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Annex I:
  Chronology  of Principal  Provisions,  Measures and Other Initiatives in Favour of Developing and Least Developed Countries in the GATT and the WTO. 


year
Provision/

Measure/

Initiative
DESCRIPTION



1955
Revisions to Article XVIII, sections A, B, and C.

(BISD, 3rd Suppl. 1955,  pp. 179-89).
Application of sections A, B and C, limited to developing contracting parties (the economies of which can only sustain "low standards of living "and are in " the early stages of development"). 

Section (A):  provision for withdrawal or modification of negotiated concessions, in order to promote establishment of particular industry to raise general standard of living, subject to notification, and negotiation with contracting parties with which concession negotiated or who have a substantial interest in it.

Section (B):  recognises that less-developed contracting parties experience balance of payments difficulties when undergoing rapid development.

Provision allowing developing country contracting parties to control the general level of imports by restricting quantity or value of imports with the proviso that restrictions do not exceed level required "to forestall the threat or stop a serious decline in monetary reserves", or, where contracting party has inadequate reserves, to achieve "reasonable rate of increase" in its reserves.

Provision for developing country contracting parties to give priority to certain categories of imports deemed "more essential" in light of development policies while imposing import restrictions, provided "unnecessary damage" to interest of other contracting parties avoided.

Provision for consultations every two years with CONTRACTING PARTIES for developing country contracting parties maintaining restrictions for balance-of-payments reasons.

Section (C):  Provision for a developing country contracting party to deviate from the provisions of GATT (except Articles I, II and XIII) if governmental assistance is required to promote the establishment of a particular industry, but no measure consistent with the other provisions is practicable to achieve that objective. 

1955
Article XXVIII (bis) adopted

(BISD, 3rd Suppl., 1955, pp. 205-22)
Multilateral negotiations to be conducted on "a basis which affords adequate opportunity" to take into account, inter alia, "the needs of less-developed countries for a more flexible use of tariff protection to assist their economic development and the special needs of these countries to maintain tariffs for revenue purposes" and " all other relevant circumstances, including fiscal, developmental and strategic and other needs"

1958
Report by Group of Experts on Trends in International Trade (Haberler Report).
Identified dependence on export of primary products and problems in access to export markets as main trade problems of developing countries



1961
Declaration on promotion of the Trade of Less-Developed Countries

(BISD 10th Suppl., 1962, pp. 28-32)
Recognised: (i) need for rapid and sustained expansion in export earnings of less-developed countries if their development to proceed at a satisfactory pace;  (ii) need for a "conscious and purposeful effort" on part of all governments to promote an expansion in the export earnings of less-developed contracting parties "through the adoption of concrete measures to this end", and that contracting parties should reduce to a minimum restrictions on exports facing less-developed countries.  Governments of industrialised areas "recognised a particular responsibility in this respect";  (iii) need for diversification in structure of trade of less-developed countries, for achieving which objective governments should give "special attention to ways of enlarging" opportunities to less-developed countries to sell in world markets industrial goods they can produce.

