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	title of the event
	WTO Regional Workshop on Government Procurement for English-speaking African Countries

	venue and dates
	Accra, Ghana, 16 to 18 June 2009

	Course description
	This Workshop will address policy-related issues on government procurement both generally and as they relate to trade. Its purpose is to inform participants of WTO activities in this area as well as to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information on national, bilateral, regional and multilateral trade-related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement. 

The theme of the Workshop is: Competition, transparency and international trade in government procurement markets: relevant WTO activities and policy considerations for African countries.
Participants will consider policy issues and challenges relating to the achievement of value for money in national procurement systems and to advancing national trade interests in government procurement markets. They will also explore the role and implications of international co-operation in this respect.  The Workshop will further address issues, challenges, and related flexibilities pertaining to developing and transition economies' participation in trade agreements with a government procurement dimension. A particular focus will be placed on the Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA) as a practical illustration of one approach to a trade accord in this area. Relevant activities and  initiatives in the region and beyond will also be covered.


	Objectives
	The objectives of this programme are:  (i) to enhance participants' awareness of key concepts, principles and developments in the area of government procurement;  (ii) to familiarize them with relevant WTO activities, including the ongoing renegotiation of the Agreement on Government Procurement and the provisionally agreed revised text of the Agreement;  and (iii) to facilitate policy development and decision making in this area at the national and regional levels.  

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this activity is government officials from some or all of the following countries: 

Botswana, Egypt; Eritrea; Ethiopia; Gambia; Ghana (Host); Kenya; Lesotho; Liberia; Libya; Malawi; Maurituis; Mozambique; Namibia; Nigeria; Rwanda; Seychelles; Sierra Leone; Somalia; South Africa; Sudan; Swaziland; Tanzania; Uganda; Zambia; Zimbabwe.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Each participating country will be encouraged to send two officials – one from its trade or commerce ministry and one from the national procurement authority or other ministry with policy responsibility in this area. Only nominations from national authorities will be considered. 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

Reading material (documentation)





___________________________________________________________________________
WTO REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT FOR 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING AFRICAN COUNTRIES

Accra, GHANA: 16 to 18 June 2009

PROGRAMME (PROVISIONAL) 

This Workshop is organised by the WTO Secretariat in cooperation with the Government of Ghana, for the benefit of participants from English-speaking African countries.

The theme of the Workshop is: "Competition, transparency and international trade in government procurement markets: relevant WTO activities and policy considerations for African countries."
The purpose of the Workshop is to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information on national, bilateral, regional and multilateral trade related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement. The broad objectives of the programme are:  (i) to enhance participants' awareness of key concepts, principles and developments in this area;  (ii) to familiarize them with relevant WTO activities, including the ongoing renegotiation of the Agreement on Government Procurement and the provisionally agreed revised text of the Agreement;  and (iii) to facilitate policy development and decision making in this area at the national and regional levels.  The programme will follow an interactive approach emphasizing embedded breakout sessions on topical issues, networking, and the exchange of information and sharing of experiences, in addition to lectures and presentations.

It is anticipated that two participants each from the following countries will attend the Workshop: Botswana; Egypt; Eritrea; Ethiopia; Gambia; Ghana (Host); Kenya; Lesotho; Liberia; Libya; Malawi; Mauritius; Mozambique; Namibia; Nigeria; Rwanda; Seychelles; Sierra Leone; Somalia; South Africa; Sudan; Swaziland; Tanzania; Uganda; Zambia; and Zimbabwe. 

Participants should come to the Workshop prepared to share information and perspectives on pertinent developments in their respective countries and/or at the regional level.


_________

PROGRAMME 
Day 1, 16 June 2009, a.m.

08:00
REGISTRATION

08:30   SESSION 1:  Opening 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	08:30 – 09:00
	1.1
Opening remarks 


	TBA (Ghana)

Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	
	
Break, 5 mins
	

	09:00 – 09:30
	1.2
Participant introductions
	Participants 


SESSION 2:
Significance of government procurement and overview of WTO work

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:30 – 10:00
	2.1
Significance of government procurement – economic efficiency/value for money, domestic policy considerations and the international dimension


	Prof Steven Schooner

George Washington University Law School, United States



	10:00 – 10:30
	2.2
WTO work on government procurement: introduction and overview


	Mr. Robert Anderson 

WTO Secretariat 

	10:30 – 10:45
	2.3
General discussion
	


10:45 – 11:15

Coffee break

SESSION 3:
Trade-related developments at the regional level

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:15 – 11:45
	3.1
Government procurement provisions in regional trade agreements: an overview


	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah

WTO Secretariat

	11:45 – 12:15
	3.2
The government procurement provisions of the EC-CARIFORUM Economic Partnership Agreement: implications for Africa


	Ms Kamala Dawar

University of Amsterdam

	12:15 – 12:30
	3.3
General discussion
	


12:30 – 14:00

 Lunch break

Day 1, 16 June 2009, p.m.

