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	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on the WTO Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures – South Asia

	venue and dates
	New Delhi, India. 24 – 26 April 2007


	Course description
	The regional workshop on the WTO Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, organized by the Agriculture and Commodities Division (AGCD) with assistance of the ITTC, benefits from the participation of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, the International Office of Epizootics (OIE) and the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), that contribute in their fields of expertise. The course is mainly targeted to government officials working as the SPS enquiry point, IPPC contact point, Codex contact point, the OIE delegate and the SPS notification authority. This workshop is tailored to the specific characteristics and needs of the region, encompassing the provisions of the Agreement on SPS; the work of the Committee on SPS; SPS specific trade concerns; and others. The regional workshop on SPS combines lectures from WTO experts and from the participating international organizations, besides presentations from participants, interactive exercises, followed by an evaluation at the end of the activity in order to assess its outcomes. 


	Objectives
	The regional workshop on agriculture has the aim of disseminating information on the Agreement on SPS; inform participants on the work of the Committee on SPS; provide analysis of trade-related SPS concerns for the region; and others. In addition, this technical assistance activity creates the opportunity for participants to exchange experiences and to strength network among themselves and with the WTO. Ultimately, this regional workshop intends to increase awareness about key SPS issues, which will assist countries to improve their engagement in the Multilateral Trade System.


	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 

Bangladesh; Bhutan; India; Maldives; Nepal; Pakistan; Sri Lanka 
The officials are required to:

(1) hold responsibilities in the area of SPS within their Governments; and
(2) possess a proven understanding of the basic features of WTO, especially of the Agreement on SPS.  



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

Not available


REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE WTO AGREEMENT ON
SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
New Delhi, India. 24 – 26 April 2007
PROGRAMME OF THE EVENT

Tuesday, 24 April

09.00 – 09.30
Administrative arrangements and registration

09.30 – 10.15 
Opening remarks by the host country

10.15 – 11.00
Remarks by participants on their area of work and their expectations from course

11.00 – 11.15
Overview of the programme - WTO

11.15 – 11.30
Break

11.30 – 11.40
Icebreaker - WTO

11.40 – 11.50
Self-assessment quiz

11.50 – 12.30
Overview of the SPS Agreement: its scope and main provisions – Resource person: Serra Ayral (WTO)

12.30 – 14.00
Lunch break

14.00 – 14.30 
Overview of the SPS Agreement (cont.) – Resource person: Serra Ayral (WTO)

14.30 – 16.00
General introduction to the work of the international standard-setting bodies



- World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) – Resource person: Dewan Sibartie

                       - International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) – Resource person: Ralf Lopian

16.00 – 16.15
Break

16.15 – 17.30
Discussion session on main SPS issues affecting trade in participants' countries – Moderator: Serra Ayral (WTO)


- SPS Agreement: Implications for India – Resource person: Shashi Sareen (India)


- Proactive Strategies for SPS Management in Pakistan – Resource person: Dr. Wajid Pirzada (Pakistan)

Wednesday, 25 April

09.00 – 10.00
Regional and national perspectives 



– Intra-regional trade aspects (India)



- Sri Lankan Food Control System – Resource person: Dr. C. K. Shanmugarajah (Sri Lanka)

10.00 – 11.15
Transparency, coordination, and raising awareness: why? and how? – Resource persons: Serra Ayral (WTO); Robson Fernandes (WTO); Chanchal Sarkar (India); Dr. Wajid Pirzada (Pakistan)

11.15 – 11.30
Break

11.30 – 12.30
Group Exercise on how to benefit from transparency obligations – Resource persons: Serra Ayral (WTO); Robson Fernandes (WTO)

12.30 – 14.00
Lunch break

14.00 – 15.00
Overview of the work of the SPS Committee – Resource persons: Serra Ayral (WTO); Robson Fernandes (WTO)

15.00 – 15.30
Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF): General overview – Resource person: Shashi Sareen (India)

15.30 – 15.45
Break

15.45 – 16.30
General introduction to the work of the international standard-setting bodies continued

- Codex Alimentarius Commission – Resource person: Dr. Yukiko Yamada

16.30 – 17.00
Break-out sessions with Codex, OIE and IPPC: examination of specific questions by specialists in each field, focusing on trends in international harmonization and participation of developing countries in standard-setting

17.00 – 17.30
Reporting on discussions in each group to the whole group by the rapporteurs (to be selected), identification of common challenges and possible solutions – Moderators: Serra Ayral (WTO); Robson Fernandes (WTO)

Thursday, 26 April

09.00 – 09.30
Recap on the main principles of the SPS Agreement – Resource person: Serra Ayral (WTO)

09.30 – 11.15
Risk analysis: break-out sessions on risk analysis with Codex, OIE and IPPC

11.15 – 11.30
Break

11.30 – 12.00 
Reporting on discussions in each group to the whole group by the rapporteurs (to be selected)

12.00 – 12.30 
Overview of WTO dispute settlement procedures and of disputes in the SPS area –Resource person: Robson Fernandes (WTO)

12.30 – 14.00
Lunch Break

14.00 – 14.45
Overview of WTO disputes in the SPS area – Resource persons: Serra Ayral (WTO); Robson Fernandes (WTO)

14.45 – 15.45
Exercise on dispute settlement – Resource persons: Serra Ayral (WTO); Robson Fernandes (WTO)

15.45 – 16.00
Break

16.00 – 16.30
Repeat of self-assessment quiz

16.30 – 17.30
Recap of the seminar and evaluation     
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