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	title of the event
	WTO-Pacific Islands FORUM Secretariat Regional Workshop on Non-Agricultural Market Access Negotiations (NAMA) for the Pacific Economies

	venue and dates
	Fiji, 3-5 November 2008 

	Course description
	This workshop focuses on non-agricultural market access issues and negotiating matters, including the use and scope of tariff reduction simulation, and an introduction to the scheduling of new commitments. 

It covers background to market access issues, overview of negotiations on non-agricultural market access, current state-of-play of non-agricultural market access negotiations, WTO tariff and imports databases, formula approach to tariff reduction. It also includes some hands on exercises.

	Objectives
	This workshop focuses on non-agricultural market access issues and negotiating matters, including the use and scope of tariff reduction simulation, and an introduction to the scheduling of new commitments. It covers background to market access issues, overview of negotiations on non-agricultural market access, current state-of-play of non-agricultural market access negotiations, WTO tariff and imports databases, formula approach to tariff reduction. It also includes some hands on exercises. 

The aim of this workshop is to enhance and strengthen the participants' understanding of the current discussions and proposals on the elements of the modalities of the non-agricultural market access negotiations, particularly in light of the recent developments of the on-going negotiations. The workshop will also present the available sources of information on tariff and trade data, as well as analytical tools, so as to help participants to use them in particular in assessing the proposed tariff reduction modalities.  The workshop aims to raise the participants' understanding of the impact of current modalities on both, import duties as well as duties faced in their export markets. 

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO and the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS)


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Cook Islands, Fiji (WTO Member), Kiribati (LDC), Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue Island, Palau, Papua New Guinea (WTO Member), Samoa (LDC in accession), Solomon Islands (WTO Member), Tonga (in accession), Tuvalu (LDC), Vanuatu (LDC in accession)
This course is addressed to government officials who are directly involved in the market access negotiations for non-agricultural products. We are expecting capital-based officials involved in NAMA, one directly involved in the policy making aspects and another one supporting the process of negotiating positions on NAMA.  Thus it is suitable that at least one of them should have experience in dealing directly with trade and tariff data and the other one be sufficiently computer literate.  If feasible, as part of the IDB notification requirements for WTO members, we also request that the participants bring their country's latest applied tariff and the most recent detailed tariff line level import data in electronic format for submission to the WTO Integrated Database as these data would be important for future analytical work and for further tariff simulation studies.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	For this workshop, the PIFS will provide financing to cover travel expenses and per diem for two participants by country, in accordance with WTO regulations. Additional nominees will be on a self-financing basis.  

As part of the agreed procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by PIFS to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (documentation)  to be provided 




WTO – PIFS Regional Seminar on Non-Agricultural Market Access

Negotiations for Pacific Economies

Fiji, 3-5 November 2008
Tentative Programme

Monday,  03 November   


Registration - 
Opening Session

Session 1: Background to Market Access Issues for Non-Agricultural Products
· Legal and institutional framework 

· Schedules of concessions

· Modification of concessions

· Accession to WTO

· Introduction to non-tariff measures
· Tariff profiles of WTO Members




Discussions: Q&A


Session 2: Overview of Negotiations in Non-Agricultural Market Access



· Modalities and procedures for tariff negotiations

· Scope of the Doha mandate on NAMA
· Key issues involved



Discussions: Q & A

Lunch Break


Session 3: Draft  Modalities for  Negotiations (State of play - main provisions) 


Tariff reduction formula and formula related issues

· Formula

· Treatment of unbound tariffs

· Other elements regarding the formula

Session 4: Draft  Modalities for  Negotiations (key concerns for Pacific economies)




Other S & D treatment

· Developing Members with low binding coverage

· LDCs

· SVEs

· Newly acceded Members
· Sectorial tariff approach
Discussions: Q & A 

Tuesday,  04 November  

Session 5: Draft  Modalities for  Negotiations (cont'd)
· Modalities for Pacific Economies

· Preference erosion



Discussions: Q & A 


Session 6 : Technical explanations and numerical simulations
· Numerical examples of formula cutting modalities

· Results of simulations on impact of DDA

Lunch Break


Session 7: Tools for Negotiators (IDB & CTS)

· Introduction of WTO tariff and trade databases

· Integrated Data Base (IDB)

· Consolidated Tariff Schedules (CTS) database
· HS2002/7 transposition of CTS


Session 8: Tools for Negotiators (Hands on exercises)

· Introduction of WTO trade and tariff databases
· File Transfer Facility (FTF)

· IDB CD ROM
· Internet Analysis Facility
· Hands on practice exercises 

Wednesday, 05 November  
 
Session 9 : Scheduling of New Concessions

· Presentation of Electronic Negotiating Files
· Introduction to scheduling
 
Session 10:  NAMA Modalities Exercises

· Hands on examples of scheduling for Pacific economies


Lunch Break


Roundtable Discussions(Participants and WTO)

 
Closing Session (Wrap up session)

Note: During the duration of the seminar consultations on IDB notification will be made with selected participants from WTO member countries/territories. 
Activity Sheet