Stated that:  (i) governments "should give immediate and special attention to speedy removal" of quantitative restrictions affecting exports of less-developed countries;  (ii) Contracting parties in the process of moving out of balance-of-payments difficulties" should take particular care that liberalization benefits are extended in fullest measure to trade of less-developed countries";  (iii) governments "should give special attention" to tariff reductions which would be of direct and primary benefit to less-developed countries, and "should consider" eliminating tariffs on primary products, and reducing tariffs which "differentiate disproportionately" between processed and primary products;  (iv) "Removal or considerable reduction" of revenue duties and fiscal charges in industrialised countries would be a "useful contribution" to foreign exchange earning capacity of developing countries;  (v) countries operating State import monopolies "should endeavour" to improve market access for developing country exports by increasing import volumes and reducing margins between import and retail price;  (vi) some less-developed countries do not benefit from preferential tariff systems which were already in operation when the GATT was established, or from "new" free trade areas and customs unions.  While it is important that advantages awarded to some developing countries do not operate to the detriment of non beneficiaries, necessary that action to deal with this problem "should be on a basis that meets the marketing needs of supplying countries now enjoying preferred access to markets";  (vii) Governments should "seek to limit the use" of subsidies on production and export of primary products "with a view to avoiding injury to the export earnings of less-developed countries";  (viii) effects of disposal of surplus commodity stocks on exports of less-developed countries" was an added reason" for compliance with GATT and UN regulations regarding the disposal of surpluses;  (ix) contracting parties "should adopt a sympathetic attitude to the question of reciprocity" in negotiations for reductions in barriers to the exports of less-developed countries, bearing in mind the needs of these countries for a more flexible use of tariff protection;  (x) the efforts of less-developed countries to improve production and marketing methods "would be greatly assisted" if attention were given by industrial countries in the framework of their technical and financial assistance programmes;  (xi) efforts to expand export earnings of the less-developed countries and lessen their instability "should  proceed concurrently";  (xii) less-developed countries, when formulating tariff, commercial and economic policy measures should recognise "important possibilities for encouraging sound economic development" through increased trade among themselves, and "should strive to attain  and preserve liberal access to one another's markets" in the same manner as they seek improved market access to industrialized countries.

1963-67
Opening of the Kennedy Round
Trade Negotiating Committee stated principle that " developed countries cannot expect to receive reciprocity from  less-developed countries" and agreed that the contribution  of the less-developed countries to the over-all objective of trade liberalisation should be considered in the light  of the development needs  of these countries".

1964
Part IV (BISD 13th Suppl., 1965, pp 1-12)

Article XXXVI
Article XXXVII
Article XXXVIII
Part IV of the  GATT entitled "Trade and Development", added comprising three new Articles, XXXVI, XXXVII, XXXVIII

Agreed on:

Need for a "rapid and sustained expansion of export earnings of less-developed contracting parties";

Need for "positive efforts designed to ensure" that the share in the growth of international trade enjoyed by less-developed contracting parties "is commensurate" with the needs of their economic development;

Need to provide "in the largest possible measure more favourable and acceptable" conditions of access to world markets for primary products, and "wherever appropriate" to devise measures designed to stabilise and improve conditions of world markets;

Need to provide "in the largest possible measure" increased market access for developing country exports of manufactures and processed products;

Given important inter-relationships between trade and financial assistance to development, need for collaboration between  contracting parties and international lending agencies.

The Article also formally recognizes the concept of non-reciprocity as follows:  "The developed contracting parties do not expect reciprocity for commitments made by them in trade negotiations to reduce or remove tariffs and other barriers to the trade of less-developed contracting parties".  An interpretative note clarifies that less-developed contracting parties " should not be expected" to make contributions in the course  of trade negotiations which are "inconsistent with their individual development, trade and financial needs, taking into account past trade developments".

Developed contracting parties to give effect "to the fullest extent possible" to the following provisions:

(a) accord "high priority" to elimination of restrictions which "differentiate unreasonably " between primary and processed products;

(b) Refrain from introducing or increasing the incidence of customs duties or non tariff barriers on products currently or potentially of particular export interest to less-developed contracting parties;

(c) Refrain from imposing new fiscal measures, and in any fiscal adjustments accord high priority to the reduction and elimination of fiscal measures hampering consumption of primary products in  raw or unprocessed forms mainly produced in the territories of less-developed contracting parties.

Provision for consultation by the CONTRACTING PARTIES upon request by any interested contracting party "with a view to reaching solutions satisfactory to all contracting parties concerned in order to further objectives set forth in Article XXXVI"

Developed contracting parties to:  (a) "make every effort" to ensure that trade margins are maintained at equitable levels and for products wholly or mainly produced on territory of less-developed contracting party, in cases where a government directly determines the resale price of such product;  (b) give "active consideration" to adoption of other measures designed to provide greater scope for development of imports from less-developed contracting parties;  (c) "have special regard to the trade interests of less-developed contracting parties when considering the application of other measures permitted under this Agreement to meet particular problems and explore all possibilities of constructive remedies before applying such measures where they affect essential interests of those contracting parties".

