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Thank you Mr. Chair,
I wholeheartedly commend your hard work and endeavors in the last nine days to pave the way for an outcome in the Doha Round. It has been a courageous effort that you have put in. At least, there is a consensus on this issue in this hall. 
Since, today’s TNC Meeting will be the last TNC meeting for Ambassador Don Stephenson, formally I would like to pay tribute to his personal contributions. I happily note that we will continue to benefit from the hard work and wisdom of Ambassador Bruce Gosper and Ambassador Crawford Falconer. 
We are saddened to see the Ambassador of Pakistan, my good friend Mansur, leave WTO.  My only consolation is that he is only changing his office and will be staying in Geneva.
Unfortunately, all those combined efforts have not enabled us to reach a breakthrough in the negotiations.  The attempt to reach a consensus through a mini Ministerial Meeting, even though was a high-risk operation, yet should now be depicted as a necessary step in the negotiation process rather than a failure.
It is true that substantial progress was made across the range of issues leading us close to finalizing the agreement. However, differences in opinions and in defining the “development round” concept and also the sensitive balance between the “commercial interests” and the livelihood of the farmers have not been attained.
Mr. Chair,
There is no doubt that a successful outcome in the Doha Round would contribute very much to the world trade, especially in an economical environment where fiscal and food crises are prevailing. As a matter of fact, the failure of this round of trade talks could not make a world a better place. A failure will be a major blow to the multilateral trading system. We all bear full responsibility in this regard.
It is obvious that all, I mean all Members, would have benefited significantly from a more open and fairer multilateral trading system should the DDA had been finalized. I also believe that in this hall there is the tangible political will to realize such an end.
Now, the question we all are confronted with is how to proceed rather than what went wrong. In this context, Mr. Chair, we all should reflect and look into the possible ways forward.  Accordingly, I would like to put forward some suggestions:
First of all, we all accept the merits of collective participation in finding lasting solutions to the intrigue problems of our complex world. Of course decision making process in multilateral fora for some is cumbersome and time consuming. Yet, what emanates from the collective wisdom is valuable for all. 
In the WTO, the membership has grown in number reaching 153. The members are fully cognizant of their interests and became more confident in defending them. New practices should be exercised. For the Members it now became more important to participate in the process. Collective responsibility dictates collective participation, that will enable collective wisdom to emerge. 

Secondly, it will be useful to take new steps once Members are convinced and satisfied with the comprehensive draft negotiation texts. The texts should not only reflect all interests and concerns of the stakeholders but particularly Members’ sine qua non positions as well. In that case, those texts would serve better as basis for further negotiations and make Ministers’ work less complicated. 
Thirdly, the structures for the basic yet fundamental instruments and concepts such as SSM, SPs and quota free and duty free treatment to LDCc must be matured enough by the negotiation groups before they are conveyed to the political level. Ministers’ Meeting is not the level where the architecture of the instruments are debated. The Ministers should bring about their political wisdom to limited issues such as the ratios and numbers.
Last but not the least, the July 2008 texts should be the bases for our future work in negotiations both in AG and NAMA.  Admittedly, it would be more practicable to discuss first the areas on which it is believed to be a convergence has already been reached after long hours of discussions of G-7. Thus, my delegation joins the suggestion of the European Commissioner Mr. Mendelshon to resume the process after the summer recess. After all, we need to bounce back immediately in order to maintain the credibility of the multilateral trading system. 
Mr. Chair,

Let me refer to the analogy of a soccer team made yesterday by the Foreign Minister of Brazil H.E. Mr. AMORIM which I totally share. We may have lost a game but the tournament is not over. The way you led the team was outstanding. Team played well. What you needed was a last minute striker.

I thank you Mr. Chair.
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