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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Regional workshop for civil society and business from the MENA region

	venue and dates
	Cairo, Egypt
10 – 12 may 2009

	Course description
	The regional workshop attempts to bring together local and regional voices and opinion-makers from civil society and business, with trade practitioners, academics and WTO Secretariat experts. Greater awareness and a more informed debate on international trade matters lead to a better mutual understanding of the challenges and opportunities that are faced at the national, regional and international level. 

Against this background, the Regional Workshop will focus on four main areas: (1) the Doha Development Agenda and its relevance for the region; (2) the impact of the current financial and economic crisis on trade policies; (3) multilateralism versus bilateralism; and (4) the role of different stakeholders in the decision-making process

	Objectives
	The basic objectives of the Regional Workshop are to:

•foster greater understanding of the WTO and its role in the multilateral trading system;

•inform workshop participants on key issues on the international trade agenda, the status of the Doha Development Agenda negotiations and WTO's role in the current crisis;

•provide a forum for in-depth discussion and exchange of views and ideas on trade-related and development-related issues of particular relevance to the Asian region.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO Information and External Relations Division, Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES)


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	Business and Civil Society representatives from countries in the MENA region

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Invitations to the Workshop will be sent through our organizing partner FES. They will also handle all the logistics related to the organization of the workshop. 
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“Current and Future Challenges for the Multilateral Trading System – 

Development Perspectives from the MENA region”
Cairo, 10-12 Mai 2009
Program
Sunday, 10 May 2009

Arrival of International Participants


Evening
Informal Welcome Dinner

Monday, 11 May 2009
9.00-10.00
Opening Ceremony

Welcome Remarks

Emil Lieser, Permanent Representative, FES Egypt Office
___________, WTO Information and External Relations Division


Keynote Address

Trade Minister or high ranking official, Egypt (to be invited by WTO)

10.00-10.30
Coffee/Tea Break

10.30-12.30
1st Panel “The current financial and economic crises – reactions from and implications for the MENA region

The world economy is in a serious imbalance due to the unfolding of the food, energy, financial and economic crises, which started in 2008. Headlines have been dominated by dark prognoses on falling world GDP, shrinking trade flows, wage deflation and increasing unemployment. The financial crisis in particular led to reactions in dimensions never seen before. Various protectionist measures have been adopted and the world risks starting a new “beggar-thy-neighbour” process with disastrous consequences. What are the reactions from and implications for the MENA region concerning trade, foreign direct investment, employment, and development perspectives?
Chair: ___________,

___________, Egypt

___________, Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria

___________, Gulf States


___________, Lebanon, Jordan, Yemen
12.30-14.00
Lunch Break


14:00-16:00
2nd Panel “WTO’s role in the current crises and implications for the Doha 



“Development” Round”

While the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, together with the G-20, came into the focus of the debate, the WTO reacted to the crisis actively. It came forward with a technical paper analyzing the effects of the financial crisis on trade flows. Moreover, it set up a monitoring mechanism to track, review and discuss trade policy developments (i.e. protectionist measures taken by WTO members) during the crisis. These developments seem to have sidelined the negotiations on the Doha Round, which started in Doha, Qatar, in 2001. This panel discusses the measures taken by the WTO and the prospects of the Doha Round under the new circumstances. 

Chair: ___________,
___________, WTO
___________, NGO Geneva
___________, Egypt 
___________, 

16:00-16:30
Coffee/Tea Break

16:30-18:30
3rd Panel “The WTO Accession Process: Costs vs. benefits”
The “World” Trade Organization is a multilateral organization with 153 member states, but still falls short in terms of membership compared to the UN system. Currently, around 30 countries are in the process of acceding to the WTO, among them Algeria, Lebanon and Yemen. How is the accession process working? What are the costs and benefits of WTO accession? What are the experiences of MENA countries in this process?
Chair: ___________
WTO, the process explained

___________, the process criticized
___________, country experience 1 Algeria



___________, country experience 2 Lebanon



___________, country experience 3 Yemen

Discussion

Tuesday, 12 May
9.00-11.00
4th Panel “Preferential Trade Agreements – building blocks or obstacles for the 



multilateral trading system and the development perspective of the MENA region?”

Since the mid 1990s, the number of Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs) has been exploding. Currently, around 300 PTAs are in force, another 100 are under negotiation or waiting for ratification. Around 50 % of world trade flows is regulated by PTAs. Various countries in the MENA region signed bilateral trade Agreements with the US and the EU in particular; the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is the dominant regional trade agreement. What does this mean for the relevance of the WTO? What are the costs and benefits of PTAs for the development perspective of MENA countries?

Chair: ___________,



Riad al Khouri, Economist, Lebanon


___________, Egypt/Jordan


___________, Gulf state 1


___________, Gulf state 2
Discussion

11.00-11.30
Coffee/Tea Break

11.30-13.30 
5th Panel “Transparency and decision-making processes in national and multilateral trade policy - Actors perspectives”

The trade policy of each WTO member state is being reviewed regularly under WTO’s Trade Policy Review Mechanism (TPRM). The detailed analysis, prepared by the WTO Secretariat and the reviewed WTO member state, as well as the discussion is well documented and freely accessible at the WTO website. How is the decision-making process at the WTO working? How is the trade policy formulation process in MENA countries working? What can be learnt from examples of Asian and South African countries?
Chair: ___________,



___________, WTO 



___________,


___________, 



___________, 

Discussion

13.30-15.00
Lunch Break

15.00-16.30
6th Panel “What could be the role of the WTO in the future global economic governance system and which topics will gain importance?

One recommendation of the Warwick Commission Report 2007 was to start a “process of reflection” over the challenges and opportunities of the multilateral trading system. WTO’s DG Pascal Lamy mentioned in his address in December 2008 that it would be a “useful exercise” to brainstorm over “issues which are beyond the scope of the negotiations but which relate to areas interfacing the WTO”. A lawyer recently mentioned that the “WTO risks irrelevance to the issues of today and tomorrow” if it does not open up to topics, such as climate change, energy, social standards etc. This session aims at contributing to the debate on the reform of the WTO, its future role in the global economic governance system, taking into account current developments and reflection the discussion held in the MENA region
Chair: ___________,

___________, Egypt
___________, Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria

___________, Lebanon, Jordan, Yemen

___________, Gulf State


Discussion

16.30-17.00
Coffee/Tea Break

17.00-18.00
Closing – Outlook


___________, WTO



___________, FES

19.00
Informal Farewell Dinner
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