Less-developed contracting parties to take "appropriate action in implementation of provisions of Part IV for the benefit of the trade of other less-developed countries, insofar as such action is consistent with their individual present and future development, financial and trade needs, taking into account past trade developments as well as trade interests of less-developed contracting parties as a whole".

Contracting parties to:  (a) "where appropriate, take action, including action through international agreements, to provide improved and acceptable conditions of access to world markets for primary products of particular interest to less-developed contracting parties and to devise measures designed to stabilize and improve conditions of world markets in these products including measures designed to attain stable, equitable and remunerative prices for exports of such products";  (b) "seek appropriate collaboration in matters of trade and development policy" with the United Nations and its organs and agencies;  (c) collaborate in analysis of development plans and policies in developing countries in order to devise concrete measures to develop export potential and to facilitate market access of promoted industries;  (d) "keep under continuous review the development of world trade with special reference to rate of growth of the trade of less‑developed contracting parties and make such recommendations to contracting parties as deemed appropriate";  (e) "collaborate in seeking feasible methods of trade expansion" for the purposes of development through international harmonization and adjustment of national policies, through technical and commercial standards, through establishment of facilities for increased flow of trade information and development of market research;  (f) establish institutional arrangements as may be necessary to further the objectives set forth in Article XXXVI and to give effects to the provision of Part IV

1964
Establishment of Committee on Trade and Development

(BISD, 13th Suppl, 1965, p. 75).
Terms of reference:

To keep under continuous review the application of the provisions of Part IV;

To carry out, or arrange for, any consultations required in the application of the provisions of Part IV;

To formulate proposals relating to furtherance of the provisions of Part IV;

To consider any question on the eligibility of a contracting party to be considered as a less-developed contracting party one;

To consider modification of or additions to Part IV;

To carry out any other function assigned to it.

1964
Establishment of International Trade Centre (since 1968, under joint management

with UNCTAD) (BISD, 12th Suppl., 1964, p. 124)
Aim to develop effective trade promotion programmes in developing countries and transition economies.  Establishment of "an International Trade Information Service" possibly as an autonomous centre under the supervision of GATT.  Initial proposals for work:  publication of data on commercial policy measures on products of special export interest to developing countries;  market research activities;  establishment of a comprehensive trade information services.

1965
Establishment of Working Group on Preferences

(BISD, 13th Suppl., 1965, p. 86)
Committee on Trade and Development established working group with following terms of reference: (i) To examine proposals submitted for the extension of preferences by industrialised countries to less-developed countries; (ii) to consider findings  of the Working Group  on the Expansion of Trade among Less-developed Countries  in regard to the exchange of preferences;  and (iii) to submit to Committee on Trade and Development by October 1965, appropriate findings  and recommendations in the light of the practise and legal problems involved. 

1966
Decision regarding Procedures under Article XXIII (for developing countries)

(BISD 14th Suppl., 1966, p. 18)
If consultations between developed and less-developed contracting parties under para 1 of Article XXIII do not lead " to a satisfactory settlement", the less-developed contracting party complaining of the measures "may refer the matter (…) to the Director General", who, "acting in an ex officio capacity, he may use his good office with a view to facilitating a solution".

If within a period of two months no mutually satisfactory solution is reached the Director-General shall, at the request of one of the contracting parties concerned, bring the matter to the attention of the CONTRACTING PARITES or the Council.  Upon receipt of the report, the CONTRACTING PARTIES or the Council shall forthwith appoint a panel of experts.  The panel shall submit to the CONTRACTING PARTIES or the Council its findings and recommendations within a period of sixty days, for consideration and decision.  Within a period of 90 days from the date of the decision, the contracting party to which a recommendation is directed shall report on the action taken by it in pursuance of the decision.

