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	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on WTO matters for Academics from Central and Eastern Europe, Central and the Caucasus

	venue and dates
	WTO. Geneva, Switzerland, 18-20 May 2009

	Course description
	This activity will focus on regional and multilateral trade issues and updating on DDA negotiations, involving presentations by WTO experts and regional experts, as well as and round tables to discuss these matters and the implications for the region. 
This workshop will be delivered through a combination of lectures and round-table discussions.  

	Objectives
	The general objective of this course is to contribute to institutional capacity building on WTO-related issues in  academic institutions, with a view to enhancing national training, teaching and research capacities on these matters.  
This workshop seeks to strengthen a regional network of academics and to identify a core group of scholars with whom the WTO Secretariat is expected to jointly deliver a one-month Regional Trade Policy Course for Government Officials, to take place in Geneva on 21 September to 16 October 2009.  

At the end of the event, participants are expected to be more familiar with WTO negotiations and the specificities of WTO Agreements, the functioning of the WTO, and trade-policy issues of regional interest. 

	Programme
	Draft programme attached

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO 


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are university professors and researchers from the region.

The participants will be: university teachers and/or researchers having a special interest in WTO and regional trade issues of relevance to the multilateral trading system.

21 eligible countries: Afghanistan, Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Iran, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Russia, Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	-  The WTO will fund up to 30 participants from the countries listed above. 

-  Deadline for applications: 13 march 2009.

- A selection of participants will be made from applications received within the deadline.   Applications must be submitted directly to the WTO at:: logistics.unit@wto.org, or to fax number: +41-22 / 739 57 24



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: Academics nominated by governments and individual nominations will also be examined and may be accepted provided that the specific requirements and expected profiles are met.
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Organización Mundial del Comercio
Workshop for Academics from the CEECAC region
Geneva, 18 to 20 May 2009

WTO Headquarters, Geneva, Room A
Draft Programme

Monday, 18 May 
	9.00 – 9.30 am
	OPENING OF THE WORKSHOP

Address by Institute for Training and Technical Co-operation:


Mr. Hakim Ben Hammouda


Director, Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation

Roundtable:
Introduction of participants


	9:30 – 10.45 am
	DOHA DEVELOPMENT AGENDA 

This session will provide an overview of the main issues and on-going initiatives in the DDA negotiations. These encompass ambitious objectives in a broad set of topics.  The session will provide the background for detailed discussions to follow in subsequent sessions.
Speaker:
Mr. Peter Pedersen, Counsellor, Council and TNC Division,    WTO.


	10.45 – 11:15 am


	Coffee break



	11:15 – 1:00 pm
	THE FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC CRISES AND TRADE RELATED DEVELOPMENTS

Global and Regional Implications on Trade.  The contribution of the multilateral trading system to alleviate the crisis.

Moderator:


Panellists:
Mr. Willy ALFARO, Senior Counsellor, Trade Policies Review Division.
[...]
[...]
[...]



	13.00 – 2.00 pm
	Lunch break


	2.00 – 4.15 pm
	AGRICULTURE NEGOTIATIONS 

An initial presentation will focus on the current state of play and latest developments of the negotiations in the three pillars of the Agreement on Agriculture: Market Access, Domestic Support and Export Competition.  The presentation will be followed by a roundtable discussion.





Given the existing structure of their economies, how important are for CEECAC countries the agriculture negotiations? Do the outstanding issues cover the main concerns and interests of these countries in agriculture? If not, what are the gaps?

Introduction:
Agriculture and Commodities Division, WTO

Moderator:
[...]

Panellists:



[...]
[...]

[...]



	4.15 -4.45 pm
	Coffee break


	4.45 – 6.00 PM
	AID FOR TRADE
The objective of Aid for Trade is to help developing countries, particularly LDCs, to build the supply-side capacity and trade-related infrastructure that they need to assist them to implement and benefit from WTO Agreements and more broadly to expand their trade. Aid for Trade cannot be a substitute for the development benefits that will result from a successful conclusion to the DDA.  This session will provide a briefing on developments in the area of Aid for Trade and the work that has been undertaken at the regional level with partners.
Speaker:
Mr. Michael Roberts, Counsellor, Development Division, WTO.
[...]

[...]

[...]



