Director-General Pascal Lamy
Aid for Trade Third Global Review 


On the 18 and 19th July, the WTO will host the Third Global Review of Aid for Trade.  This high level political event will bring together Ministers from developed and developing countries, heads of international and national development agencies, the private sector and civil society.  

It is an opportunity for us to come together and survey what we have achieved since the initiative was launched in 2005. How much have we achieved in boosting capacity to trade in developing countries? That is the question we will try to answer together. I will suggest that we can demonstrate results in several areas. First, resource mobilisation. Second, mainstreaming development and trade policies, and third, impact on the ground.
First, resources mobilized.  Aid-for-Trade flows have increased by 60% in real terms, but not at the expense of other forms of aid. This is an area where North-South as well as South-South co-operation has been increasing.  The amount going to the African continent has grown by 20 per cent per year since 2005 and Africa is now the largest recipient of Aid for Trade.

Second, progress in integrating trade objectives into national development strategies. Developing countries want to ensure that trade plays its part in their economic development.  And here the Enhanced Integrated Framework has a key role to play for LDCs.  In my view, policy coherence is one of our biggest achievements so far.  Getting not just the trade ministry, but other ministries talking trade is incredibly important- and doing that with the private sector and civil society around the table too.  

Thirdly, impact on the ground.  In preparation for this Global Review, the OECD and WTO, together with other partners such as the World Bank, regional development banks and UN regional economic commissions, have engaged in a wide-ranging monitoring and evaluation exercise based on more than 250 case stories which you can already find on this website.  An emerging body of research which draws a clear, positive link between Aid for Trade and improved trade performance.
But in order to sustain this effort on Aid for Trade, we also know we need to make progress:  we need to better account of results, not only outputs, also outcomes and impacts; and we also know we need to enhance private sector engagement in the Aid for Trade agenda.

We will discuss all these issues on July 18th and 19th. Thank you for your interest.

You can find more information about the Third Global Review on the WTO website.  Webcasts of the various sessions will also be provided after the event.  Video materials from other partners are also available.  I look forward to seeing you there: virtually or visually…

