World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Workshop on the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (English)

	venue and dates
	Geneva, Switzerland
10 to 12 July 2007

	Course description
	The purpose of this Workshop is to familiarize participants with the main provisions of the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (both the existing (1994) Agreement and the provisionally agreed revised text), and to provide a framework for analysis of the potential benefits and costs of acceding to the Agreement.  
The theme of the Workshop is: "Promoting national trade interests in government procurement markets: the role of the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement." 

The programme addresses policy issues related to the Agreement, as well as covers in some detail the technical aspects of the Agreement – both the existing (1994) Agreement, and the recently provisionally agreed text of the new [2007] Agreement. Participants are exposed to the underlying principles of the Agreement, provisions on rules, coverage-related aspects, and the accession process. Participants also have the opportunity to explore the role that an accord like the GPA can play in advancing their national trade interests in government procurement markets, any implications and related policy challenges for the domestic procurement regime, accession decision making process, and overall accession and negotiating strategies. 

The Workshop will be held in English.


	Objectives
	The objectives of the Workshop are to provide participants with: (i) enhanced knowledge of the concepts, principles and obligations of the Agreement on Government Procurement; (ii) awareness of the benefits, costs and modalities of accession to the Agreement; and (ii) opportunities for exchange of views and sharing of experiences on the subject and related issues at the national and regional levels

	Programme
	Not yet available

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this programme is GPA acceding members and observers, and other WTO Members with GPA accession commitments. The Workshop is also opened to other WTO Members and accession candidates who wish to familiarize themselves with the GPA. The anticipated countries are:
Albania; Argentina; Armenia; Australia; Botswana; Brazil; Cameroon; Chile; China; Colombia; Croatia; Egypt; FYR Macedonia; Georgia; Ghana; India; Iran; Iraq; Jordan; Kyrgyz Republic; Macao, China; Malaysia; Mexico; Moldova; Mongolia; New Zealand; Oman; Panama; the Philippines; Russian Federation; Saudi Arabia; South Africa; Sri Lanka; Chinese Taipei; Turkey; and Ukraine.
In addition, a representative of the CARICOM Secretariat or its Regional Negotiating Machinery is also invited.

Participation in this programme is without prejudice to the views or position of any government on the GPA or the issue of government procurement in the WTO. 

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	One official may be nominated from each participating country. The official should preferably have policy responsibility in relation to WTO and/or government procurement matters, or more specifically the GPA.  Only nominations received from national authorities may be considered. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (documentation)
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