Ecolabelling: Trade Opportunities & Challenges

Tuesday, June 17, 2003, 10:00-13:00

Room D, The World Trade Organization Building, Rue de Lausanne 154

CH-1211 Geneva 21, Switzerland

PROGRAM

As part of the WTO Public Symposium, “Challenges Ahead on the Road to Cancun,” June 16-18, 2003 at the WTO in Geneva, this panel discussion will explore trade opportunities and challenges associated with ecolabelling and third party certification programs for developing and developed countries.  Ongoing discussions within the WTO have tended to focus on trade problems associated with ecolabelling, and the goal of this panel will be to inform that debate.  Each discussant will be invited to give a 15-minute presentation, followed by questions and discussion, moderated by the Chair.

Chair:  The Hon. Sergio Marchi

 Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Canada to the WTO

Discussants:

1) Raquel Breda dos Santos, Senior Officer, Office of International Affairs, Ministry of Environment, Brazil

“The Brazilian Experience in Forest Certification”

2) The Hon. Dr. Godfried K. Siaw, District Chief Executive, Asuogyaman District Assembly, Ghana

“Fair Trade Bananas: Contributing to Sustainable Rural Livelihoods in Ghana”
3) Jorge Larson Guerra, Coordinator, Collective Biological Resources Program, National Commission for the Knowledge and Use of Biodiversity (CONABIO), Mexico

“Labels That Tell Stories: Building Bridges Between Producers and Consumers”
4) Chad Dobson, Director, Consumer’s Choice Council, United States

Presenting papers by:

John Polak, Chair, Global Ecolabelling Network
“Trade as an Environmental Policy Tool? GEN, Ecolabelling and Trade”

Ping Xia, Director, China Ecolabelling Center

“China’s Environmental Labeling Program”