1966
Waiver for Tariff Preferences for Less-Developed Countries granted by Australia
CONTRACTING PARTIES decided to grant waiver from the provision of paragraph 1 of the General Agreement to the extent necessary to permit Australia to accord preferential treatment on a non-reciprocal basis to the developing countries in respect of goods specified in the annex to the Decision.

1966
Expansion of trade among less-developed countries:  Report of the Committee on Trade and Development Report (BISD, 14th Suppl., 1966, p. 136
"The establishment of preferences among less-developed countries, appropriately administered and subject to the necessary safeguards, can make an important contribution to the expansion of trade among these countries and to the attainment of the objectives of the General Agreement"

1971
Waiver for Generalised System of Preferences

(BISD, 18th Suppl., 1972, p 24,) 
Contracting parties decided:  (i) to waive provisions of Article I for 10 years "to extent necessary" to permit developed countries to accord preferential tariff treatment to products originating in developing countries and territories, without extending such treatment to like products of other contracting parties;  (ii) to review operation of decision and decide whether, and on what terms, it should be renewed;  (iii) any contracting party introducing a preferential tariff arrangement under this decision, or later modifying such an arrangement, would notify other contracting parties and provide "all useful information" relating to action taken;  (iv) contracting party introducing preferences under this decision to "afford adequate opportunity" for consultations at request of another contracting party which considers any benefit accruing to it under the General Agreement" may be or is being  impaired unduly "by the preferential arrangement;  (v) any contracting party which considers that an arrangement is not consistent with this decision or that benefits accruing under the General Agreement" is being or may be unduly impaired" may bring the matter before the contracting parties.  In taking this decision the CONTRACTING PARTIES recalled that at the Second UNCTAD, unanimous agreement was reached in favour of the early establishment of a mutually acceptable system of generalized, non-reciprocal and non-discriminatory preferences beneficial to the developing countries in order to increase the export earnings, to promote the industrialization and to accelerate the rate of economic growth of these countries.

1971
Decision on Trade Negotiations Among Developing  Countries

(BISD, 18th Suppl., 1972, p. 26,)
Contracting parties decided:  (i) to waive provisions of para. 1 of Article I "to the extent necessary" to allow each country participating in the Protocol relating to Trade Negotiations among Developing Countries to accord preferential treatment as provided in the Protocol with respect to products originating in other parties to the Protocol, without being required to extend the same treatment to like goods imported from other contracting parties;  (ii) any participating contracting party to notify other contracting parties and provide "all useful information" relating to action taken;  (iii) each participating contracting party to "afford adequate opportunity" for consultations at request of another contracting party which considers any benefit accruing to it under the General Agreement "may be or is being  impaired unduly "as a result of the arrangements set out in the Protocol.;  (iv) any contracting party which considers that an arrangement is not consistent with this decision or that benefits accruing under the General Agreement "is being or may be unduly impaired" may bring the matter before the contracting parties;  (v) contracting parties to review annually the operation of this decision, and after five years of it's operation to carry out " a major review" in order to evaluate its effects.  Before the end of the tenth year, contracting parties will undertake another "major review" with a view to deciding on the continuation or the modification of the decision.

1972
Modification of Balance-of-payments Consultations Procedures

(BISD 20th Suppl., 1972-3, p. 47)
Provision for (i) "expanded consultations" enabling contracting parties to identify possibilities to alleviate and correct Balance-of-Payments problems thorough measures designed to "facilitate an expansion" in the export earnings of developing countries,  and (ii)  "simplified consultations" providing for a simple decision by the BOP Committee on whether full consultations are desirable.



1973
Tokyo  Declaration

(BISD 20th  Suppl., 1972-3, p. 19)
Objectives of multilateral negotiations to secure additional benefits for the international trade of developing countries so as to achieve:

(i) "a substantial increase in [developing countries'] foreign exchange earnings";

(ii) "the diversification of [developing countries'] exports;

(iii)" the acceleration of the rate of growth of [developing countries'] trade";

(iv) "an improvement in the possibilities of [developing] countries to participate in the expansion of world trade";

(v) "better balance between developed and developing countries in benefits resulting from this expansion" through "in the largest possible measure, a substantial improvement in the conditions of access for the products of interest to the developing countries and, wherever appropriate, measures designed to attain stable, equitable and remunerative prices for primary products".

