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	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on Market Access Related Issues for Asian Economies.  

	venue and dates
	Vientiane, Lao PDR, from 27 to 30 July 2010.

	Course description
	This workshop focuses on four main market access related issues, i.e. Tariff, Customs Valuation, Rules of Origin and Import Licensing.  It covers the background to market access issues, overview of NAMA negotiations, tariff re-negotiations (especially with the example of ITA tariff elimination), techniques of customs valuation to deal with the practices of the under invoicing, the principles and skills with regard to the application of rules of origin as well as the implementation of the Agreement on Import Licensing

	Objectives
	The aim of this workshop is to enhance and strengthen the participants understanding of market access related issues as a comprehensive package.  Tariff, Customs Valuation, Rules of Origin, Import Licensing are all inter-related trade policy issues and the efficient implementation of the appropriate WTO Agreements are the key to the effective expansion of international trade in this economic region.  After successful completion of this workshop the participants are expected to understand how Members' tariffs are bound under the WTO system (NAMA negotiations), how the tariffs can be re-negotiated, sectorial initiative, especially with the example of tariffs of goods concerning information technology (ITA), as well as what the principles are behind the Agreement on Customs Valuation and what kind of techniques and customs systems are needed to deal with the practices of under invoicing.  The participants are also anticipated to learn the skills to apply rules of origin, and the advantages and disadvantages of tariff-shift rules and value-added rules as well as the detailed knowledge on what have been negotiated by the WTO Members under the Agreement on Rules of Origin.  Finally the participants would be able to learn the mechanism of import licensing regime and how to implement the Agreement on Import Licensing.


	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from:  Bangladesh; Bhutan; Brunei Darussalam; Cambodia; China; Chinese Taipei; India; Indonesia;  Korea; Laos;  Malaysia; Maldives; Myanmar; Nepal; Pakistan; Philippines;  Singapore;  Sri Lanka; Thailand;  Vietnam.  Each government is invited to nominate two officials involved in market access issues; the host country (Laos) can nominate four officials.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the organizers to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the programme. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (document) to be provided.




DRAFT PROGRAMME

REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON MARKET ACCESS RELATED ISSUES 

FOR ASIAN ECONOMIES

Vientiane, Lao PDR, 27-30 July 2010 

Instructors:
Mr. Eki Kim, Counsellor, WTO Secretariat


Mr. Xiaobing Tang, Counsellor, WTO Secretariat

Participants:
Two Officers from the following countries:


Bangladesh; Bhutan; Brunei Darussalam; Cambodia; China;  Chinese Taipei;  India; Indonesia;  Korea; Laos;  Malaysia;  Maldives,  Myanmar; Nepal; Pakistan; Philippines;  Singapore;  Sri Lanka; Thailand;  Vietnam


Two officers from the host country + officers from the host country (not 

funded)
Day one – Tuesday, 27 July 

Morning

08:00-08:30
REGISTRATION

08:30-09:00
OPENING

09:00-10:30
TARIFF ISSUES (Mr. X. TANG)
10:30-10:45
Coffee Break

10:45-12:30
TARIFF ISSUES (Cont'd)
12:30-14:00
Lunch

Afternoon

14:00-15:30
RULES OF ORIGIN  - AGREEMENT ON RULES OF ORIGIN (Mr. E. KIM)
15:30-15:45
Coffee Break

15:45-17:00
RULES OF ORIGIN – OVERALL ARCHITECTURE(Cont'd)
Day Two – Wednesday, 28 July
Morning

09:00-10:45
TARIFF ISSUES (Mr. X. TANG)
10:45-11:00
Coffee Break

11:00-12:30
TARIFF ISSUES (Cont'd) 
12:30-14:00
Lunch

Afternoon

14:00-15:15
RULES OF ORIGIN – PRODUCT SPECIFIC RULES OF ORIGIN (Mr. E. KIM)
15:15-15:30
Coffee Break

15:30-17:00
CUSTOMS VALUATION – INTRODUCTION (Cont'd)
Day  Three  - Thursday, 29 July
Morning
09:00-10:30
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AGREEMENT (Mr. X. TANG)

10:30-10:45
Coffee Break
10:45-12:15
IMPORT LICENSING (Cont'd)
12:15-13:45
Lunch

13:45-15:15
CUSTOMS VALUATION  - TRANSACTION VALUE METHODS (Mr. E. KIM)

15:15-15:30
Coffee Break
15:30-17:00
CUSTOMS VALUATION – OTHER METHODS (Cont'd)

Day four  - Friday, 30 July
Morning

09:00-10:30
PRACTICAL EXERCISE
10:30-10:45
Coffee Break

10:45-12:30
PRACTICAL EXERCISE (Cont'd)

12:30-14:00
Lunch

14:00-15:30
COURSE EVALUATION



CONCLUSION

__________
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