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Organization
	title of the event
	Regional specialized course on WTO dispute settlement procedures and practices for English-speaking African countries 

	venue and dates
	Cape Town, South Africa, 10-14 May 2010


	Course description
	This course aims to: 

- Familiarize participants with the basic features of WTO dispute settlement procedures;

- Expose participants to the practice of dispute settlement procedures through interactive simulation exercises; and

- Familiarize participants with the key issues under consideration in the DSU negotiations.



	Objectives
	By the end of the course, it is expected that participants will have enhanced their capacity to participate effectively in (i) the work of the DSB, (ii) dispute settlement procedures, and (iii) the DSU negotiations.  It is also expected that participants will have gained a better understanding of the role of dispute settlement in the WTO and its relevance to the interpretation of WTO rights and obligations.  



	Programme
	Click here to access the attached programme

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	Government officials from the following WTO Members and observers are eligible: Botswana, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe
The target audience for this course is government officials of the relevant WTO Members and observers who are responsible for work relating to WTO dispute settlement, including the ongoing negotiations in that area.  

Given the focus of the activity on procedural and legal issues, a legal background would be a strong asset.  The content of the course will be comparable to the dispute settlement component of the WTO three-month trade policy courses and previous one-week WTO regional seminars on dispute settlement.  Governments will therefore be invited to nominate officials that have not recently attended one of these activities.  

While this course does not require prior knowledge of WTO dispute settlement procedures, participants are expected to be familiar with the basic principles of WTO law.   It is therefore recommended that nominees should have taken the WTO e-training course on Basic Principles of WTO Law or have otherwise attained, prior to the course, a comparable level of knowledge of substantive WTO law.  



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Beneficiaries will be invited to nominate one capital-based official who corresponds to the profile described above.




	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

This course will be delivered in English and includes a simulation exercise component.   This will require active participation of the participants and interaction among participants and with the lecturers. It is therefore essential that participants be able not only to understand but to express themselves through English. 




REGIONAL SEMINAR ON WTO DISPUTE SETTLEMENT PROCEDURES AND PRACTICES

_______________

DRAFT PROGRAMME

Day 1

Morning:
Introduction to the Dispute Settlement System of the WTO 

Brief overview of the basic rules and structure of the WTO – Objectives of dispute settlement in the WTO – Parties in WTO dispute settlement – Grounds for bringing a dispute (types of complaints: violation, non-violation) – Main stages for dispute settlement – Role of good offices, mediation, conciliation, arbitration 



Introduction (conclusion)- Discussion – Questions and Answers 
Afternoon:
The initial stages of the WTO dispute settlement procedures 

Consultations – Establishment and composition of the Panel – Panel's mandate– Mutually Agreed Solutions



Practical Exercise: Preparation of a request for the establishment of a Panel 

Day 2

Morning:
Questions – Answers on the initial stages of the WTO Dispute Settlement 



Panel Procedures 

Terms of reference of the Panel –Rules of interpretation – Burden of proof – Procedural stages before the Panel 

Afternoon:
Practical Exercise:  Preparation of a written submission to the Panel 

Day3

Morning:
Questions – Answers on the  Panel Procedures 



Appellate Body Procedures

The Appellate Body – Jurisdiction of the Appellate Body – Submissions to the Appellate Body – Procedural Stages in the Appellate Body

Afternoon:
Practical Exercise:  Preparation of a Notice of appeal and Notice of Other Appeal 



Questions – Answers on the appellate procedure 
Day 4

Morning:
Adoption of Reports and Implementation 

Adoption of reports – Obligation to implement – Time period for implementation –  difficulties in implementation – Temporary measures (compensation and "retaliation")

Adoption and implementation (conclusion) – Discussion and Questions and Answers on adoption and implementation 
Afternoon:
Practical Exercise on Implementation 



Special and Differential Treatment in Dispute Settlement

Day 5

Morning:
Special and Differential Treatment in WTO Dispute Settlement (cont'd)

Negotiations on the Clarification and Improvement of the Dispute Settlement Understanding and General Discussions 

__________
Technical Assistance Activity Sheet








