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	title of the event
	WTO Regional Workshop on Non-Agricultural Market Access Negotiations (NAMA) for Pacific Economies

	venue and dates
	Suva, Fiji  on 9-11 June 2010 

	Course description
	This workshop focuses on non-agricultural market access issues and negotiating matters, including the use and scope of tariff reduction simulation, and an introduction to the scheduling of new commitments. 

It covers background to market access issues, overview of negotiations on non-agricultural market access, current state-of-play of non-agricultural market access negotiations, WTO tariff and imports databases, formula approach to tariff reduction. It also includes some hands on exercises.

	Objectives
	The aim of this workshop is to enhance and strengthen the participants' understanding of the current discussions and proposals on the elements of the modalities of the non-agricultural market access negotiations, particularly in light of the recent developments of the on-going negotiations. 

The workshop is also aimed to present the available sources of information, tariff and NTBs, and trade analytical tools, so as to help participants to use them in particular in assessing the proposed tariff reduction modalities. 


	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO/PIFS 


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Cook Islands; Fiji; Kiribati (LDC); Marshall Islands; Micronesia; Nauru; Niue Island; Palau; Papua New Guinea; Samoa (LDC); Solomon Islands; Tonga; Tuvalu (LDC); and Vanuatu (LDC)
This course is addressed to government officials who are directly involved in the market access negotiations for non-agricultural products. Each government is cordially invited to nominate two capital based official involved in NAMA, one directly involved in the policy making aspects and another one supporting process of negotiating positions on NAMA.  Thus, it is suitable that at least one of them should have experience with trade, tariff and trade data bases and the other one be sufficiently computer literate. As part of the IDB notification requirements for WTO Members, they are also requested to bring to the workshop their country's latest applied tariff and the most detailed tariff line level import data in electronic format for submission to the WTO Integrated Data Base as these data would be important for future analytical work and for further tariff simulation studies. 

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (documentation) to be provided



WTO Regional Seminar on Non-Agricultural Market Access

Negotiations for Pacific Economies

9-11 June 2010

Suva, Fiji

Tentative Programme (Draft) 

Wednesday, 09 June    


Registration - 
Opening Session

Session 1: Background & Overview to Market Access Issues for Non-Agricultural Products
· Legal and institutional framework 

· Accession to WTO

· Introduction to non-tariff measures
· Modalities and procedures for tariff negotiations
· Scope of the Doha mandate on NAMA
· Key issues involved



Discussions: Q & A

Session 2: Draft  Modalities for Negotiations (State of play - main provisions) 

· Tariff reduction formula and formula related issues
· Formula

· Treatment of Unbound Tariffs

· Other elements regarding the Formula

Lunch Break


Session 3: Members not applying the formula and other Issues on Modalities

-
Members with low binding coverage, LDCs, SVEs , Recently Acceded Members


-
Sectorial tariff approach


-
Preference erosion

Modalities for Pacific Economies
Discussions: Q & A 

Session 4 : Non-Tariff Barrier (NTBs) 

· Main proposals

· State of play on NTBs
Discussions: Q & A 

Thursday, 10 April 

Session 5 : Technical explanations and numerical simulations
· Numerical examples of formula cutting modalities

· Results of simulations on impact of DDA


Session 6 : Scheduling of New Concessions

· Presentation of Electronic Negotiating Files

· Introduction to scheduling
· Hands on examples of scheduling for Pacific economies 

Session 7: Tools for Negotiators (IDB & CTS)

· Introduction of WTO tariff and trade databases

· Integrated Data Base (IDB)

· Consolidated Tariff Schedules (CTS) database
Lunch Break
Session 7: Tools for Negotiators (IDB & CTS)
continued

·  HS2002/7 transposition of CTS

Session 8: IDB Databases as inputs to other negotiations databases (e.g. EPA data tool) 

Friday, 11 June

Session 9 (a): Presentation of work on HS Conversion - PIFS Consultants

· Discussion
Session 9 (b):  Presentation of work on Transposition of Trade Data-PIFS Consultants
· Discussion


Lunch break


Session 10: Presentation of HS 2007 by WTO Experts


Session 12: Verification of HS 2007 conversions and Way forward
Session 13: Closing Session 
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