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	title of the event
	WTO Regional Workshop on Trade and Environment for Middle East and Arab Countries

	venue and dates
	Amman, Jordan, 20-22 October 2009

	Course description
	This course offers basic training to government officials from the Middle East and Arab country Members relevant WTO Agreements and trade and environment related issues, including those contained in the Doha Development Agenda.  This course is delivered through a combination of lectures and interactive exercises.  

	Objectives
	By the end of the course the participants will have acquired basic knowledge of key issues on the interface of Trade and Environment and some of their implications at the national level.  

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO-IDB


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 

Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen.
Participating Members will be invited to nominate two officials, namely from the Trade or Foreign Affairs Ministry and from the Environment Ministry.  



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
   


REGIONAL workshop ON TRADE AND ENVIRONMENT

FOR middle east and arab countries 

jordan 

20-22 october 2009
draft programme 

Tuesday, 20 October    

Opening and Introduction  

09:00 - 09:30
Registration and Opening Remarks

09:30 - 10:30
Introduction - Trade and Environment in WTO 
· Main objectives, functions, structure, basic principles of the WTO 

· Brief history of trade and environment debate

· Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE)

· Doha mandate on trade and environment

· Discussion

Coffee Break (10:30 - 11:00)
WTO and Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) 

11:00 – 11:45
Relationship Between WTO Rules and MEAs
· Introduction to the MEA debate in the WTO 
· MEAs and trade-related  measures 
· Relationship between MEA trade measures and relevant WTO rules:  potential conflict? 
· Discussion
11:45 – 12:30
Special Focus on MEAs of Interests to the Region

· Regional perspectives
· National experience sharing 
· Discussion 
Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)

14:00 – 15:30
The Doha Mandate on WTO-MEA Relationship
· Relationship between existing WTO rules and "specific trade obligations" set out in MEAs (Paragraph 31(i) of the Doha Declaration) 

· Cooperation between WTO and MEA secretariats (Paragraph 31(ii) of the Doha Declaration) 

· Main positions and proposals tabled in the CTE Special Session (CTESS)

· Current state of play of the negotiations    

· Discussion 
Coffee Break (15:30 – 16:00)
16:00 – 17:00
Strengthening National Coordination as a Means of Ensuring Mutual Supportiveness of Trade and Environment  
· National experience sharing 
· Discussion
Wednesday, 21 October   

Environmental Requirements and Market Access 

9:00 ‑ 10:30
Environmental Requirements and Market Access   

· Environmental requirements and market access (Paragraph 32(i) of the Doha Declaration) 

· Eco-labelling (Paragraph 32(iii) of the Doha Declaration)

· Discussions in the CTE

· Challenges and opportunities – national experience sharing
· Discussion
Coffee Break (10:30 - 11:00)
11:00 – 12:00 
Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT)
· Main disciplines under the TBT Agreement  

· Transparency obligations under the TBT Agreement  

· Environment-related specific trade concerns raised in the TBT Committee  
· Discussion
12:00 – 12:30
Quiz

Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)

Trade Liberalization and the Environment:  Creating "Win‑Win" Opportunities 
14:00 - 15:30
Environmental Goods and Services Liberalization
· Trends in the environmental goods and services sector 
· Main proposals discussed in the CTESS under Paragraph 31(iii) of the Doha Declaration 

· Technical issues relating to the identification of environmental goods 

· Modalities and special and differential treatment under the mandate

· State‑of‑play of the negotiations 

· Discussion

Coffee Break (15:30 – 16:00)
16:00 – 17:00
Special Focus on Environmental Friendly Products of Interests to the Region  

· Regional perspectives 

· National experience sharing 
· Discussion

Thursday, 22 October 

Environment‑Related Disputes

9:00 - 10:30
GATT/WTO Jurisprudence on Environment 

· Introduction to the WTO dispute settlement mechanism 

· Relevant WTO rules and GATT Article XX exception
· Examples of environment-related disputes
· Discussion 

Coffee Break (10:30 – 11:00)
11:00 – 12:30
Simulation Exercise on Dispute Settlement  

Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)

WTO and Climate Change

14:00 - 15:30
Trade and Climate Change 
· Introduction to climate change 

· Interface between trade and climate change 

· Climate change mitigation measures and trade 

· Regional perspective 
· Discussion
Coffee Break (15:30 – 16:00)
16:00 – 17:00
Closing Remarks and Evaluation 
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