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	Title of the event
	WTO Regional Workshop on Non-Agricultural Market Access Negotiations (NAMA) for Arab and Middle East WTO Members and Observers

	Venue and dates
	Amman, Jordan, 5-8 July 2010 

	Course description
	This workshop focuses on non-agricultural market access issues and negotiating matters, including the use and scope of tariff reduction simulation. 

It covers background to market access issues, overview of negotiations on non-agricultural market access, current state-of-play of non-agricultural market access negotiations, non-tariff barriers, WTO tariff and imports databases, formula approach to tariff reduction. It also includes hands on exercises on scheduling.

	Objectives
	The objectives of the regional seminar are to enhance and strengthen the participants' understanding of:

1. the general WTO rules concerning market access for trade in goods, with an emphasis on the rules concerning tariffs and the Schedules of concessions;

2. the current discussions and proposals on the elements of the modalities of the non-agricultural market access negotiations, particularly in light of the recent developments of the on-going negotiations. 

3. the available sources of information for tariff and trade information, including the analytical tools, so as to help participants to use them in particular in assessing the proposed tariff reduction modalities.

4. the requirements of the scheduling exercise, in order to enable participants to be better prepared for this final phase of the negotiations. 

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO 


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Algeria, Bahrain*, Djibouti*, Egypt*, Iraq, Kuwait*, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania*, Morocco*, Oman*, Palestine, Qatar*, Saudi Arabia*, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia*, United Arab Emirates*, Yemen

* = WTO Members

This course is addressed to government officials who are directly involved on market access related issues for non-agricultural products, in particular the NAMA negotiations.  In the case of the non-WTO Members, it is addressed to government officials that deal, or may deal, with their accession to the WTO.   Each government is cordially invited to nominate of four capital based officials along with their CVs, two of which will be selected by the Secretariat.   To optimise the value of this activity, it is advisable that at least one of the officials should have experience in manipulating trade and tariff data electronically using Excel or database software and the other one be sufficiently computer literate.  As part of the WTO notification requirements, they are also requested to bring to the workshop their country's recent tariff (2009 or 2010 MFN applied tariff) and corresponding import data (2008 or 2009 tariff line based) in electronic format for submission to the WTO Integrated Data Base as these data would be important for future analytical work and for further tariff simulation studies.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered.  Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged.  In order to ensure the effectiveness of the delivery of this TA event, it is strongly recommended that the participants have successfully completed the WTO e-training module "Introduction to the WTO" (http://etraining.wto.org), or have demonstrably commensurate knowledge or professional experience.  There will be a possibility to complete this online module in English prior to the deadline for applications.



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (documentation)



REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON MARKET ACCESS RELATED ISSUES FOR 
ARAB AND MIDDLE EAST WTO MEMBERS AND OBSERVERS
Amman, Jordan, 5-8 July 2010 

Instructors:
Ms Alya Belkhodja, Senior Statistical Officer, WTO Secretariat 


Mr. Roy Santana, Counsellor, WTO Secretariat


Mr. Mustapha Sekkate, Statistical Officer, WTO Secretariat

Participants:
Two Officers from the following countries:


Algeria, Bahrain*, Comoros Islands, Djibouti*, Egypt*, Iraq, Jordan*, Kuwait*, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania*, Morocco*, Oman*, Palestine, Qatar*, Saudi Arabia*, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia*, United Arab Emirates*, Yemen 


* WTO Members

Day one – Monday, 5 July 

08:00 - 08:30
Registration
08:30 - 08:45
Opening Ceremony

08:45 - 10:00
Session 1:  Basic Principles of Market Access for Non-Agricultural Products:  Main GATT provision; bound duties; Schedules of concessions and their modification; Renegotiation of concessions.

Roy Santana, WTO
10:00 - 10:15
Coffee Break
10:15 - 11:30    Session 1 (cont'd)



Roy Santana, WTO

11:30 - 12:30
Session 2: Brief overview of previous negotiations: traditional GATT framework and key issues; modalities used and results of previous rounds. Introduction to tariff negotiations in the context of Accessions.

Roy Santana, WTO

12:30 - 13:00
Coffee Break
13:00 - 13:30
Practical exercise 1 (modification vs. rectification of schedules); Review.

Mustapha Sekkate, WTO

13:30 - 14:15
Practical exercise 2 (legal issues relating to tariffs and schedules); Review.

Roy Santana, WTO

Day Two – Tuesday, 6 July
08:00 – 09:30
Session 3: Introduction to the NAMA negotiations: The Doha mandate;  Summary of the process so far.


Roy Santana, WTO
09:30 – 10:00

Session 4:  Draft  Modalities for Non-Agricultural products: The Swiss formula and related technical elements; Flexibilities for Developing countries.

Mustapha Sekkate, WTO
10:00 - 10:15
Coffee Break
10:15 – 11:30

Session 4: (cont'd)





Mustapha Sekkate, WTO
11:30 – 12:30
Session 5:  Sectoral negotiations; Non-reciprocal preference erosion.

Roy Santana, WTO

12:30 - 13:00
Coffee Break
13:00 - 13:45
Practical exercise 3 (application of the draft NAMA modalities)


Alya Belkhodja, WTO
13:45 - 14:15
Round-table discussion: Questions and answers.
Day  Three  - Wednesday, 7 July
08:00 - 09:30
Session 6: Non-Tariff barriers: brief overview; negotiating history and current status of the negotiations.

Roy Santana, WTO 
9:30 – 10:00
Session 7:  Tools for negotiators - WTO trade and tariff databases IDB and CTS:  contents, data requirements and dissemination policy.

Alya Belkhodja, WTO 

10:00 - 10:15
Coffee Break
10:15 – 12:30
Session 7:  (cont'd)

Alya Belkhodja, WTO 

12:30 - 13:00
Coffee Break
13:00 - 14:00
Session 8:  Scheduling in the context of Accessions.

Mustapha Sekkate, WTO
14:00 - 14:15
Round-table discussion: Questions and answers.
Day  Four  - Thursday, 8 July
08:00 - 10:00
Session 9:  Scheduling - Electronic Negotiating Files (ENF).

Mustapha Sekkate, WTO
10:00 - 10:15
Coffee Break
10:15 - 10:45
Session 9:  (cont'd)

Mustapha Sekkate, WTO
10:45 - 12:30
Session 10: Tools for negotiators – WTO Tariff Analysis Online (TAO) and the 

Tariff download Facility (TDF), presentation and hands-on exercises


Alya Belkhodja, WTO

12:30 - 13:00
Coffee Break
13:00 - 13:30
Session 10: (cont'd)



Alya Belkhodja, WTO

13:30 - 14:00
Round-table discussion: Questions and answers; evaluation of the course.
14:00 – 14:15
Closing statements

Note: Consultations on IDB notifications will be made with participants from WTO member countries/territories during the duration of the seminar.  Participants are encouraged to bring along in electronic form their latest tariff schedules and also recent annual import statistics at the tariff line level, as available.
Activity Sheet