1979
Decision  on Differential and More Favourable  Treatment, Reciprocity and Fuller Participation of Developing  Countries ("Enabling Clause")

(BISD, 26th Suppl., 1980, p. 203)
"Notwithstanding the provisions of Article I of the General Agreement, contracting parties may accord differential and more favourable treatment to developing countries, without according such treatment to other contracting parties.  This provision applies to:  preferential tariff treatment by developing contracting parties under the GSP;  differential and more favourable treatment with respect to non-tariff measures governed by instruments multilaterally negotiated under the GATT;  regional or global arrangements among developing countries for mutual reduction or elimination of tariffs and, in accordance with criteria or conditions prescribed by the CONTRACTING PARTIES for mutual reduction of non-tariff measures on products imported from one another;  and special treatment of LDCs in the context of any general or specific measures in favour of developing countries.

Differential and more favourable treatment accorded under this clause shall:  (a) "be designed to facilitate and promote the trade of developing countries and not to raise barriers or create undue difficulties for the trade of any other contracting parties;  (b) not "constitute an impediment" to the reduction and elimination of tariffs and other restrictions on an MFN basis";  (c) where provided by developed contracting parties to developing countries "be designed and, if necessary, modified, to respond positively to the development, financial and trade needs of developing countries".

Non–reciprocity:  as in Article XXXVI, with following addition:  "Developed contracting parties (…) shall not seek, neither shall less‑developed contracting parties be required to make, concessions that are inconsistent with the latter's development, financial and trade needs 

Developed countries "shall exercise the utmost restraint in seeking any concessions or contributions for commitments made by them to reduce or remove tariffs and other barriers" to the trade of least-developed countries, and the least-developed countries "shall not be expected to make concessions or contributions that are inconsistent with the recognition of their particular situation and problems".

Less-developed contracting parties "expect that their capacity to make contributions or negotiated concessions or take other mutually agreed action" would improve with the progressive development of their economies and improvements in their trade situation, and they would accordingly "expect to participate more fully in the framework of rights and obligations under the General Agreement".

"Particular account" to be taken of "serious difficulty of least-developed countries in making concessions and contributions in view of their economic situation and their development, financial and trade needs".

1979
Declaration on Trade Measures Taken for Balance-of-payments Purposes

(BISD 26th Suppl., 1980, p. 205).
The preambular paragraph recognizes that developed contracting parties should avoid the imposition of restrictive trade measures for balance-of-payments purposes to the maximum extent possible.  While contracting parties are required to give preference to the measure which has the least disruptive effect on trade in applying restrictive import measures for balance-of-payments purposes, the footnote states:  "It is understood that the less-developed contracting parties must take into account their individual development, financial and trade situation when selecting the particular measure to be applied".

All restrictive import measures adopted for balance-of-payments reasons are subjected to examination procedures specified by Articles XII and XIII:B.

If a developed contracting party is "compelled" to apply trade restrictions for balance-of-payments, it shall "in determining the incidence of its measures, take into account the export interests of the less-developed contracting parties and may exempt from those measures products of export interest to those contracting parties" 

Technical assistance may be provided by GATT secretariat to developing contracting party in preparation of documentation

Whenever  consulting contracting party's measures found to be related "in important  respects" to those maintained by other contracting parties, or have  significant adverse impact on export interests of developing contracting parties, Balance-of-Payments Committee is to report  to Council, "which shall take further action as considered appropriate"

If desired by a consulting less-developed contracting party, Committee shall "give particular attention to possibilities of alleviating and correcting  the balance-of-payments problem through measures that contracting parties  might take to facilitate the export earnings of the consulting contracting party"

1979
Decision on Safeguard Action for Development Purposes

(BISD 26th Suppl., 1980, p. 209).
In "unusual circumstances" where delay in the application of measures under Article XVIII:A and XVIII:C by a less-developed contracting party "may give rise to difficulties in the application of its programme of policies of economic development", the less-developed contracting party "may deviate" from the provisions of Article XVIII relating to consultations with contracting parties, and impose measures on a provisional basis immediately after notification. 

