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THE SITUATION OF FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION IN THE WORLD
Global hunger increased under the shadow of the COVID-19 pandemic
The pandemic heightened
the challenge of eradicating
hunger

Between 720 and 811 million people faced hunger in 2020 – around
118 million more hungry people than in 2019. About 660 million may
still face chronic hunger in 2030.

Nearly 2.4 billion people in
the world lacked access to
adequate food in 2020

The increase in moderate or severe food insecurity in 2020 equalled
that of the previous five years combined

Healthy diets are out of reach
for around 3 billion people

The increased cost of healthy diets and high levels of income
inequality put healthy diets further out of reach in Africa and in Latin
America and the Caribbean

The world is not on track to
achieve global nutrition targets

Some progress has been made, but the effects of the pandemic on
nutrition will cause setbacks

Source: Adapted from FAO, 2021. State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2021.

ALARMING LEVELS OF GLOBAL ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY
Between 2016 and 2021 the population in Crisis
or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) increased
by around 80 percent, from 108 million people
to 193 million people

Six countries reported large increases: the
Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Afghanistan, Ethiopia, the Sudan, the
Syrian Arab Republic and Nigeria

Accounted for around two-thirds of the
increase over the six years (58 million
people)

Numbers in brackets refer to numbers of food-crisis countries/territories.
Source: FSIN

All of them significantly affected by
conflict and insecurity during at least one
of the six years

MAJOR DRIVERS AFFECTING FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION
In 2021, the world was not on track to ending hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition

COVID-19
pandemic

Economic
slowdowns and
downturns

Climate variability
and extremes

Underlying causes of poverty & inequality

Source: Adapted from FAO, 2021. State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2021.

Conflict

Cost and
affordability
of healthy diets

HUNGER: THE IMPACT OF THE MAJOR DRIVERS

Hunger is higher and has increased more in countries affected by the major drivers and where there is
high inequality
PREVALENCE OF UNDERNOURISHMENT (%)

Source: Adapted from FAO, 2021. State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2021.

̵

The increased occurrence of these
major drivers has led to a rise in hunger
and has undermined progress in
reducing all forms of malnutrition
̵

70% of low- and middle-income
countries were affected by at least one
of the drivers
̵

Between 2017 and 2019, the PoU
increased by 4% in countries affected
by one or more of these major drivers
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AGRIFOOD TRADE SHOWED RESILIENCE DURING COVID-19
NOMINAL VALUE OF GLOBAL EXPORTS
(USD), ANNUAL % CHANGE

–
–

Between 2019 and 2020, agrifood
exports expanded unlike trade in
other sectors
Driven by economic recovery, strong
import demand and soaring commodity
prices, the value of agrifood exports
expanded roughly 15% in 2021
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RISKS TO AGRIFOOD TRADE IN 2022
Multiple and significant risks are affecting global food
markets today:

–
–
–

Continued prevalence of COVID-19

–

Soaring prices of food, fertilizers and energy and
also freight rates

–

Climate change, natural resource degradation, and
natural disasters add to these vulnerabilities and
increase risks and uncertainties

Slow recovery from the 2020 economic recession
Conflicts (local and cross-border), with the war in
Ukraine significantly affecting global supplies of
basic food commodities and fertilizers

HOW IMPORTANT ARE UKRAINE AND RUSSIA FOR AGRIFOOD TRADE?
The case of wheat

WHEAT IMPORT DEPENDENCY, NET IMPORTERS ONLY, 2021 (%)*
Wheat Import Dependency, net importers only, 2021 (%)
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GAUGING THE POSSIBLE EFFECTS OF TRADE RISKS ON WORLD

MARKET PRICES

WM price risks: short and medium term, moderate and severe supply disruptions
NOMINAL PRICE
RESPONSE OF WHEAT

NOM. PRICE RESPONSE
OTHER COARSE GRAINS

NOMINAL PRICE
RESPONSE OF MAIZE

NOM. PRICE RESPONSE
OF OTHER OIL SEEDS
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LINKAGES BETWEEN TRADE AND FOOD SECURITY

Trade affects all the four dimensions of food security: availability, access, utilization and stability

AVAILABILITY

ACCESS

The availability of sufficient quantities of food of appropriate quality
supplied through domestic production or imports
The access by individuals to adequate resources for acquiring
appropriate foods for a nutritious diet

TRADE
UTILIZATION

Utilization of food through adequate diet, clean water, sanitation and
health care to reach a state of nutritional well-being

STABILITY

Access to food at all times, without risk of sudden shocks or cyclical
events disrupting this access

Source: Adapted from FAO, 2016. State of Agricultural Commodity Markets 2015-16. Trade and Food Security.

ROLE OF TRADE FOR FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION

– In the longer run, effects
on: competition,
marketing, infrastructure,
value chain development,
investments

Trade

– Immediate effects on:
food production, total
supply, prices,
employment and
government revenues

Economic context and growth

The links between trade and food security are complex, with several channels of interaction affecting
the different dimensions of food security simultaneously and with different short- and long-term impacts
Production

Food Supply

Prices

Production, net trade,
stocks

Competition

Household Income

Distribution &
Infrastructure

Farm income,
employment, wages,
transfers

Labour Market

Government
services

Government
Budget

Food safety, health,
education

Economic variables directly affected by trade
Economic variables indirectly affected by trade
Food security dimension

Source: Adapted from FAO, 2016. State of Agricultural Commodity Markets 2015-16. Trade and Food Security.
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TRADE POLICIES CAN HAVE MIXED EFFECTS ON FOOD SECURITY
Impact of short-term trade policy interventions: export restrictions and tariff reductions
SHORT TERM

MEDIUM to LONGER TERM

Possible negative impact

Net Exporters (NE)
Export restrictions
(export taxes, bans
or limits)

NI: lower consumer prices

If put in place by many
countries simultaneously,
reduction in import barriers
leads to greater global
demand, while export
restrictions reduce global
supplies

NE & NI: lower producer
prices and uncertain policy
environment create
disincentives for
expanding production

NE & NI: producers
diversify away from
affected crops affected

Tightening of the balance
between demand and supply
puts upward pressure on
world prices

Exacerbation of uncertainty
and waning confidence in
global markets as a reliable
source of food: volatility in
global food markets

Source: Adapted from FAO, 2016. State of Agricultural Commodity Markets 2015-16. Trade and Food Security.

GLOBAL
LEVEL

Net Importers (NI)
Elimination of tariffs
on outputs and
inputs

NE: higher domestic
supply and price
stabilization

NATIONAL
LEVEL

Possible positive impact
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FINAL REMARKS
Food system transformation and the contribution of trade policy
TRANSORMATION OF FOOD SYSTEMS
– Integrate humanitarian, development and
peacebuilding policies in conflict areas
– Scale up climate resilience across food systems
– Strengthen the resilience of the most vulnerable to
economic adversity

CONTRIBUTION OF TRADE POLICIES
– Trade and related policy must prioritize long-term
objectives
– Avoid policy responses that can jeopardize the food
security situation
– Market transparency and policy dialogue should be
strengthened

– Intervene along supply chains to lower the cost of
nutritious foods

– Reinforce the multilateral trading system

– Tackle poverty and structural inequalities

– Support market functioning and facilitate trade,
including through digital tools

– Strengthen food environments and changing
consumer behaviour promoting healthy diets
Source: Adapted from FAO, 2021. State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2021.

– Ensure access to nutritious foods, including through
safety nets and targeted social protection programmes
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