Summary:

The WTO, Poverty Alleviation, and the Environment

This panel examined the intersection of trade, poverty alleviation, and the environment within the context of the WTO and the Doha Agenda. It focused on how to move the trade and environment debate beyond current North/South divisions by addressing the poverty alleviation concerns of developing nations. Panelists explored these issues with case studies from China, Costa Rica, Mexico and the Caribbean. In each case it was shown that trade expansion, poverty alleviation, and environmental protection are not only compatible, but can be mutually reinforcing – producing win-win-win outcomes. The panel reached two main conclusions. First, producing win-win-win outcomes on trade, poverty alleviation, and environmental protection requires innovative policy development that encourages transparency, accountability, and disclosure in government policy making coupled with the involvement of grassroots constituencies in the policy development process. Second, in order to produce win-win-win outcomes it is necessary to view everything from a developing country perspective. 

The papers presented by the panel are available in the GETS on-line journal, GETS View, at www.gets.org.