1979
Understanding Regarding  Notification, Consultation, Dispute Settlement and Surveillance

(BISD 26th Suppl., 1980, p. 210).
In cases brought by a less-developed contracting party, action on panel reports "shall take into account not only the trade coverage of measures complained of, but also their impact on the economy of less-developed contracting parties concerned.

Technical services of the GATT secretariat "shall, at the request of a less-developed contracting party, assist it in connexion with matters dealt with in this understanding". 

1979
GATT Work Programme

(BISD 26th Suppl., 1980, p. 219).
(i) GATT and developing countries:  "should recognise the importance of this area  and that it is a priority area of work".  Each of the other points of the work programme ( implementation of the Tokyo Round  multilateral trade negotiations,  safeguards,  continuation  of trade liberalisation process, and  structural adjustment and trade policy) includes areas of "particular interest" to  developing countries. GATT to ensure that " a coherent overall approach" is maintained  and to this end the  Council and Committee on Trade and Development should coordinate activities on issues of common concern 

(ii) Strengthening of Committee on Trade and Development, which should cover, inter alia, work on trade and development policies including trade liberalisation in areas of special interest  to developing countries;  supervision of implementation of framework texts agreed in Tokyo Round;  examination of protective action by developed countries against imports  from developing countries; work on structural adjustment and trade of developing countries; special attention to the problems of least-developed countries

(iii) Technical assistance activities of the GATT secretariat should be continued and readapted to meet the requirements of developing countries in the context of the new work programme

1979
Decision on Examination of Protective Measures Affecting Imports from Developing  Countries

(BISD 26th Suppl.  1980, p. 219)
Committee on Trade and Development to establish a sub-committee with mandate to examine any case of future protective action by developed countries against imports from developing countries in the light of relevant provisions of GATT, particularly Part IV

1982
Ministerial Declaration 

(BISD, 29th Suppl., 1983, pp. 9-26.)
In view of prolonged adverse economic conditions, Contracting Parties resolved to: 

-Ensure the effective implementation of GATT rules and provisions, and specifically those relating to developing countries, with a view to "furthering the dynamic role of developing countries in international trade"

-Ensure special and differential treatment of Least-developed Countries "to improve their grave economic situation"

- Implement "more effectively"  Part IV and provisions of Enabling Clause

-"Urge Contracting Parties" to work towards further improvement of GSP and MFN treatment on products of export interest to developing countries, and to eliminate or reduce non tariff measures affecting such products

-Strengthen GATT technical co-operation programme

-Committee on Trade and Development to examine prospects of increased trade between developed and developing countries, and possibilities for GATT for facilitating this objective

-Further liberalise of trade in tropical products, including in processed and semi-processed states, through consultation and appropriate negotiations between contracting parties, on the basis of work programme pursued by Committee on Trade and Development.

1986
Ministerial Declaration, Punta del Este

(BISD, 33rd Suppl., 1987, pp. 19-28)
Stated Objectives:  (i) " to bring about further liberalisation  and expansion of world trade to the benefit of all countries, especially less‑developed contracting parties"

(iv) "foster concurrent cooperative action at the national and international levels to strengthen  the inter-relationship between trade policies and other economic policies affecting growth and development, and to contribute towards continued, effective and determined efforts to improve the functioning of the international monetary system and the flow of financial and real investment resources to developing countries."

Principles governing reciprocity restated ( for wording,  see Part IV and Tokyo declaration). 

