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	title of the event
	First Specialized Course on the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (English)


	venue and dates
	Geneva, Switzerland. 27 October – 7 November 2008


	Course description
	The First Specialized Course on the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) is an in-depth information sharing and practical training course.  It will promote greater understanding of the Agreement and will address implementation issues as well as TBT-related market access concerns f developing countries.  The course will encourage active engagement of all participants.  
 
The course comprises a series of sessions and practical exercises related to the implementation of the TBT Agreement.  The first week will include, in addition to general sessions on increasing understanding of the TBT Agreement, focused sessions on specific TBT topics such as use of international standards, challenges of conformity assessment procedures, establishing good regulatory practice, and implementing transparency provisions so as to avoid trade problems.  The second week will focus on the operation of the TBT Committee:  this will include participants attending the TBT Committee Meeting on 5-6 November to observe how the Committee conducts its work and familiarize themselves with its rules and procedures.  Dispute settlement, technical assistance and cooperation, and special and differential treatment are other main topics to be addressed in the course.

 
In addition, all participants will be asked to elaborate, with the assistance of course tutors, an action-plan that should allow them to address specific difficulties encountered in the implementation of the TBT Agreement in their countries. 
 
A team of WTO staff, and an external expert will tutor participants during the course.  External experts from international bodies and representative of WTO Members will also be invited to address the course.

	Objectives
	By the end of the course, participants will have:

(a) deepened their practical knowledge of the provisions of the TBT Agreement and gained first-hand experience of the work of the TBT Committee; 

(b) identified concrete initiatives to deal with significant TBT-related implementation problems in their countries; and,

(c) prepared Action Plans to address those problems

	Programme
	

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 

All developing country Members and Observers and economies in transition are elegible.  The WTO will select 25 participants through analysis of candidates' applications. 
The officials are required to:

(1) hold responsibilities in the area of TBT within their Governments; and
(2) possess a proven understanding of the basic features of WTO, especially of the TBT  Agreement.  



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation, along with a candidacy form and nomination form, will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels.  For this course, twenty-five fellowships will be granted to officials from developing countries and economies in transition that are Members and Governments in advanced stages of their accession process to the WTO.  The participants should have prior experience in the implementation of the TBT Agreement and will be selected based on their CVs and other information submitted.   Preference will be given to participants who have already completed the TBT e-training course.  Completion of a pre-course questionnaire on the implementation of the TBT Agreement in their countries is a prerequisite for participation in the course.  Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged.


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 




Activity Sheet








