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The SPS/TBT transparency framework

• Regulatory (SPS/TBT) requirements significant share of all non-
tariff measures

• Recent UNCTAD report reveals that:
“Technical Barriers to Trade are the most frequent form of NTMs, 

affecting 35 per cent of product lines and about 65 per cent of 
world trade, followed by export measures and sanitary and 

phytosanitary measures.” 



SPS/TBT transparency framework

• SPS/TBT requirements in constant evolution

• SPS/TBT Agreements provide a framework

• Transparency one of the main pillars

• WTO Members required to 
• notify new/changing SPS/TBT measures before their 

adoption and provide 60-day comment period
• designate an Enquiry Point to answer queries



Cosmetics

Toys

Drones
Chemicals

Medical devices

Food products

Cotton

Diverse content of 
notifications…



Notifying Member: India, 20 August 2018 

Cotton Bales, HS: 5201 Cotton, not carded or combed, ICS: 59.080.30 Textile 
fabrics

Cotton Bales (Quality Control) Order, 2018

Final date for comments: 60 days from notification



Notifying Member: Peru, 23 May 2018

Country affected: Turkey

The notified draft Directorial Resolution sets out the phytosanitary requirements 
governing the importation into Peru of uncarded and uncombed cotton fibre 
(Gossypium spp.) originating in and coming from Turkey, following the completion 
of the relevant pest risk analysis  

Final date for comments: 22 July 2018

Product: HS Code 5201



Addendum

Regular notification

MRL for pesticide 2,4-D in 
cotton seeds; 

HS Code 120720

Notifying Member: Canada

Comment deadline: 4 November 2018

22 August 2018



Adoption of proposed MRL notified on 
23 November 2018

Addendum

Notifying Member: Canada



SPS/TBT notifications on the rise

More than  4,000 SPS/TBT notifications circulated in 2017; 
how to keep track and react in a timely manner?



ePing: tool to track and manage notifications

SPS/TBT notification alerts Communication platform

matching users’ filter criteria 
(products, markets)

public/private stakeholder dialogue; 
key role for Enquiry Points

Launched in Nov. 2016
Publicly available in EN, FR, ES



ePing facilitates timely access to notifications for
formulation of comments

Producer/Exporter

Sector 
Associations 

Notifying Member

Other 
interested 

parties 

SPS/TBT Notification 
to WTO Secretariat 

Government 
agencies 

Enquiry Point

Comments 
in 60 days!



Register to receive alerts 
related to cotton and 

access all functionalities 
Select your 
language

http://www.epingalert.org

Register and receive alerts 



Register page  overview 



If you would like to 
receive all notifications, 
leave all boxes blank

To render the best filter 
results with respect to 
products, fill out each box 
(product names: OR)



Example of email alert 



The “search notifications” page

Possible to save filters; alerts also include saved filters

Type product name: cotton 

Insert an HS code 



• Register on ePing to keep track of evolving products requirements
affecting cotton:

www.epingalert.org

• Send your questions and comments to:

serra.ayral@wto.org
spstbtalerts@wto.org

To sum up:
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