee break (4.30 - 4.45 p.m.)

4.45 - 5.30 p.m.

The activities of the OIML and the Codex Alimentarius in facilitating exchanges of information
	Thursday, 22 July 2004


Session 5
Benefiting from the agreement:  the tbt committee and technical cooperation
8.30 - 9.30 a.m.

The TBT Committee  (WTO)




Results of the triennial reviews



Specific trade concerns




- the Committee as the forum for raising concerns




- analysis of practical cases described by Members




Questions and answers
9.30 - 10.30 a.m.
National experiences on TBT-related trade concerns


Participants should come prepared to make brief presentations on this point relevant to their experiences in the TBT area. (5-7 minutes per country)

Coffee break (10.30 - 10.45 a.m.)

10.45 - 11.45 a.m.
Technical cooperation (WTO)




Technical cooperation and assistance



Special and differential treatment



Benefits and difficulties 




Problems and needs




The STDF in the SPS field
11.45 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.
Technical cooperation (OIML, Codex)



Questions and answers





Lunch (12.30  - 2 p.m.)

Session 6
Transparency and on-line information facilities
2 - 3:30 p.m.

Transparency through on-line information facilities




General aspects, tools, how to access and who may have access

Coffee break (3.30 - 4 p.m.)

4 - 5 p.m.

Transparency on the TBT Agreement through on-line information facilities



Access to WTO documents and their different acronyms and symbols

Instruction manual to be distributed to regulators and to the private sector with a view to increasing exchanges of information
Closure

Participants, OIML, Codex, INTAL, WTO

__________










