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	title of the event
	Regional advanced specialized course on WTO dispute settlement procedures and practices

	venue and dates
	Joint Vienna Institute, Vienna, Austria

2-6 April 2007

	Course description
	This course offers advanced training on WTO dispute settlement procedures, through a combination of lectures and interactive exercises, including dispute settlement simulations.  It covers all stages of WTO dispute settlement proceedings, through detailed thematic modules.  Each module contains both lectures and practical exercises to illustrate key points and expose participants to the type of procedural issues that may be encountered at various stages of dispute settlement proceedings in the WTO.  



	Objectives
	This advanced course aims to allow participants who already possess a sound understanding of the general features of WTO dispute settlement to deepen their knowledge of the procedures and practices of WTO dispute settlement.

By the end of the course, participants will have enhanced their understanding of dispute settlement related procedures, thus facilitating their effective participation in WTO dispute settlement and in the DSU negotiations under the DDA.



	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, Joint Vienna Institute (JVI)


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Afghanistan, Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Iran, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Rep. Macedonia FYR, Moldova, Montenegro, Russian Federation Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraine, Uzbekistan

The officials are required to:
(1) have responsibilities in the area of dispute settlement; and
(2) possess a proven sound understanding of the basic features of WTO dispute settlement procedures, (e.g. through prior participation in WTO DSU courses, TPC/RTPC or practical exposure to dispute settlement issues in a professional capacity.  


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
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PROGRAM

INSTRUCTORS:

1. 
PABLO BENTES (APPELLATE BODY SECRETARIAT)
2. 
RETO MALACRIDA (LEGAL AFFAIRS DIVISION, WTO SECRETARIAT)

...............................................................................


This advanced seminar will allow participants who already possess a sound understanding of the general features of WTO dispute settlement to deepen their knowledge of the procedures and practices of WTO dispute settlement.  It offers advanced training on WTO dispute settlement procedures through a combination of lectures and interactive exercises, including dispute settlement simulations.  It covers the main stages of WTO dispute settlement proceedings, through detailed thematic modules.  Each module contains both lectures and practical exercises to illustrate key points and expose participants to the type of procedural issues that may be encountered at various stages of dispute settlement proceedings in the WTO.  By the end of the course, participants will have enhanced their understanding of dispute settlement related procedures, thus facilitating their effective participation in WTO dispute settlement and in the DSU negotiations under the DDA. 

Monday, 2 April 2007 

Module 1:
Panels: Composition, Terms of Reference and Standard of Review 


The first session will cover certain aspects of panel proceedings, in particular its composition, terms of reference and standard of review.  With regard to its composition, we shall address the mechanisms for the selection of panelists, and potential conflicts of interest.  With respect to the panel's terms of reference, we shall examine the terms of reference and their relationship with the request for the establishment of a panel;  the matter before the panel;  specific measures at issue; modification of measures after panel establishment;  the identification of claims and their distinction from arguments.  The last theme of this module shall be the standard of review of panels under Article 11 of the DSU.  We shall address the panel's obligation to make an objective assessment of the matter before it and compare this standard of review with that established under Article 17.6 of the Anti-Dumping Agreement. 

The day's program will be conducted under the following schedule: 

9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

Welcome.  Course Presentation.  

9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Questions and Answers concerning the Preparatory Materials for




the Course (JVI eCampus web site)

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Module 1: Panel Composition 

11:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

Break 

11:45 a.m. – 13:30 p.m.

Module 1: Terms of Reference 

13:30 p.m. – 15:00 p.m.

Lunch 

15:00 p.m. – 16:30 p.m.

Module 1: Standard of Review

16:30 p.m. – 16:45 p.m.

Break 

16:45 p.m. – 17:30 p.m.

Module 1: Practical Exercises

Tuesday, 3 April 2007 

Module 2:
Enhancement of Third Party Rights – Amicus Curiae 

Module 3:
Appellate Body: Procedures, Factual Findings v. Legal Findings 


The second session will begin with the possibility of enhancing third-party participation in panel proceedings and the phenomenon of amicus curiae. We shall subsequently examine the distinction between factual findings and legal findings by panels, and their effects on appeals.  The remainder of the day will be devoted to a simulation exercise, aimed at reproducing the main stages of a Panel proceeding.

The day's program will be conducted under the following schedule: 

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Module 2: Enhancement of Third Party Rights and Amicus Curiae
11:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.

Break 

11:15 a.m. – 13:30 p.m.

Module 3: Appellate Body: Procedures, Factual Findings v. Legal 



Findings 

13:30 p.m. – 15:00 p.m.

Lunch 

15:00 p.m. – 16:15 p.m.

Simulation Exercise 

16:15 p.m. – 16:30 p.m.

Break 

16:30 p.m. – 17:30 p.m.

Simulation Exercise

Wednesday, 04 April 2007 

Module 4:
Panel and Appellate Body Recommendations under Article 19 of the DSU

Module 5: 
Reasonable Period of Time for Compliance:  Arbitration under Article 21.3(c) of 

the DSU


The third session will begin with the continuation and conclusion of the simulation exercise.  Subsequently, we shall address the issue of recommendations and suggestions by panels or the Appellate Body under Article 19 of the DSU.  Finally, we shall analyze the concept of reasonable period of time for compliance with such recommendations, with special emphasis on arbitration proceedings under Article 21.3(c) of the DSU. 

The day's program will be conducted under the following schedule: 

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Simulation Exercise

11:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.

Break 

11:15 a.m. – 13:30 p.m.

Simulation Exercise 

13:30 p.m. – 15:00 p.m.

Lunch 

15:00 p.m. – 16:15 p.m.

Module 4: Panel and Appellate Body Recommendations under 




Article 19 of the DSU 

16:15 p.m. – 16:30 p.m.

Break 

16:30 p.m. – 17:30 p.m.

Module 5: Reasonable Period of Time for Compliance: Arbitration 



under Article 21.3(c) of the DSU 

Thursday, 5 April 2007 

Module 6:
Compliance Review by the Panel and the Appellate Body - Article 21.5 of the DSU

Module 7:
Suspension of Concessions.  Arbitration under Article 22.6 of the DSU

Module 8:
Negotiations to Improve the DSU 


The last session focuses on the questions of implementation of recommendations and rulings of the Dispute Settlement Body and suspension of concessions.  We shall begin by analyzing the compliance review by panels and the Appellate Body, with special emphasis on the mandate of panels under Article 21.5 of the DSU.  We will address the so-called "sequencing" problem under Articles 21.5 (compliance panel) and 22.6 of the DSU (arbitration for determining the level of suspension of concessions or other obligations).  Further, we shall focus on the procedures for suspension of concessions under Article 22.3 of the DSU and the aforementioned arbitration proceedings under Article 22.6 of the DSU.   Finally, and separately from issues of implementation, we shall address current negotiations aimed at improving the DSU disciplines.  The session will conclude with an exchange of impressions about, and evaluation of, the course.

The day's program will be conducted under the following schedule: 

8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Module 6: Compliance Review under Article 21.5 of the DSU 

10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

Break 

10:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Module 7: Suspension of Concessions under Articles 22.3 and 22.6 



of the DSU 

12:00 p.m. – 13:00 p.m.

Lunch 

13:00 p.m. – 14:30 p.m.

Module 8: Negotiations for Improving the DSU 

14:30 p.m. – 14:45 p.m.

Break 

14:45 p.m. – 15:30 p.m.

Conclusion 

__________
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