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Statement by Guatemala

As a member of the Cairns Group, Guatemala is committed to the process of agricultural reform aimed at ensuring better market access for agricultural exports – particularly for small developing countries.  We endorse the proposal put forward by the representative of Australia on behalf of the Cairns Group, which addresses issues such as tariff reduction, tariff quota volumes and administration, and application of the special agricultural safeguard.


Special and differential treatment is a basic principle of the WTO agreements and must be reflected in agricultural reform.  Guatemala will demand that that principle be maintained and that the results of the current negotiations translate into tangible and significant change.


Guatemala supports measures aimed at improving market access and the ongoing reform towards liberalization of world agricultural trade.  Trade liberalization measures cannot, however, be implemented unless they are accompanied by the elimination of export subsidies and an in-depth review and rationalization of domestic support.


Agricultural reform is a key factor in the economic development of small developing countries, because it will allow more extensive participation in international markets by doing away with high trade barriers and distortions in domestic markets. Guatemala therefore considers it important that the reform process under Article 20 of the Agreement on Agriculture be completed by no later than 2003.


Guatemala reasserts its rights and obligations under the Uruguay Round Agreement on Agriculture.   These must be respected by the Members and remain intact until they are modified as a result of the current negotiations.


The objective of establishing a fair and market-oriented trading system must, furthermore, be reflected in the proposals and agreements reached during this negotiation process.  We as Members must therefore be cautious in voicing non-trade concerns that are not aimed at enhancing development of the world's peoples.
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