INTRODUCTORY NOTE

This seminar has been organised jointly by the WTO Secretariat, UNESCAP and the Administrative State College of India for the benefit of the countries of the Asia-Pacific region. It focuses on specific themes that have been developed in discussions on trade and competition policy in various fora over the past several years, including: (i) the relationship of competition policy to trade and development; (ii) the impact of international cartels in developing countries; (iii) the interface of competition policy and industrial policy; (iv) the role of competition policy in relation to economic restructuring; and (v) the challenges involved in setting up an effective competition system at the national and/or regional level.


The seminar responds to the commitment made in the WTO Secretariat Technical Assistance and Training Plan for 2004 (WT/COMTD/W/119/Rev. 2, Annex, page 35).  


In addition to expert presentations, the seminar includes three separate "breakout sessions" in the course of which participants will engage in practical exercises relating to specific competition policy issues.


The seminar is purely educational in nature.  The materials for the seminar have been collated in this volume to serve as a continuing resource for the participating officials subsequent to the seminar.  These materials will be supplemented by additional materials to be provided by the resource persons on-site.
Objectives of the seminar
At the end of the course the participants will have:

· A strengthened understanding of the relevance of competition policy to trade and development;

· An improved understanding of the role and application of competition law in relation to particular issues of concern to developing countries (the investigation of cartels;  the treatment of mergers in developing countries and the interface of competition policy and industrial policy; the role of competition policy in relation to economic restructuring; the interface of competition policy and intellectual property rights, etc.); and
· A shared appreciation of the challenges involved in implementing competition systems in their respective economies, and of ways of meeting those challenges.
Disclaimer


This volume of materials includes a number of documents that have been prepared informally by individual resource persons in addition to public documents of individual WTO Members.  These documents have been included for expository purposes only and should in no way be construed as having been endorsed by or necessarily reflecting the views of the WTO or its Secretariat.  The same is true of any views expressed by individual resource persons in their oral presentations.


Any questions may be directed to Rob Anderson (robert.anderson@wto.org) or Pierre Arhel (pierre.arhel@wto.org).

