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	title of the event
	Advanced Regional Seminar on Trade in Services for Economies in Transition

	venue and dates
	Joint Vienna Institute, Vienna, Austria

26-28 November 2008

	Course description
	The Seminar is intended as a follow-up to previous seminars on Trade in Services, which deal with the current negotiations on specific commitments, pursuant to Articles XIX and IV of the GATS, and on GATS rules (domestic regulation, emergency safeguards, subsidies and government procurement). Particular emphasis will be again placed on the provisions governing the scheduling of commitments and related practical exercises, as well as on the drafting of offers.  Rules and decisions affecting the participation of developing countries will be further explained.

	Objectives
	The aim of the Seminar is to facilitate the more effective participation of the invited countries in the work of the World Trade Organization and to obtain a better understanding of services trade in the context of the WTO and the current GATS negotiations.  


	Programme
	See program below

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, Joint Vienna Institute (JVI)


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Afghanistan, Albania; Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, F.Y.R. of Macedonia, Georgia, Iran, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Mongolia, Montenegro, Russian Federation, Serbia, Tajikstan, Turkey, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
The officials are required to be capital-based official(s) who are responsible for work relating to trade in services.  


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (documentation)
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Trade Policy Reforms in Services and the GATS

An Advanced Regional Training Workshop offered jointly by the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the World Bank Institute (WBI) for Economies in Transition 
Vienna, Austria, November 26-28, 2008

Draft Program

	
	Wednesday

(November 26)
	Thursday

 (November 27)
	Friday

 (November 28)

	Morning
	(9:00-9:45)

Welcome & Introduction
Liberalizing trade in services: a follow-up
A. Mattoo(tbc)

 (WBI)
	(9:00-10:30)

Scheduling specific commitments under the GATS (advanced)
M. Jelitto(tbc)

 (WTO)

	(9:00-10:30)

The General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS): architecture and main disciplines (advanced)
D. Honeck

 (WTO)


	
	Coffee break (9:45-10:15)
	Coffee break (10:30-11:00)
	Coffee break (10:30-11:00)

	
	(10:15-12:30)

(session continued)


	(11:00-12:30)

Services commitments of acceding countries (advanced)
D. Honeck

 (WTO)


	(11:00-12:30)

(session continued)

	Lunch (12:30-14:00)
	
	
	

	Afternoon
	(14:00-15:30)

Assessing services reforms, identifying export interests, and preparing for negotiations (advanced)

A. Mattoo(tbc)

 (WBI)
	(14:00-15:45)

Scheduling exercise (advanced)

M. Jelitto

(WTO)
	(14:00-15:00)

Selected GATS issues: 

Modes 1&2, presence of natural persons (Mode 4), Economic Integration Agreements and other departures from MFN (advanced)
M. Jelitto(tbc)

 (WTO)
Closing remarks

Evaluation



	
	Coffee break (15:30-16:00)
	Coffee break (15:45-16:15)
	

	
	(16:00-17:15)

(session continued)

	(16:15-17:15)

Services negotiations under the Doha Development Agenda (advanced)

D. Honeck / M. Jelitto(tbc)

(WTO)
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