1986-93
Uruguay Round  Negotiations
See Annex II for  details of provisions for Differential and More Favourable Treatment specific to each agreement 

1994
Marrakesh Declaration establishing WTO
Preamble: Members of the WTO " recognise that one of the objectives of the WTO will be to ensure that developing country Members, and especially least-developed countries,  secure a share in the growth  of international trade that is commensurate with their economic development needs[and]  that this objective will require a number of positive efforts from all Members"

1994
Understanding on Balance-of-payments provisions of GATT 1994
Preamble:  recognizes provisions of Articles XII and XVIII:B of GATT 1994, and 1979 Declaration.

Members confirm commitment to announce publicly, time schedules for removal of BOP restrictions;  time schedules may be modified to take into account changes in the BOP situation.  Preference to price-based measures (PBMs), including import surcharges or deposits.  PBMs may exceed tariff bindings, in which case the amount by which the measure exceeds the bound level must be indicated clearly and separately by notification.  Members "shall seek to avoid" imposition of new QRs for BOP purposes unless, because of a "critical" BOP situation price-based measures cannot arrest a sharp deterioration in external payments.  BOP restrictions may only be applied to control the general level of imports and shall be applied in a transparent manner;  however, certain "essential products", as defined, may be excluded.  BOP Committee shall use full consultation procedures except for least-developed Members or where developing countries are pursuing liberalization efforts in conformity with a schedule or where the TPR of a developing country is scheduled for the same year.  Consultations on new measures will be held within four months of their adoption.  New or revised BOP measures to be notified to the General Council within 30 days after their announcement.  Consolidated notification to be made annually.  Reports on full consultations should indicate BOP Committee's conclusions on the different elements of the plan for consultations "as well as the facts and reasons on which they are based".

Footnote:
Rights and obligations of Members under Articles XII and XVIII:B are maintained.  Dispute settlement procedures of Articles XXII, XXIII and the Dispute Settlement Understanding may be invoked on any matters arising from the application of BOP measures.

1994 
Decision on Measures in favour of Least-developed Countries
Preamble: Participation of LDCs in the multilateral trading system "should be seen in the light of their special financial, development and trade needs".  Ministers agreed that:

(i) expeditious implementation of all special and differential measures shall be ensured through regular reviews;  (ii) to the extent possible MFN concessions on tariff and non-tariff measures agreed in the Uruguay Round on products of export interest to LDCs may be implemented autonomously, in advance and without staging.  (iii) Uruguay Round rules and transitional provisions should be applied in a flexible and supportive manner for LDCs;  (iv) special consideration shall be given to the export interests of LDCs in the application of import relief and other measures permitted by the GATT;  (v) least-developed countries shall be accorded substantially increased technical assistance in development, strengthening and diversification of their export and production bases, including those of services as well as in trade promotion, to enable them to maximize benefits from liberalized market access.

Ministers agreed to keep under review the specific needs of the least-developed countries and to continue to seek adoption of positive measures  facilitating expansion of trading opportunities in favour of these countries.

1995
WTO Committee on Trade and Development established

(Decision by General Council,  WT/L/46)
Terms of reference:

(i)
WTO to serve as a focal point for consideration and coordination of work on development in WTO and its relationship to development-related activities of other multilateral agencies.

(ii)
To keep under review participation of developing country Members in the multilateral trading system, consider measures and initiatives allowing expansion of trade and investment opportunities for developing, and in particular least-developed, country Members

(iii)
To review the application of special provisions in the Multilateral Trade Agreements and related Ministerial Decisions in favour of developing country Members, and in particular least-developed country Members.

(iv)
Consider questions arising with regard to the application or the use of any special provisions in Multilateral Trade Agreements and related Ministerial Decisions in favour of developing countries.

(v)
To provide guidelines for, to review periodically, the technical cooperation activities of the WTO as they relate to developing country Members.

1995
WTO Sub-Committee on Least-Developed Countries (LDCs) established

(Adopted by the Committee on Trade and Development, document WT/COMTD/2)
Terms of reference:

(i)
To give particular attention to special and specific problems of LDCs

(ii)
To review operation of the special provisions in the Multilateral Trade Agreements and related Ministerial Decisions in favour of LDC Members

(iii)
To consider specific measures allowing expansion of LDCs' trade and investment opportunities, with a view to enabling them to achieve their development objectives.

