World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on the WTO and the Doha Development Agenda Negotiations for Caribbean Countries – Short Trade Policy course

	venue and dates
	Georgetown, Guyana (16-18 September 2008)

	Course description
	The Regional Workshop is intended to offer senior officials from Caribbean countries an opportunity to further reflect on the development dimension of the DDA negotiations and also to review developments in the negotiations, including recent efforts to agree on modalities for the agriculture and NAMA negotiations. The workshop will provide a forum for the exchange of views on national, regional and multilateral trade-related activities and initiatives.  To that end, participants will be encouraged to be proactive and make interventions sharing their national experiences and strategies to enrich the discussions.  Presentations by WTO resource persons will be followed by discussions.  There will be guest speakers  from regional institutions to highlight issues of interest to Caribbean countries in the DDA negotiations.


	Objectives
	The principal objective of the workshop is to deepen the knowledge of participants of the existing multilateral trade agreements and also brief them on developments in the DDA negotiations and, in the process, enhance their awareness of the positions of the key players in the various negotiating areas, particularly in agriculture, non-agricultural market access and services.   It is expected that the workshop will enable participants to make a positive contribution to the work of their country's trade negotiating team.  
 

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO and the CARICOM Secretariat


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago 

The officials are required to:
(1) have responsibilities in the area of trade negotiations; and
(2) possess a sound understanding of WTO Basic principles and Institutional Framework as well as the Multilateral trade Agreements (e.g. through prior participation in WTO regional seminars/workshops, TPC/RTPC or practical exposure to WTO issues in a professional capacity.  


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	In accordance with WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be sent by the CARICOM Secretariat to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the workshop. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be considered. 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (please see attached list of materials): Presentations and discussions at the Workshop would be based on relevant background documentation which would be made available to participants before and during the event.  To encourage the sharing and exchange of information and national experiences, it is suggested that participants come thoroughly prepared and, where possible, distribute materials relevant to their domestic trade policies and strategies.


TUESDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER  2008

00:00 – 00:00
Registration
00:00 – 00:00
Opening Ceremony


Statements by:




-
the Representative of Guyana




-
the Representative of CARICOM




-
the Representative of the World Trade Organization

SESSION 1
Introduction to the WTO



(a)
The WTO principles and Agreements



(b)
The Decision-making process of the WTO and institutional challenges



(c)
Overview of the Doha Development Agenda

SESSION 2
Agriculture negotiations



(a)
Export competition

· Export subsidies, export credits, state trading enterprises and food aid



(b) 
Domestic support

· Overall Trade Distorting Support, Amber Box Support, Blue Box, Green Box, De Minimis, SDT for developing countries – Article 6.2 of the Agreement on Agriculture



(c) 
Market access

· Tiered formula, tariff capping, tariff simplification, special agricultural safeguard, special safeguard mechanism, special products, sensitive products and tariff quota expansion.

SESSION 3
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and Public 

Health,

(a)
Overview of the TRIPS Agreement



(b)
TRIPS and Public Health



(c) 
TRIPS-CBD Relationship



(d)
Geographical Indication – multilateral register and issues relating to extension

WEDNESDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER 2008

SESSION 4
Tariff barriers and NAMA negotiations


(a)
Tariff reduction formula and formula-related issues



(b)
Flexibilities for developing, least-developed countries and small and vulnerable economies



(c)
Sectoral tariff approach



(d) 
Non-Tariff barriers – SPS Agreement, TBT Agreement




(Private vs. public standards, Eco-labelling, etc) 

SESSION 5
Trade Remedies



(a)
Anti-Dumping



(b)
Subsidies and Countervailing Measures, including fisheries subsidies



(c)
Safeguards



(d)
Overview of developments in the negotiations, including review of the salient elements of the Chairman's text

SESSION 6
Trade and Environment



(a)
Overview of the relationship between trade and environment



(b)
Relationship between existing WTO rules and specific obligations set out in MEAs



(c)
Environmental good and services

THURSDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER 2008
SESSION 7
Trade Facilitation



(a)
Importance of trade facilitation



(b)
Review of Articles V, VIII and X of the GATT 1994



(c)
Overview of Members' proposals and developments in the negotiations

SESSION 8
WTO rules relating to regional trade agreements


(a)
Overview of relevant WTO rules relating to regional trade agreements

· Article XXIV of the GATT 1994

· Article V of the GATS

· The Enabling Clause



(b)
Overview of Developments in the Negotiations (Transparency mechanism, substantive rules ) 

SESSION 9
Dispute settlement procedures



(a)
Overview of the dispute settlement system



(b)
Overview of developments in the DSU negotiations, including review of the Chairman's text – enhanced third party rights, remand authority for the Appellate Body, post-retaliation, timelines, remedies

SESSION 10
Wrap up Session



(a)
Participants views on workshop



(b) 
Suggestions for future seminars/workshops

Activity Sheet








