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PROGRAMME
WTO/UNESCAP/ASCI REGIONAL SEMINAR  FOR ASIA AND PACIFIC 

ECONOMIES ON COMPETITION POLICY, DEVELOPMENT AND THE MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM
6-8 October 2004
Hyderabad

This seminar has been organised jointly by the WTO Secretariat, UNESCAP and the Administrative State College of India for the benefit of the countries of the Asia-Pacific region. It focuses on specific themes that have been developed in discussions on trade and competition policy in various fora over the past several years, including: (i) the relationship of competition policy to trade and development; (ii) the impact of international cartels in developing countries, and possible measures to address such arrangements; (iii) the interface of competition policy and industrial policy; (iv) the role of competition policy in relation to economic restructuring;  and (v) the challenges involved in setting up an effective competition system at the national and/or regional level, and ways of meeting these challenges.

The seminar responds to the commitment made in the WTO Secretariat Technical Assistance and Training Plan for 2004 (WT/COMTD/W/119/Rev. 2, Annex, page 35).  


In addition to expert presentations, the seminar includes three separate "breakout sessions" in the course of which participants will engage in practical exercises relating to specific competition policy issues.

The seminar is purely educational in nature and is not in relation to any negotiations.
Day 1 (6 October 2004)

	9:00 – 9:40 AM:


	OPENING REMARKS

	Mr. Rajeet Mitter (Joint Secretary, Department of Commerce, Government of India)

	"Official welcome"

	Mr. Vinod Dhall (Member, Competition Commission of India)

	"Opening remarks"

	Mr. Rob Anderson (WTO)

	"Objectives and organization of the course"

	Mr. Marc Proksch (UNESCAP)

	"Opening remarks"

	Dr. S. K. Rao (ASCI)

	"Opening remarks"


Coffee break (9:40 – 10:10)

10:10-13:00
THE ROLE OF COMPETITION POLICY AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT: THE ASIA/PACIFIC EXPERIENCE
	Panelists 

	1. Mr. Rob Anderson (WTO)
	"Competition policy, development and trade: basic concepts and definitions"

	2. Mr. Marc Proksch (UNESCAP)


	"Competition policy and transnational investment:  issues and developments in Asia and the Pacific"

	3. Dr. Mark Dutz (World Bank) 
	"Competition policy and development in the Asia-Pacific region:  overview of the linkages"

	General discussion (20 minutes)


	Panelists 

	1. Mr. Vinod Dhall (Competition Commission of India)
	"Implementing India's new competition law: challenges and opportunities"

	2. Speaker from China
	"Implementing competition policy in China: experience to date and future prospects"

	3. Mr. Pradeep Mehta (Consumer Unity and Trust Society)
	"The implementation of competition policy in other Asia-Pacific countries: where we stand"

	General discussion (20 minutes)


Lunch break (13:00 – 14:00)

14:00 – 16:00
ADDRESSING THE IMPACT OF CARTELS AND OTHER ANTI-COMPETITIVE PRACTICES ON ASIAN DEVELOPING ECONOMIES
	Panelists 

	1. Dr. Simon Evenett (Oxford University)


	"The impact of  cartels in Asian developing countries:  domestic and international examples"

	2. Mr. Rob Anderson (WTO)


	"The detection and prevention of bid-rigging in public procurement processes"

	3. Mr. Pierre Arhel (WTO)


	"Enforcement tools and practical considerations relevant to criminal and non-criminal competition law investigations"

	4.  Mr. Milos Barutciski (Davies Ward Phillips and Vineberg, Toronto)
	"Tackling international anti-competitive practices:  the role of co-operation mechanisms"

	General discussion (30 minutes)


Coffee break (16:00 – 16:30)

16:30-18:00
BREAKOUT SESSION: PRACTICAL EXERCISE ON THE INVESTIGATION OF CARTELS
	Participants will be asked to complete a practical exercise on the investigation of a cartel, in small groups (60 minutes)

	Reports by group chairpersons to the assembled participants and general discussion (30 minutes)




Day 2 (7 October 2004)

09:00-11:00
THE INTERFACE OF COMPETITION POLICY AND INDUSTRIAL POLICY: THE TREATMENT OF MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS 
	Panelists 

	1. Dr. Simon Evenett (Oxford University)
	"The interface of competition policy and industrial policy in Asia: an overview"