Tuesday, 19 May

	9.00 – 10.45 am
	NON-AGRICULTURE MARKET ACCESS

An initial session will cover the state of play of the NAMA negotiations. This presentation will be followed by a roundtable discussion.

While the importance of these negotiations may be related to the level of diversification of economies, there are also important systemic issues on the negotiating table, including non-tariff measures, and flexibilities related to S&D provisions.  What are the main characteristics of the negotiating package under discussion in the DDA negotiations and how do these issues relate to the economic interests of CEECAC countries? 

Introduction:
Mr. Alejandro Gamboa, Counsellor, Market Access Division, WTO.
Moderator:
[...]

Panellists:
[...]



[...]



[...]



	10.45 – 11.15 am

	Coffee break


	11.15 – 1.00 pm

	MULTILATERALISM vs REGIONALISM: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) have become in recent years a very prominent feature of the Multilateral Trading System (MTS). An initial presentation will focus on the current state of play and latest developments in this field.
It will be followed by a roundtable discussions addressing the following: The surge in RTAs has continued unabated since the early 1990s. What are the implications of the increasingly complex network of RTAs for the multilateral trading system and for the region?  What are the underlying issues in the field of RTAs in the region?

Introduction:
Mr. Roberto Fiorentino, Counsellor, Regional Trade Agreements Section, Trade Policy Review Division, WTO
Moderator:
[...]

Panellists:
[...]



[...]



[...]



	1.00 – 2.00 pm

	Lunch break


	2.00 – 4.15 pm

	NEGOTIATIONS ON TRADE IN SERVICES

An initial presentation will focus on the state-of-play of the negotiations in that field. It will be followed by a roundtable discussion.

Services account for the largest part of production and employment in most countries of the world. Trade in services grew more rapidly than merchandise trade over the past two decades; and developing countries were able to participate with an increasing share in that growth  This session will seek to explore the relevance of the services sectors, the relationship between national regulations and domestic reforms with the WTO provisions and negotiations.
Introduction:
Mr. Martin Roy, Economic Affairs Officer, Trade in Services Division, WTO
Moderator:
[...]

Panellists:


[...]
[...]

[...]



	4.15 – 4.45 pm
	Coffee break


	4.45 – 6.00 pm
	TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT
An introductory discussion on the development dimension of world trade, including the broad objectives that the global community set out to fulfil through the multilateral trading system.  This session will also touch upon some of the issues that need to be addressed nationally and internationally if trade is to lead to further growth and development

Introduction:
Mr. Harish IYER, Counsellor, Development Division, WTO.
Moderator:

Panellists:
[...]


[...]
[...]


Wednesday, 20 May
	9.00 – 11.00 am


	ACCESSIONS
Eleven countries from the region are negotiating their accession to the WTO,  with some of these accession negotiations being at very different stages. The roundtable discussions will focus on the lessons learnt by those countries that recently acceded to the WTO and provide an opportunity to participants to assess the challenges facing acceding countries.  

Introduction:
 Mr. Dimitar Bratanov, Economic Affairs Officer, Accessions Division, WTO
Moderator:
[...]

Panellists:
[...]



[...]



[...]



	11.00 – 11.30 am

	Coffee Break



	11.30 – 1.00 pm
	RESEARCH INTERESTS IN THE CEECAC REGION

Research Programmes – information exchange

Moderator:

Speaker:

Economic Research and Statistics Division, WTO.

Pannellists: [...]
[...]

[...]

	1.00 – 2.00 pm

	Lunch break


	2.00 – 3.00 pm
	WTO ACADEMIC COOPERATION ACTIVITIES: Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation.

· Regional Trade Policy Courses, 

· Mrs. Renée Mailloux-Huxtable, Counsellor, ITTC.
· The Academic Cooperation Programme
· Mr. Gerardo Thielen, Counsellor, ITTC.


	3.00 – 4.30 pm
	ENHANCING TRADE-RELATED TRAINING SKILLS

This session will aim at enhancing the participants' training skills for adult learners in the field of trade.  IDLO's training of trainers provides professionals with practical tools and techniques to maximize the impact of training programs in their areas of competence with the ultimate goal to achieve better on-the-job performance.

Speaker:         International Development Law Organization (IDLO)



	4.30 – 5.00 pm
	CLOSING OF THE WORKSHOP




Activity Sheet








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_953108449.doc



