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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	8th THEMATIC COURSE ON TRADE NEGOTIATIONS (FRENCH)

	venue and dates
	From 14 September to 20 November 2009

· 1st Segment:  (online) from 14 September to 23 October 2009 at the participant's place of work

· 2nd Segment:  (Geneva) from 9 to 20 November 2009 in Geneva

	Course description
	The course, which lasts for eight weeks in all, consists of two complementary segments.  The First Segment is in the form of an "online" course entitled "Introduction to the WTO" and lasts for six weeks.  The Second Segment is a two‑week "face‑to‑face" course held in Geneva.  

	Objectives
	First Segment – "online" course (Introduction to the WTO), at the participant's place of work

Objectives:  to become acquainted with the following elements:
· The WTO's role and functions;
· the main features of the various agreements (trade in goods, trade in services and trade‑related aspects of intellectual property);
· the main rights and obligations of Member Governments set forth in the various legal instruments developed in the framework of the WTO;
· exceptions to the basic principles and waivers;
· WTO rules on regional agreements;
· protective measures that Member countries may take (anti‑dumping, safeguards, subsidy‑related compensation rights).

Duration of the segment:  30 hours over six weeks (14 September to 23 October 2009)

Venue:  the participant's place of work

Remarks:  the online course, "Introduction to the WTO", consists of seven modules.
  Each module is divided into sections including theory, detailed explanatory texts, summaries, notes, advice, examples, case studies and self‑evaluation exercises.  The self‑evaluation questions enable participants to assess their knowledge.  Only the participants see the answers to the self‑evaluation questions.  At the end of each module, participants are required to complete an end‑of‑module questionnaire (multiple choice questions).  The purpose of the questionnaires is to enable participants to evaluate their knowledge and enable the tutor(s) to give them advice and specific support in areas where there is room for improvement (if necessary).  Once participants have completed and submitted the end‑of‑module questionnaire, they can proceed to the next module.  The end‑of‑module questionnaire of the last module constitutes the final examination.  It counts double in the calculation of the average mark that participants obtain at the end of the course.  Participation in the second segment of the course (face‑to‑face course in Geneva) is confirmed only for those participants who have completed all stages (modules) of the online course.

There are special arrangements to enable participants for whom Internet access is difficult to take part in this segment.  (Dispatch of a CD‑ROM and interaction by e‑mail and/or fax, including for the end‑of‑module questionnaires.)

SECOND SEGMENT – "Face to face" course, in Geneva

Objectives (for participants):  Build on the following elements:

· Theoretical understanding of negotiation (transfer of knowledge); 

· skills in the area of negotiation‑related issues (improvement of skills);

· confidence in their ability to engage actively in negotiations conducted under the auspices of the WTO (confidence);

· ability to work in a team and in an international environment (team work);

· network of contacts with each other and with trainers/experts (network).

Duration of the Segment:  Approximately 60 hours (+ preparatory work in team during simulation) spread over 2 weeks (from 9 to 20 November 2009).

Venue:  Geneva (WTO)

Remarks:  The first week of this segment will be devoted essentially to the theory of negotiation.  It will be followed by simulation divided up into several successive stages.

This segment will require very active participation by every participant, particularly for the various exercises and the simulation (in the form of "role‑playing").

	Programme
	The programme will be provided later

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO

	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from developing countries and economies in transition, both Members and Observers.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation is addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels.  Only application forms that are signed, completed and filed within the deadline through the official focal point (the Permanent Mission/Embassy) will be considered.  The selection of participants is for participation in the two segments.  However, participants who have not completed the entire "online" programme successfully will not be accepted for the second segment (in Geneva). Selected participants who have already taken part successfully in the online course need not repeat it (unless they so wish). 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION:

Click here to access the conditions applicable to Geneva-based short courses
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Conditions applicable to Geneva-based short courses


English

( Selection 

Only completed and signed application forms, received by the set deadline by means of the national focal point (generally the Permanent Mission/Embassy to the WTO), are considered.  

In principle, only one Fellowship is awarded per country. However, the Selection Committee can decide, according to the number of candidates and the available places, to award two Fellowships to one or several countries. The Selection Committee can also decide not to award a Fellowship to a country if  the profile of the candidate does not correspond to the desired profile.

 The Profile of the ideal candidate is the following one:  

· Governmental civil servant;

· Working in a domain connected to the activities of the WTO at the time of registration;

· Likely to be able to contribute to his/her country's participation in the works of the WTO;

· Capable of following the course full-time and of participating in it actively in the language of the course;

· Training at university level carried out.

( Services provided by the WTO 

In the case where the candidate is selected, the WTO is committed to providing the following services:

Travel 
The WTO supports and organizes round trip air transport from the participant's place of work to Geneva. An economy class ticket will be issued by the travel agency selected by the WTO and sent to participants before the course. The route is set by the WTO in accordance with its internal rules applicable to travel of staff of the organization. Insofar as possible, the preferences of the candidate (see Application Form) will be considered. The trip will be organized in principle to allow the participant to arrive in Geneva the day before the course starts and leave on the day following the end of the course. If the participant wants to change the itinerary, the WTO will not support the process or cost of change.

Lodging
The WTO supports and organizes accommodation according to arrival and departure dates (see itinerary). Participants will be accommodated in a single room with kitchenette. Meals are not covered by the WTO.

Daily Subsistence Allocation 

Each participant will receive a sum of CHF. 100 .- per day calculated from the day of departure from the workplace of the participant up to and including the day of return to his place of work (depending on the route determined by the WTO). 

Terminal Expenses 
Each participant will receive a lump sum of CHF 200.

Emergency Medical Insurance 
The WTO contracts for participants medical insurance covering emergency medical expenses that may be incurred throughout the duration of the course.

Certificates
Each participant who meets the conditions of the programme will receive at the end of the course a certificate issued by the WTO.

( Services not provided by the WTO 

Travel
If the participant wants to change the itinerary, the WTO will not support the process or cost of change. The participant must inform the organizer as soon as possible of any changes.

Expenses at the Residence.
Extra costs incurred by the participant at the residence chosen by the WTO (eg. telephone services) are not chargeable to the WTO. If the participant does not want to stay at the residence provided by the organizer, the WTO will not support costs related to different housing. The participant must inform the organizer as soon as possible of any changes.

Visas
The WTO does not support the costs associated with obtaining the visa of a participant, or the steps for obtaining visas. It is therefore strongly recommended to the participant to initiate this process immediately after receiving confirmation of selection for a course.

( Obligation undertaken by the Government nominating the candidate 

The Government nominating the candidate undertakes to continue to pay the selected participant during the course and to allow the participant to devote himself full-time to the course. 

Please note that the WTO Secretariat reserves the right to cancel this activity if an insufficient number of suitable candidates received by the deadline does not allow for its implementation.
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� Module 0 (Course guide);  Module 1 (The World Trade Organization);  Module 2 (The GATT:  basic principles and specific exceptions);  Module 3 (GATS and TRIPS:  basic principles and specific exceptions);  Module 4 (Exceptions to the basic principles);  Module 5 (WTO Rules:  anti�dumping, etc. ...);  Module 6 (Overview of WTO Agreements);  Module 7 (Conclusion).





