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	title of the event
	Regional advanced specialized course on WTO dispute settlement procedures and practices

	venue and dates
	Ankara, Turkey
4-8 May 2009

	Course description
	  This course aims to : 

- Familiarize participants with the basic features of WTO dispute settlement procedures;

- Expose participants to the practice of dispute settlement procedures through interactive simulation exercises; and

- Familiarize participants with the key issues under consideration in the DSU negotiations.



	Objectives
	By the end of the course, it is expected that participants will have enhanced their capacity to participate effectively in (i) the work of the DSB, (ii) dispute settlement procedures, and (iii) the DSU negotiations. 

It is also expected that participants will have gained a better understanding of the role of dispute settlement in the WTO and its relevance to the interpretation of WTO rights and obligations.  



	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course is government officials of the relevant WTO Members and observers who are responsible for work relating to WTO dispute settlement, including the ongoing negotiations in that area.  

Given the focus of the activity on procedural and legal issues, a legal background would be a strong asset.  The content of the course will be comparable to the dispute settlement component of the WTO three-month trade policy courses and previous one-week WTO regional seminars on dispute settlement.  Governments are therefore invited to nominate officials that have not recently attended one of these activities.  

While this course does not require prior knowledge of WTO dispute settlement procedures, participants are expected to be familiar with the basic principles of WTO law.   It is therefore recommended that nominees should have taken the WTO e-training course on Basic Principles of WO Law or have otherwise attained, prior to the course, a comparable level of knowledge of substantive WTO law.  

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Beneficiaries have been invited to nominate one capital-based official who corresponds to the profile described above.




	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

The course will be delivered in English and requires participants to engage in discussion, presentations and drafting in English. 
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By the end of the module, the participants should have an improved knowledge of the dispute settlement rules, procedures and practice, and a strengthened capacity to apply and integrate this knowledge into their own activities.  The participants should also become aware of the scope and current state of the multilateral on-going negotiations on the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding.


The module will have three basic components:  (a) theoretical presentations, on subjects such as the basic principles of the GATT/WTO legal system, the historical origins and evolution of the GATT/WTO dispute settlement system, the basic features of the rules and procedures of the WTO dispute settlement system, and the scope and main issues involved in the multilateral on-going negotiations on the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding;  (b) a discussion regarding the constraints faced by developing countries regarding their participation in the WTO dispute settlement system, as well as the practical experience of countries from the region as parties and third parties;  and, (c) a practical exercise, through the simulation of a WTO trade dispute.


The theoretical presentations will be delivered by Ms. Xiaolu Zhu, from the WTO Appellate Body Secretariat and Mr. Jorge Castro, from the WTO Legal Affairs Division.

The module will require an active involvement by the participants.

Outline

I. Rules and procedures of the WTO dispute settlement system

II. Constraints faced by developing countries regarding their participation in the WTO dispute settlement system

III. Practical experience of countries from the region as parties and third parties in WTO dispute settlement

IV. Multilateral negotiations on the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding

V. Practical exercise

Programme

	Monday, 4 May 2009



	08:00-09:00
	Registration of the participants



	09:00-09:15
	Opening of the Workshop

· Welcoming address by the representative of the Government of Turkey
· Statement by Mr. Castro Jorge, Counsellor, World Trade Organization (WTO)



	09:15-09:25
	Organizational matters



	09:25-9:45
	Introduction of participants



	09:45-10:00
	Coffee break



	10:00-10:45
	Rules and Procedures of the WTO Dispute Settlement System (General principles, Objectives, Scope and Actors)

Speaker(s): Mr. Castro Jorge, Counsellor, WTO 



	12:45-14.15


	Lunch



	14:15-15:45
	Rules and Procedures of the WTO Dispute Settlement System 

(Consultations and Panel Process)
Speaker(s): Mr. Castro Jorge, Counsellor, WTO
 

                           

	15:45-16:00


	Coffee break

	16:00-17:45


	Rules and Procedures of the WTO Dispute Settlement System 

(Consultations and Panel Process)
Speaker(s): Mr. Castro Jorge, Counsellor, WTO





	Tuesday, 5 May 2009



	09:00-10:55


	Rules and Procedures of the WTO Dispute Settlement System (Consultations and Panel Process / Appellate Review)
Speaker(s): Mr. Jorge Castro, Counsellor, WTO / Ms. Xiaolu Zhu, Legal Officer, WTO. 



