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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	WTO Trade Facilitation Self Assessment of Needs and Priorities For Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines       

	venue and dates
	Saint Kitts, December 1-5, 2008



	Course description
	Using the WTO Trade Facilitation Needs Assessment Guide, participants from each country will examine the approximately 50 measures that are currently being discussed in the WTO trade facilitation negotiations to determine their needs and priorities in the implementation of these measures.  Each day will include plenary sessions for the discussion of the implementation, technical assistance and special and differential treatment issues for the proposed measures on a regional level.
This activity is being held on a sub-regional basis at the request of all three Governments.  

	Objectives
	As part of the Doha Development Agenda in the World Trade Organization  Members are negotiating new commitments in the area of trade facilitation. The negotiations aim to further expedite the movement, release and clearance of goods, as well as to enhance technical assistance and support for capacity building in this area.   

The goal of the self-assessment is to help WTO Members and Observers to negotiate more effectively on the measures proposed as well as on technical assistance and special and differential treatment and will provide a valuable basis for the eventual implementation of any results of the negotiations.



	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Lucia

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the organizers to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the programme. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 



WTO Trade Facilitation Self Assessment of Needs and Priorities

For Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines       

December 1-5, 2008

Draft Agenda

__________________________________________________________________________________

DAY 1
9:00 - 9:30
Opening Ceremony 

9:30 – 10::00
Introductions of Participants and International Officials




Facilitator:  Sheri Rosenow. WTO Secretariat
10:00 – 11:15
Session 1:  Introduction to the WTO trade facilitation negotiations




- Negotiation mandate




- GATT Articles




- Members' proposals


             

Speaker:  Stephen Fevrier, OECS Secretariat, Geneva 

11:15 – 11:30
Break

11:30 - 12:30
Session 2:  Introduction to the Needs Assessment Process and Tool




- Introduction to the self assessment tool


             

Speaker: Sheri Rosenow. WTO Secretariat
12:30-1:30 
Lunch Break

1:30 – 4:30 
Session 4:  Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities

Each country will complete the assessment using the Needs Assessment Guide and Tool (TN/TF/W/143).  

4:30 – 5:30
Session 5:  Comparison/discussion of results

DAY 2

9:00- 4:30 
Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities

4:30 – 5:30
Comparison/discussion of results

DAY 3

9:00- 4:30 
Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities

4:30 – 5:30
Comparison/discussion of results

DAY 4

9:00- 12:30 
Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities

1:30- 5:30 
Review of Findings

Results of needs assessment are analyzed and results are summarized in the WTO Needs Assessment Summary Forms.  Powerpoint presentations are prepared in order to share results with stakeholders upon return home.  

DAY 5

9:00 – 12:30 
Session 1:  The Regional Perspective

Discussion on issues that should be approached regionally including negotiation of certain proposed measures, notification, and implementation.


             

Speaker:  Stephen Fevrier, OECS Secretariat, Geneva 

12:30 – 1:30 
Lunch

1:30 – 2:00
Evaluation of the Assessment (to help WTO improve the process and materials)

2:00 – 2:30
Closing Ceremony

Activity Sheet