(iv)
To report to the Committee on Trade and Development for consideration and appropriate action.

1996
Comprehensive and Integrated WTO Plan of Action for Least-Developed Countries (document WT/Min/96/14)
Main components: 

(i)
more effective implementation of Decision in Favour of LDCs through:  (a) WTO Members to step up efforts to improve capacity of LDCs to meet notification obligations;  (b) effective review every two years, which should coincide with Ministerial Conferences, in the Committee on Trade and Development of the implementation of measures in favour of LDCs;  (c) WTO bodies invited to identify means to assist least-developed countries in implementing their WTO commitments;  (d) Committee on Trade and Development will explore ways of ensuring greater disclosure of the application of the Uruguay Round provisions in favour of least-developed countries, and of increasing efforts to disseminate information relating to those provisions. 

(ii)
Human and institutional capacity building:  (a) WTO Members to ensure that priority in the provision of WTO technical assistance is assigned to least-developed countries in accordance with the WTO Guidelines on Technical Cooperation;  (b) WTO shall work with other relevant agencies, in particular UNCTAD, ITC, UNDP, IMF and the World Bank, to assist in institutional capacity building in the area of trade;  (c) organisation of joint WTO/ITC training courses for public sector officials and private sector;  (d) WTO should explore the availability of resources for the provision of technical assistance to least-developed countries by developing countries with successful experiences in trade.  

(iii)
Market Access:  (a) developed country Members, and developing country Members on an autonomous basis, would explore possibilities of granting preferential duty free access for the exports of least-developed countries;  (b) WTO Members should endeavour to make use of the relevant provisions  of the Agreement on Textiles and Clothing to increase market access opportunities for least-developed countries;  (c) whenever provided for in WTO Agreements, Members may decide to extend unilaterally and on an autonomous basis, certain benefits to least-developed countries'  suppliers; (d) WTO Members should pursue on an autonomous basis preferential policies and liberalisation undertakings in order to further facilitate access to their markets for least-developed countries' exports, such as an early implementation of Uruguay Round undertakings. 

(iv)
Other initiatives:  (a) provision by the Secretariat of factual and legal information to assist acceding least-developed countries in drawing up their Memorandum on the Foreign Trade Regime, as well as their Schedules of Concessions for goods and Commitments in services;  (b) WTO shall endeavour to work jointly with other relevant multilateral and regional institutions to induce investment in least-developed countries as a result of trade opportunities;  (c) individual Members may study the feasibility of binding preferential tariff rates in a WTO preferential scheme applicable to least-developed countries only.     

1997
High Level Meeting on Integrated Initiatives for Least-Developed Countries' Trade Development
Welcomed the announcements of new additional preferential market access measures for least-developed countries taken or proposed to be taken soon by a number of WTO Members.

Launched the Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technical Assistance for Least-Developed Countries.  This is a framework for trade-related technical assistance coordination, mainly in the areas of human and institutional capacity, trade policy, conformity with WTO rules and supply side capacity.

1998
Conference Report to the Ministers by the Director-General on the outcome and follow-up to the High Level Meeting on Least-Developed Countries  (document WT/MIN/98/2)
Director General proposed that it would be appropriate to consider, in the preparation of the Third Ministerial Conference,  the inclusion of the objective of eliminating all tariff barriers in favour of the least-developed countries, as a matter for implementation on a priority basis in the negotiations due to start  in the year 2000.  It would be important not just for all the advanced economies, but also for the most dynamic developing countries to subscribe to this objective.



1999
Preferential market access by developing countries in favour of least-developed countries
Following consultations on the clarification of the WTO legal basis to accommodate preferential market access by developing countries for LDCs' exports, the Committee on Trade and Development agreed to recommend the text of an "umbrella" – waiver from GATT, Article I, to the April 1999 meeting of the General Council for a decision.