	2. Mr. Rob Anderson (WTO)
	"Basic elements of merger analysis in a developing economy setting"

	3. Mr. Milos Barutciski (Davies Ward Phillips and Vineberg, Toronto)
	"Practical issues concerning competition law enforcement in the area of mergers"

	4. Mr. Pierre Arhel (WTO)


	"Competition policy, development and exceptions from competition law:  striking an appropriate balance"

	General discussion (30 minutes)


Coffee break (11:00 – 11:30)

11:30-13:00
BREAKOUT SESSION: MERGERS, COMPETITION POLICY AND INDUSTRIAL POLICY
	Participants will be asked to reflect, in small groups, upon the appropriate treatment of a hypothetical merger case involving competition, industrial policy and international competitiveness concerns. 

	Reports by group spokespersons to the assembled participants and general discussion (30 minutes)


Lunch break (13:00-14:00)



14:00-16:00
THE RELEVANCE OF COMPETITION POLICY FOR ECONOMIC RESTRUCTURING: THE ROLES OF COMPETITION ADVOCACY AND PROVISIONS ON ABUSE OF DOMINANT POSITION
	Panelists 

	1. Mr. Pierre Arhel (WTO)
	"The role of competition policy in relation to privatization and structural reforms:  abuse of dominant position and competition advocacy"

	2. Mr. Milos Barutciski (Davies Ward Phillips and Vineberg, Toronto)


	"Practical issues concerning competition law enforcement in the area of abuse of dominant position"

	3. Mr. Pradeep Mehta (Consumer Unity and Trust Society)


	"Competition policy and restructuring in Asian developing economies:  key findings from CUTS' research and advocacy activities"

	4. Mr. Phil Evans (Consumers Association, UK)
	"Abuse of dominance from a consumer perspective:  case studies and general observations"

	General discussion (30 minutes)


Coffee break (16:00 – 16:30)

16:30-17:30
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ISSUES

	Panelists 

	1. Mr. Rob Anderson (WTO)
	"Using competition policy to deal with anti-competitive abuses of intellectual property rights:  current antitrust thinking"

	2. Dr. S. Chakravarthy (India)
	"Competition policy and intellectual property rights: a perspective from India"

	General discussion (20 minutes)


Day 3 (8 October 2004)
9:00-11:00
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN COMPETITION POLICY AND TRADE POLICY
	Panelists

	1. Mr. Rob Anderson (WTO)
	"Competition policy and the multilateral trading system:  a conceptual and historical overview"

	2.  Mr. Philippe Brusick (UNCTAD)
	"Competition policy in the world economy: where do we go from here?"

	3.  H.E. Mr. Narayanan (India)
	"Competition policy in the WTO:  a post‑Cancun Indian perspective"

	4. Mr. Phil Evans (Consumers Association, UK)


	"Realising the potential synergies between competition policy and trade policy: keeping the dialogue alive"

	General discussion (30 minutes)


Coffee break (11:00– 11:30)

11:30– 13:00
Establishing an effective competition SYSTEM
	Panelists 

	1. Dr. P. Dasgupta (ASCI)


	"Establishing an effective competition policy system: the challenges facing India in implementing its new competition law"

	2. Mr. Rob Anderson (WTO)
	"Establishing an effective competition system:  insights from the WTO Working Group and relevant international experience"

	3. Mr. Yüksel Kaya (Turkish Competition Authority)
	"Implementing competition law in Turkey:  experience to date and challenges for the future"

	General discussion (30 minutes)


Lunch break (13:00 – 14:00)

14:00-15:30
BREAKOUT SESSION: ESTABLISHING COMPETITION SYSTEMS IN ASIAN DEVELOPING ECONOMIES: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS, CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

	Participants will be asked to reflect, in small groups, upon current developments, challenges and opportunities relating to the implementation of competition policy in their respective economies. Particular attention will be given to the situation of countries with limited or no experience in this area.

	Reports by group spokespersons to the assembled participants and general discussion (30 minutes)


Coffee break (15:30 – 16:00)

16:00-17:20
RAPPORTEUR'S SUMMATION AND GENERAL DISCUSSION

	Reflections by Workshop Rapporteur, Dr. Simon Evenett  (20 minutes)

	General discussion and closing comments by participants (60 minutes)


17:20-17:30
CLOSING REMARKS BY WORKSHOP ORGANIZERS AND HOST


