World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health for the Asia-Pacific Region

	venue and dates
	Macao, China
25-27 July 2007

	Course description
	Presentations, discussions and practical exercises will address, in particular, the Paragraph 6 System established under the General Council Decision of August 2003 on the Implementation of Paragraph 6 of the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health, as recently transposed into the Protocol Amending the TRIPS Agreement and submitted to WTO Members for acceptance by December 2007.  The main purpose is to support participants in the use of the Paragraph 6 System, in particular through the provision of information pertaining to its implementation, and to analyse issues related to the legislative and institutional framework for its operation at the domestic level.  The workshop will also provide opportunities to exchange views and experiences among participants and with representatives from other international organizations, industry and NGOs.    



	Objectives
	The workshop has the following objectives: 

- an improved understanding of the TRIPS Agreement as it relates to public health, and of other relevant WTO instruments (i.e. Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health, Decision of 30 August 2003 on the Implementation of Paragraph 6 of the Doha Declaration, Decision of 6 December 2005 on an Amendment of the TRIPS Agreement);
- an improved capability to assess the implications of and to effectively use the system established under the Decision of 30 August 2003, as recently transposed into the Protocol Amending the TRIPS Agreement.

	Programme
	The programme is currently being prepared

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO/UNESCAP


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalem, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, China, India, Indonesia, Korea (Rep. of), Lao, Macao, China, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Viet Nam.                                  
Each country is invited to nominate two capital-based senior officials. One should have responsibility for intellectual property policy and the other should be from either the trade or public health authorities.


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (documentation) :
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/public_health_e.htm
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