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Overview of responses
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 2022 Aid-for-Trade (AfT) Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) Exercise 

 Theme is “Empowering Connected Sustainable Trade” 

 M&E participants were asked 6 connectivity-specific questions

 Summary of replies:

www.wto.org/aidfortrade

2022 2019

Partner Countries 39 88

(including LDCs) (38)
RECs/Transport 
Corridors

2 6

Donors 
(including IGOs)

29 36

South-South partners 2 5

Overall Total 72 135

http://www.wto.org/aidfortrade
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Q31: Do you agree that the COVID-19 pandemic has acted as an 
accelerator for the move to digital economy in your country ?
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Q27: Do you have a national strategy, policy or plan for digital 
connectivity (including digital economy, e-commerce, etc.)?
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Q28: In which sectors could digital connectivity best support the 
transition to sustainable development in your country?(You may tick 
more than 1 box).
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Q32: In which areas has the COVID-19 pandemic exposed 
shortcomings in national digital connectivity?(You may tick more 
than one box).
Answered: 39    Skipped: 12

Partner responses
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Insufficient or uneven internet coverage

Poor digital skills and IT literacy

Inadequate network infrastructure including broadband capacity

Digital payments issues

Poor access to internet services

National digital connectivity strategy needs to be developed/updated

Rules relating to e-commerce need updating

National e-commerce development strategy needs to be developed/updated

Slow, expensive or unreliable internet services

Trade facilitation and logistics issues

Lack of access to trade finance

Digital gender divide
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Q32: In which areas has the COVID-19 pandemic exposed 
shortcomings in national digital connectivity?(You may tick more 
than one box).
Answered: 39    Skipped: 12

Donor responses
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Inadequate network infrastructure including broadband capacity

Insufficient or uneven internet coverage

Poor access to internet services

Poor digital skills and IT literacy

Slow, expensive or unreliable internet services

Digital gender divide

Rules relating to e-commerce need updating

Trade facilitation and logistics issues

Digital connectivity strategy needs to be developed/updated

E-commerce development strategy needs to be developed/updated

Digital payments issues

Lack of access to trade finance

Other, (please specify)
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Q26: Is digital connectivity reflected as a priority in your national 
sustainable development strategy(ies), policy(ies), or plan(s)?
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Q30: Is there an existing Aid-for-Trade project for digital connectivity 
towards sustainable development […] that you want to showcase as an 
example of best practice?

 Partner responses highlighted a range of interesting 
projects or programmes, e.g.:

 Launch of a capacity building programme for E-
commerce called PROCET in (Togo)

 E-commerce strategy support cross border trade and 
MSMEs (Cambodia)

 Regional Ecommerce Strategy and Road map (Fiji)
 Digital Youth Summit with  World Bank and large 

companies like Facebook has trained 10 000 youth 
(Pakistan)
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Q30: Is there an existing Aid-for-Trade project for digital connectivity 
towards sustainable development […] that you want to showcase as an 
example of best practice?

 Examples from Donors
 Project to increase digital connectivity in the Philippines 

(USAID)
 Digitalizing the coffee supply chain of women-owned 

businesses in Rwanda (ITC)
 UNCTAD work on E-commerce and Digital Development
 Make-IT Initiative supporting the establishment of local and 

digital innovation ecosystems for inclusive and sustainable 
development partner countries (Germany)

 African European Digital Innovation Bridge to establish a 
PanAfrican network of Digital Innovation Hubs (EU)



To conclude…
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 Initial overview of response on 
digital connectivity

 Responses still coming
 Reach out to us at 

aft.monitoring@wto.org and 
www.wto.org/aidfortrade

mailto:aft.monitoring@wto.org
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