SESSION 4a:
Practices and experiences from the region 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 14:30 


	4.1
Government procurement in Ghana: legal framework, relevant developments and insights

	TBA, Ghana



	14:30 - 14:45
	4.2
General discussion
	


SESSION 4b:
Practices and experiences from the region – breakout session 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:45 – 16:30


	4.3
National experiences, practices and issues – breakout session
 

	Participants

	
	
In-session coffee service: 30 mins
	

	16:30 - 17:00
	4.4
Reporting and general discussion


Day 2, 17 June 2009, a.m.

SESSION 5: 
Disciplines and rules for a transparent and competitive government procurement system 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	08:30 – 09:00
	5.1
Transparency, flexibility and accountability: keys to an effective government procurement system


	Prof Steven Schooner

George Washington University Law School, United States



	09:00 – 09:30


	5.2
Disciplines and procedural rules under the GPA and developments in the on-going re-negotiation of the Agreement


	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah

WTO Secretariat

	09:30 – 10:00
	5.3
General discussion


	


10:00 – 10:30

Coffee break

SESSION 6a:
Definition, scope and coverage of government procurement
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	10:30 – 11:00


	6.1
Definition and scope of government procurement: conceptual issues and trade perspectives including the principle of non-discrimination


	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	11:00 – 11:40
	6.2
Scope and coverage of the GPA: Parties' coverage commitments and insights for preparing a coverage offer


	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah

WTO Secretariat



	11:40 – 12:00
	6.3
General discussion


	


12:00 – 13:30
 Lunch

Day 2, 17 June 2009, p.m.

SESSION 6b:
Scope and coverage of government procurement provisions in trade agreements: assessing GPA Parties' coverage commitments - breakout session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	13:30 – 14:45
	6.4
Small group exercise to enhance skills in assessing scope and coverage
	Participants

	14:45 – 15:00
	6.5
Reporting and general discussion
	


15:00 – 15:30
Coffee break

SESSION 7: Compliance mechanisms
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	15:30 – 16:00
	7.1
Domestic review procedures: basic principles and national experiences


	Prof Steven Schooner

George Washington University Law School, United States



	16:00 – 16:30


	7.2
Dispute settlement in the WTO: Article XXII of the GPA and jurisprudence

	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	16:30 – 17:00
	7.3
General discussion


	


Day 3, 18 June 2009, a.m.

SESSION 8: 
Accession to the Agreement on Government Procurement: procedures and pending developments; benefits and challenges; and transitional measures for developing countries

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	08:30 – 09:00


	8.1
Pending accessions to the Agreement on Government Procurement: current situation and relevant procedures


	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat



	09:00 – 09:30
	8.2
Transitional measures under the GPA revised text


	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah

WTO Secretariat



	09:30 – 10:00
	8.3 
Benefits and challenges of accession to the GPA


	Ms Kamala Dawar

University of Amsterdam

	10:00 – 10:30
	8.4
General discussion


	


10:30 – 11:00
Coffee break

SESSION 9a: 
Procurement reform and related issues: country experiences including trade perspectives

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:00 – 11:30


	9.1
Current issues at the international level: stimulus packages, buy national provisions and the benefits of a global procurement market 


	Prof Steven Schooner

George Washington University Law School, United States



	11:30 – 12:00
	9.2
Procurement reform, regional integration and capacity development: country experiences and policy considerations including trade perspectives 


	Speaker/Participant from the Region

	12:00 – 12:30
	9.3
General discussion


	


12:30 – 14:00
 Lunch

Day 3, 18 June 2009, p.m.

SESSION 9b: 
Procurement reform and related issues: preventing anti-competitive practices

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 14:30
	9.4
Measures to prevent collusive tendering: an important adjunct to a liberalized government procurement regime

	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	
	9.5
General discussion
	


SESSION 10a: 
Review and reflection – breakout session

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:30 – 15:45
	10.1
Small-group work to review and reflect on what has been learned and consider possible policy and related implications – breakout session

	Participants

	
	
In-session coffee service, 15 mins
	

	15:45 – 16:15
	10.2
Reporting and general discussion
	


SESSION 10b: Concluding session

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:15 – 17:00


	10.3
Workshop summary 
	Prof Steven Schooner

George Washington University Law School, United States



	
	10.4
Plenary evaluation, comments and closing     roundtable

 
	Participants, Speakers



	
	10.5
Closing remarks


	WTO Secretariat 

Host Country (Ghana)

	17:00
	Close


_________
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