
Opening Session 

Five Highlights and a Quote! 

 
“The United Nations Food Systems Summit  was at the right place at the right time, allowing 

us to prepare for what we need to do going forward.”   
Agnes Kalibata 

President, Alliance for Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) 

 
• The food crisis remains very serious and has not gone away. It is playing out against 

the backdrop of major global supply chain disruptions brought on by the Covid -19 
pandemic and the war in the Black Sea region, interest rate hikes and a potential global 
recession, as well as the climate crisis.   

• While the FAO Food Price Index dropped by nearly 15% from its peak in March this 
year, it still remains 2% above last year.  Holding back its recovery to pre-war levels, 
is the continued rise of the price of cereals this October – with the FAO Cereal Price 
Index being 11% above last year.  Agnes Kalibata, former Special Envoy to the United 
Nations Food Systems Summit (UNFSS), cautioned against the lack of access to food 
and the problem of food availability and commended the work of the Global Crisis 
Response Group set up by the United Nations Secretary-General. 

• The world’s food import bill is forecast to reach an all-time high in 2022, exceeding $2 trillion.  
This is a 10% rise over last year’s record levels.  The world’s agricultural input import bill is 
forecast to reach around $424 billion in 2022 - a leap of 50% relative to last year.  Brazil 
highlighted how it had succeeded in turning the crisis into an opportunity; it had amongst 
other things succeeded in reducing its fertilizer use. 

• The International Fertilizer Association (IFA) warned that the lack of fertilizer was likely to 
exacerbate the food crisis, in particular in Africa and that many parts of the world were now 
witnessing lower rates of fertilizer application.   With the fertilizer industry being one of the 
most globalized industries, it stressed that international trade and cooperation were vital.  

• The Grain And Feed Trade Association (GAFTA) argued that food security is best served when 
open markets allow crops to be grown where this can happen most efficiently, productively 
and sustainably and shipped to where they are needed; thereby reducing the need for land, 
energy and water.  This efficient allocation of resources at the global level not only bolsters 
food security, but also leads to job creation and economic growth.  The Opening Session 
welcomed the UN-brokered Black Sea Grain Initiative. 
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