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Organization

	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on Domestic Services Regulation and Scheduling Issues for Caribbean Countries 

	venue and dates
	Grand Barbados Beach Resort, Barbados

30 January – 1 February 2008

	Course description
	The workshop will address two important issues in the current services negotiations: first, it will provide participants with an in-depth overview of the current negotiations on disciplines for domestic regulation in the WTO, with a view to identifying issues of particular concern and interest for Caribbean countries.  The second main focus of the workshop will be to ensure clarity, certainty, comparability and coherence in the scheduling and classification of commitments, in accordance with paragraph 1 (f) of Annex C of the Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration.  The workshop will analyse patterns of scheduling commitments and drafting offers by Caribbean countries, and provide practical advice on avoiding scheduling pitfalls. 


	Objectives
	(1) Raise awareness and facilitate participation of trade officials and services regulators from the Caribbean in the negotiations on disciplines on domestic regulation.
(2) Assist in addressing specific scheduling issues that are recurring in schedules of Members from the region.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, INTAL


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago.


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
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Regional Workshop on Domestic Services Regulation and Scheduling Issues

for Caribbean Countries 
Bridgetown, Barbados

30 January - 1 February 2008

Draft Programme

Note:  Working hours will be 9.00 to 12.30, and 14.00 to 16.30, with a lunch break between 12.30 and 14.00, and 15 minute coffee breaks in the morning and afternoon (10.30 and 15.15).

Wednesday, January 30

8.30
Registration

9.00
Opening Remarks

Ms Sharon Miller, Operations Officer, IDB Representation in Barbados

Mrs Mia Mottley, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economics Affairs and Development  of Barbados

Mr Ramesh Chaitoo, Head of the Services Trade Unit of CRNM


Mr Markus Jelitto, Counsellor, WTO Trade in Services Division

The GATS and Domestic Regulation

	Review of key concepts of the GATS 


	
	Morrison & Jelitto (WTO)

	Distinction between domestic regulation and measures subject to scheduling under Articles XVI and XVII
Regulatory obligations arising from specific commitments (conditional obligations, Art VI, VIII etc.)

	
	

	Overview of regulatory state of play and challenges for the Caribbean

	
	Chaitoo (CRNM)


Thursday, January 31

A closer look at domestic regulation: overview of the negotiations,

and application to professional services 

	Overview of state of play in the Working Party on Domestic Regulation


	
	Jelitto (WTO)

	Selected issues arising from the draft disciplines on domestic regulation

	
	Jelitto (WTO)

	Exercise on professional services (scheduling and domestic regulation)

	
	Morrison & Jelitto (WTO)


Friday, February 1

	Selected scheduling issues for Caribbean countries

Overview of GATS commitments and scheduling patterns in the Caribbean, and issues arising from scheduling practice

	
	Morrison & Jelitto (WTO)

	The GATS and Dispute Settlement

   Overview of key findings in GATS dispute settlement  cases, and possible implications


	
	Morrison (WTO)


Activity Sheet





CARIBBEAN  REGIONAL NEGOTIATING  MACHINERY





Inter-American Development Bank


Integration and Trade Sector


Institute for the Integration of Latin America and the Caribbean
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