Intervention by Bangladesh Delegation at the TNC on 28th July 2008


Thank you, Mr. Chair, for giving me the floor. I would also like to thank the Director-General for his leadership and his tireless efforts for bringing the meetings to a successful conclusion.
2.
As the Director-General has reported this morning, there has really been progress in the NAMA text on LDC issues. The new sentence in paragraph 15 of NAMA text is a step forward, although not a big step forward, but a step forward nevertheless.

3.
Unfortunately, Chair, the new language on LDC DFQF market access in NAMA text does not provide complete comfort to my delegation. Even now, 93% of Bangladesh export to USA goes under MFN duty. We are concerned that most, if not all, of our key exports will put in the 3% exclusion list, even after the somehow balancing text in paragraph 15.

4.
Mr. Chair, 65% of my export is contained in Annex 3. Even after that, we agreed to the list because of our feeling of solidarity with our African LDC brothers. We have taken the poison pill of slower implementation because of our understanding of the difficulty of the African LDCs. But Mr. Chair, it is simply unacceptable that countries like Pakistan and Sri Lanka will get faster market access, while LDCs like Bangladesh will be kept out. This goes against the basic concept of S&D treatment that has always been followed in GATT and WTO. We really are in double jeopardy Mr. Chair.

5.
However, Mr. Chair, we appreciate that our problem has been acknowledged, and accordingly Bangladesh has been included in Annex 4. Unfortunately, the tariff lines that have offered to us are simply of no use to my delegation. For information of the House, the five tariff lines that have been offered by the Chair to my delegation covers only 7.6% of my export to USA! If you look at the exports of Pakistan and Sri Lanka covered in Annex 4, it will become clear that these tariff lines in no way compensate for the double, or even triple jeopardy that we find ourselves in.
6.
Mr. Chair, WTO is a rules based organisation. We do not ask for anything outside the rules. We ask the Chair to apply the same methodology that was applied for selecting the tariff lines for Pakistan and Sri Lanka, and then give us the tariff lines that come up for Bangladesh. We strongly believe that same and equal methodology should be used, and we will accept the tariff lines that will be selected after application of that methodology.

I thank you, Mr. Chair.
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