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	title of the event
	APT/WTO Regional Capacity Building Workshop on  
Telecom Trade Rules & Regulatory Disciplines

	venue and dates
	Singapore,  19-22  August 2008

	Course description
	This workshop offers capacity building training on the elements of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) relevant to telecommunications and, in particular, the regulation of the telecommunications sector. It is intended to provide relevant government officials with a better understanding necessary for the implementation of the GATS obligations and commitments.  The workshop covers issues such as transparency, reasonableness, non-discrimination, scheduling, licensing, independence of regulators, interconnection, etc.  As a means of enhancing capacity, the workshop relies extensively on practical, interactive exercises in which the concepts learned are applied to realistic situations they may encounter in the course of their own work responsibilities. 


	Objectives
	The objective of the workshop is to enhance the familiarity of participants will the GATS obligations, commitments  and disciplines and Reference Paper relevant to their areas of work.  By the end of the workshop, the aim is that participants should have greater confidence in their knowledge and skills related to implementation of the GATS commitments and obligations.  


	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	Asia Pacific Telecommunity (APT), in collaboration with WTO



	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this advanced workshop are government officials of APT Member countries who 
(1) have responsibilities in the area of telecom policy and regulation, and
(2) whose day-to-day activities are related to the regulation and the implementation of GATS obligations and the commitments on telecommunications and the Reference Paper. 


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Participants will be selected by the APT Secretariat, based on replies to the letters of invitation sent by APT to their points of contact within APT Member governments.  



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
In preparation of the workshop, participants are encouraged to work through the interactive training course on the GATS, which is available on the WTO Website. 

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/serv_e/cbt_course_e/signin_e.htm
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.wto.org/index.htm" 
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APT - WTO CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP ON

TELECOM TRADE RULES & REGULATORY DISCIPLINES

Republic of Singapore

19-22 August 2008


PROVISIONAL AGENDA
Day One

Morning
1. Opening of the Session

2. GATS Principles and Reference Paper Obligations for Telecom Regulation 
· The essence of transparency obligations and requirements



· Reasonableness in a regulatory context

3. Interactive Exercise: Evaluating GATS/Reference Paper provisions 

- Participants form teams to evaluate the provisions and present their findings, by topic (e.g. non-discrimination, competition safeguards, licensing, interconnection, etc)

Afternoon

4. GATS Commitments on Telecom Reforms
· Defining market access & national treatment and modes of supply

· Understanding scheduling guidelines & telecom scheduling techniques

· Classification issues and techniques 
5. Interactive exercise: Schedules of commitments

- Participants work in groups to analyse and draft commitments on telecommunications for different types of telecom regimes

Day Two

Morning

6. Interactive exercise: GATS consistent Licensing Procedures & Criteria 

- Participants review a set of licensing regulations to determine consistency with GATS obligations/commitments and recommend any necessary adjustments
7. Ways and Means to Ensure Regulatory Independence & Enforcement Powers

· Legal underpinnings

· Funding mechanisms

· Appointments, composition and authority issues  

· Practical considerations

Afternoon

8. Interactive Exercise on Independence and Enforcement Powers

- Participants evaluate and discuss different options presented to them

9. Review of International and Regional  Best Practice Guidelines, Initiatives & Regulatory Resources

· International initiatives

· Regional initiatives

Day Three

Morning

10. The WTO Dispute Settlement System 

· How the dispute settlement process works

·  WTO video on dispute settlement case studies 

11. Simulation Exercise:  Mock WTO Dispute Settlement Panel 

· Introduction of the simulation exercise

· Assignment of teams and roles for the simulation

Afternoon
Mock Dispute Settlement Panel (continued)

· Preparation of oral arguments by the teams

Day Four

Morning


Mock Dispute Settlement Panel (continued)

·  Presentation of oral arguments & rebuttals by the teams

·  Deliberations of the Panel of Judges

·  Presentation of findings by the panel of judges

Afternoon

12. Ongoing Telecom Negotiations: Implications for telecom regulators

· WTO: State of play - Bilateral/plurilateral request & offers

· Classification and convergence questions raised vis-à-vis commitments & Reference Paper disciplines

· Negotiations on new WTO domestic regulation disciplines
·  Regulatory disciplines emerging from regional and bilateral free trade agreements 
13. Wrap Up Discussion: The Way Forward

14. Closing Session
Activity Sheet
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