	10:55-11:10
	Coffee break



	11:10-12:45
	Rules and Procedures of the WTO Dispute Settlement System (Consultations and Panel Process / Appellate Review)
Speaker(s): Mr. Jorge Castro, Counsellor, WTO / Ms. Xiaolu Zhu, Legal Officer, WTO


	12:45 -14:15


	Lunch




	14:15-15:25
	Rules and Procedures of the WTO Dispute Settlement System (Statistics in the use of the WTO Dispute Settlement System / Short Practical Exercises)
Speaker (s):
Mr. Jorge Castro, Counsellor, WTO






	15:25-15:40
	Coffee break



	15:40-17:30
	Rules and Procedures of the WTO Dispute Settlement System (Statistics in the use of the WTO Dispute Settlement System / Short Practical Exercises)
Speaker (s):
Ms. Xiaolu Zhu, Legal Officer, WTO 



	Wednesday, 6 May 2009



	09:00-10:55


	Constraints faced by developing countries regarding their participation in the WTO dispute settlement system / Practical experience of countries from the region as parties and third parties in WTO dispute settlement
Speaker(s):
Ms. Xiaolu Zhu, Legal Officer, WTO 


	10:55-11:10
	Coffee break



	11:10-12:45
	Constraints faced by developing countries regarding their participation in the WTO dispute settlement system / Practical experience of countries from the region as parties and third parties in WTO dispute settlement
Speaker (s):
Mr. Jorge Castro, Counsellor, WTO 


	12:45 -14:15


	Lunch



	14:15-15:25
	Rules and Procedures of the WTO Dispute Settlement System (Implementation / Group Preparation for Dispute Simulation Exercise)
Speaker(s):   
Mr. Jorge Castro, Counsellor, WTO






	15:25-15:40
	Coffee break



	15:40-17:30
	Rules and Procedures of the WTO Dispute Settlement System (Implementation / Group Preparation for Dispute Simulation Exercise)
Speaker(s):
Ms. Xiaolu Zhu, Legal Officer, WTO 



	Thursday, 7 May 2009



	09:00-10:55


	Group Preparation for Dispute Simulation Exercise 



	10:55-11:10
	Coffee break



	11:10-12:45
	Group Preparation for Dispute Simulation Exercise 



	12:45 -14:15


	Lunch



	14:15-15:25
	Presentations to Panel







	15:25-15:40
	Coffee break



	15:40-17:30
	Presentations to Panel




	Friday, 8 May 2009



	09:00-10:55


	Panel Ruling in Dispute Simulation Exercise / Discussion on selected WTO jurisprudence 

Speaker(s):
Mr. Jorge Castro, Counsellor, WTO 


	10:55-11:10
	Coffee break



	11:10-12:45
	Panel Ruling in Dispute Simulation Exercise / Discussion on selected WTO jurisprudence 

Speaker(s):
Ms. Xiaolu Zhu, Legal Officer, WTO


	12:45 -14:15


	Lunch



	14:15-15:25
	Group discussion of the exercises / DSU negotiations
Speaker(s):
Mr. Jorge Castro, Counsellor, WTO 


	15:25-15:40
	Coffee break



	15:40-16:15
	Group discussion of the exercises / DSU negotiations
Speaker(s):
Ms. Xiaolu Zhu, Legal Officer, WTO


	16:15-17:00


	Round table & closure 
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